Theweekend services here at the Village Church are by far my favorite crowdsto teach. And1'm not
jug saying tha because you pay me. They are my favorite crowd to teach because they are by far the
mog spiritudly diverse. Takethelast week for me. This past week | was teaching, really kind of
talking alittle bit and then answering questionsat Dallas Theological Seminary in thar Pastoral
Ministries Department. | pretty much knowwhat'sin that crowd. Not alot of pagansworkingona
ThM. Not alot of people whowant to have nothing to do with Jesus or maybe onthefence, spending
$100grandonadegreeinit. Sol pretty much know what'sin