
P a p a l  S c h i s m
(1378-1417)
—Avignon, France and Rome, Italy

The authority of the papacy is 
diminished when dif ferent popes 
are elected in France (Clement VII) 
and Rome (Urban VI), as well as 
Pope Alexander V, elected by
the Council of Pisa.

C o u n c i l  o f  
C o n s t a n c e
(1414-1418)

—Holy Roman Empire 

This council ends the Papal 
Schism with the election of 
Pope Martin V. It bans the teachings
of John Wyclif fe and John Huss and 
establishes fear of death for any 
potential departure from Roman 
Catholic doctrine.

E x e c u t i o n  o f
J o h n  H u s s
(July 6, 1415)

—Holy Roman Empire 

Huss is burned at the stake when
he will not recant his beliefs that 
do not align with Roman Catholic 
teachings and traditions.

H u s s i t e  W a r s
(1419 - 1434)

—Prague, Holy Roman Empire

Hussites overthrow the government of 
Bohemia in Prague and create a strong
military state that successfully repels 
five papal crusades. 

L u t h e r  L e c t u r e s  
t h r o u g h  P s a l m s
(1513)

—University of Wittenberg 

Teaching the Psalms sets Luther on 
an investigation of the Scriptures for 
a remedy to the despair he feels at 
the weight of his sin.

L u t h e r  L e c t u r e s  
t h r o u g h  R o m a n s
(1515)

—University of Wittenberg 

While preparing to lecture through 
Romans, Luther finds the answer to 
his despair—faith in Jesus. 
 

L e i p z i g  D e b a t e
(1519)

—Leipzig, Holy Roman Empire 

Luther argues in favor of John Huss’
teachings and declares that Scripture 
holds more authority than Church 
Councils (specifically the Council 
of Constance). 
 

L u t h e r  P o s t s  
9 5  T h e s e s
(October 31, 1517)

—Wittenberg, Holy Roman Empire 

The 95 Theses argue that indulgences
 undermine genuine Christian 
repentance and lead to major debate. 

L u t h e r
E x c o m m u n i c a t e d
(1521)

—Wittenberg, Holy Roman Empire 

Though he had won the Leipzig 
Debate, Luther is excommunicated, 
and Pope Leo X orders all of Luther's 
works burned. 

Z w i n g l i  B e c o m e s
P r i e s t  a t  t h e  
G r e a t  M i n s t e r  
C h u r c h  i n  Z u r i c h
(1519)

—Zurich, Swiss Confederation 

Zwingli strains ties with Rome by 
preventing the sale of indulgences 
and attacking the superstition and 
corruption of the papacy. 

— A  V I S U A L  T I M E L I N E —
Celebrating 500 Years  

M a r t i n  L u t h e r
(1483-1546)

—Holy Roman Empire

Despite a family obligation to enter the legal profession, Martin Luther joined 
an Augustinian Monastery and engaged in extensive theological education, 
eventually attaining a teaching post at the University of Wittenberg. Education 
illuminated the abuses of the Roman Catholic Church and his personal 
sinfulness. Luther would obsessively confess sin, fast and read the Scriptures 
in an effort to earn approval from God. His personal search for forgiveness by 
God led to his understanding of salvation by faith. 

J o h n  H u s s  
(1369-1415)

—Holy Roman Empire

Born in Bohemia, John Huss attended the University of Prague at an early 
age and was ordained as a priest. Shortly thereafter and influenced by the 
writings of John Wyclif fe, he began calling for reform of Roman Catholic 
excesses. Huss and his followers were excommunicated; nevertheless, 
they held to their Scriptural convictions. Under the auspices of 
reconciliation, Huss was summoned to the the Council of Constance, 
where he and Wyclif fe were condemned as heretics.  

J o h n  W y c l i f f e
(1320s-1384)

—England 

Wyclif fe studied and taught at the University of Oxford. Deeply impacted by the 
reading of the Scriptures, recently recovered writings of Augustine, and the social 
calamity of the Black Death, Wyclif fe challenged the distorted and politically 
motivated doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church through arguments against 
purgatory, indulgences, papal authority and prayer to saints based on the authority 
of the Scriptures alone. This conviction led him to create the first English translation 
of the New Testament, influencing the Lollard Movement for hundreds of years. 

I n d u l g e n c e s
An extension of the Sacrament of 
Penance, indulgences existed as a way 
for people to purchase assurance from 
the Church that their time in Purgatory 
would be reduced based on their good 
work of monetary support, which was in 
turn used to fund priests, crusades and 
building projects. Indulgences could be 
purchased for yourself or loved ones, 
often resulting in the the manipulation 
and exploitation of the poor.

S a c r a m e n t s  o f  t h e  
C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h
— Baptism
— Confirmation
— Eucharist
— Confession and Penance 
— Extreme Unction
— Matrimony
— Holy Orders

S o l a s
— Grace Alone 
— Faith Alone 
— Christ Alone 
— Scripture Alone 
— Glory of God Alone

U l r i c h  Z w i n g l i
(1484-1531)

Swiss Confederacy, Holy Roman Empire

Recognized early for academic prowess, Ulrich Zwingli 
received training in humanism, Greek and theology. After 
extensive engagement with the Greek New Testament, 
Zwingli simultaneously arrived at the same conclusions of 
other reformers concerning salvation and emphasizing the 
centrality of the Scriptures.

D i e t  o f  W o r m s  
(1521)
—Worms, Holy Roman Empire

Luther is summoned to account for 
his views and writings, which he
refuses to recant. Luther and his 
teachings are declared heretical.

A f f a i r  o f  
t h e  S a u s a g e s  
(1522)

—Zurich, Swiss Confederation 

Building on Luther's teaching of 
Sola Scriptura, Zwingli causes a
public outcry and triggers the 
Swiss Reformation by eating 
meat during Lent. 

G e r m a n  
P e a s a n t s ’  W a r  
(1524 - 1525)

—Holy Roman Empire 

This uprising, based on a 
misinterpretation of Luther's 
explanation of priesthood of the 
believer, results in the deaths of 
hundreds of thousands of German 
peasants and politically discredits 
Luther's theology. 

P e a c e  o f  
N u r e m b e r g  
(1532)

—Holy Roman Empire 

An agreement reached between 
Holy Roman Emperor Charles V 
and the Schmalkaldic League stating
that Protestants can exist under the 
current Protestant princes but not 
expand into new territory.  

B a t t l e  o f  K a p p e l  
(1531)

—Swiss Confederation 

This battle between Catholics
 and Protestants results in Zwingli’s 
death. His body is posthumously 
burned as a heretic; however, his 
followers in Zurich continue to 
press for reform and coexistence.  

S c h m a l k a l d i c  
L e a g u e   
(1531)

—Holy Roman Empire 

Protestant princes in the Holy 
Roman Empire, greatly influenced
by Luther and desiring to adhere
to his doctrines, ask him to 
prepare the Schmalkaldic 
Articles as a statement of 
Protestant doctrine. 

E n g l i s h  
R e f o r m a t i o n  
(1534)

—England  

Henry VIII inadvertently initiates the
English Reformation after the 
Roman Catholic Church denies 
his request for a divorce. Creating 
the Church of England with The Act 
of Supremacy was a political 
maneuver; however, the formal break
from the papacy allows extensive
reform to occur within the 
English Church.

  

C a l v i n  F l e e s  
F r a n c e   
(1536)

—Geneva, Swiss Confederation 

Calvin is targeted for persecution 
and flees to Geneva, where he is 
persuaded to organize a Protestant 
church in the city. 

W i l l i a m  Ty n d a l e
(1494-1536)
England and the Netherlands

Influenced by John Wyclif fe and Erasmus’ work with the Scriptures, William 
Tyndale illegally translated the New Testament into English. This was seen as 
an attack on the Roman Catholic Church and a betrayal of English law, so 
Tyndale fled to the Netherlands only to be betrayed, convicted of heresy and 
executed. While awaiting execution, Tyndale's work was completed by William 
Coverdale and received royal approval for publication (1539). 

J o h n  C a l v i n  
(1509-1564)
Noyon, France 

An accomplished writer educated in law, philosophy and theology, John 
Calvin became convinced of Protestant theology after Luther's writings 
reached France. He soon began teaching those ideas at the University of 
Paris, until he was forced to flee to Basel, a Protestant city in France. While 
there he authored a short summary of Protestant theology, the first edition of 
The Institutes of the Christian Religion.  

C a l v i n  F l e e s  
t o  S t r a s b o u r g
(1538)

—Strasbourg, Holy Roman Empire 

Encountering great resistance in 
Geneva, Calvin again is forced to 
flee persecution. 

C a l v i n  R e t u r n s
t o  G e n e v a  
(1541)

—Geneva, Swiss Confederation 

After a change in Genevan political 
leadership, Calvin returns and spends
the remainder of his life preaching, 
writing and building a theocratic 
society in Geneva. P e a c e  o f  

A u g s b u r g   
(1555)

—Augsburg, Holy Roman Empire  

Ending the ongoing conflict 
between the Schmalkaldic League
and Catholic Princes, the Peace of 
Augsburg permanently separates 
Protestants within the Holy Roman 
Empire and, by extension, in the 
rest of Europe. 

S c o t t i s h  
R e f o r m a t i o n   
(1557-1560)

—Scotland

With the support of Protestant
England under Elizabeth I, 
Scotland adopts Presbyterianism 
as the national religion in 1560.

C o u n c i l  o f  
T r e n t    
(1545 - 1563)

—Trent, Northern Italy

Called by Pope Paul III to address 
the growing issue of Protestantism, 
the Council of Trent results in the 
Roman Catholic Counter-Reformation. 

U n i t e d  
P r o v i n c e s  
F o u n d e d    
(1581)

—Netherlands 

Seven provinces band together
to form a republic and break 
from Spanish rule. Their successful 
pursuit of independence institutes
a loose form of religious liberty 
that creates a refuge for reformers
of many traditions, while still 
offering official preference 
to Calvinism. 

G e n e r a l  
B a p t i s t s  
(1609)

—England and United Provinces 

Under the threat of persecution, 
Anglican ministers John Smyth and 
Thomas Helwys, along with small 
group of followers, flee to
Amsterdam. Helwys and his followers
write the first Baptist confession of
faith, which establishes two 
foundational concepts: religious 
liberty and salvation generally 
available to all.  

P a r t i c u l a r  
B a p t i s t s   
(1630s)

—England and United Provinces

Believing that Christ died only for 
the elect, Henry Jacob returns to 
England in 1616 and founds the
first Particular Baptist Church with 
fellow pastors John Lathrop and 
Henry Jessey. 

J o h n  K n o x
(1514-1572)
Scotland

Educated in theology, John 
Knox was well positioned to 
observe the growing unrest 
against the Roman Catholic 
Church in Scotland. Smuggled 
Protestant writings, particularly 
those of Zwingli, influenced 
Knox, who was converted and 
elected to the office of 
preacher. The constantly 
changing rulers of England and 
Scotland forced Knox to flee to 
Geneva several times. In 
Geneva, he encountered John 
Calvin, who further refined his 
theology. Upon his return to 
Scotland, Knox militantly 
incited riots to oppose 
Catholicism. 

A r g u l a  v o n  G r u m b a c h
(1492-1554)
Bavaria, Holy Roman Empire

Despite an outright ban on Luther's writings in Bavaria, Argula von 
Grumbach read all of Luther's works, including his German translation 
of the New Testament. In response to the arrest of a professor at the 
University of Ingolstadt, she wrote an articulate argument for the 
authority of Scripture over the tradition of Rome. 

FRANCE

GERMANY

SCOTLAND

NORTH
 AMERICA

NETHERLANDS

SWITZERLAND

English New 
Testament 
- Wyclif fe (1382)

Johannes Gutenberg invents the 
movable-type printing press 
(1440s)

Members of the Jewish and 
Islamic faiths expelled from the 
newly formed Kingdom of Spain 
(1492)

Columbus' first journey to the 
New World (1492)

The first permanent Spanish 
colony, Hispaniola, founded 
(1493)

Magellan’s voyage 
circumnavigates the globe
(1512).

Greek 
New Testament 
- Erasmus (1516)

Reformation 
Pamphlets - Luther (1520)

German 
New Testament 
- Luther (1522)

Portuguese begin the Atlantic 
slave trade (1526)

67 Articles - Zwingli (1523)

ENGLAND

ITALY

Copernicus publishes On the 
Revolutions of the Celestial 
Spheres claiming the Earth 
revolves around the Sun contrary 
to the teachings of Rome (1543)

Scots Confession outlines Scottish Presbyterianism (1560)

Foxe's “Book of Martyrs” recounts a history of individuals who 
died for their confession of faith in Christ (1563)

Heidelberg Catechism (1563)

39 Articles established doctrine for the Church of England (1563)

Jesuit order founded (1534)

The Institutes of the 
Christian Religion - Calvin (1536)

King James Version of the English 
Bible published (1611)

United Provinces establish New 
Netherland in North America (1614)

30 Years War begins outright 
conflict between Protestant and 
Catholic nation states (1618)

Plymouth colony founded by 
Puritans fleeing English 
persecution (1620) English Civil War (1642 - 1651)

Westminster Confession of Faith ar ticulates the influence of Calvinism within
 the Church of England (1646)

Peace of Westphalia concludes the 30 Years War (1648)

Westminster Shorter and Longer Catechisms published (1649)

England occupies New Netherland, which becomes New England (1664)

Toleration Act of 1689 enacted giving Trinitarian Protestants freedom of 
worship within England

London Baptist Confession of 
Faith (1689)

Black Death causes the death of 
one-third of the European 
population (1347–1351)

English New Testament 
- Tyndale (1526)

Augsburg 
Confession (1530)

Gregorian calendar adopted (1583)

Spanish Armada defeated by the English (1588)

Shakespeare's plays are first per formed (1590)

First permanent English colony, Jamestown, founded (1607)

French colony of Quebec founded (1608)

C o m m u n i o n

- Transubstantiation - 
Catholic 
 
- Communion is a means of 
receiving forgiveness of sin 
through partaking in the literal 
body and blood of Christ in the 
elements.
    
- Consubstantiation - 
Luther 
 
- Communion is a means of 
receiving forgiveness of sin 
through the body and blood of 
Christ being present with the 
elements, but not the elements 
themselves. 

- Reformed - Calvin 
 
- Communion is a means of 
entering the Kingdom of God to 
dine with God through the 
spiritual presence of Christ in the 
elements. 

- Memorial - Zwingli 
 
- Communion is a means of 
remembering the work of Jesus 
on the cross and His resurrection, 
not a divine activity.  

B a p t i s m

— Infant - Catholic 
 
- Baptism is the initial sacrament 
that washes away original sin and 
initiates an infant or newly 
converted adult. 

— Infant - Luther  
 
- Baptism is the means by which a 
person receives a regenerated 
heart, regardless if administered 
to an infant or newly converted 
adult. 

— Infant - Calvin / Reformed
 
- Baptism is the sign of the New 
Covenant, replacing circumcision. 
Infants and believing adults 
receive the sign of the covenant, 
but it does not signify 
regeneration has occurred.

— Believers’ Baptism 
 
- Baptism is a public 
demonstration of an individual's 
regeneration and confirmed in 
community. Infant baptism is 
considered invalid.   

St. Bartholomew's Day 
Massacre results in the 
deaths of thousands of 
French Calvinists (1572)


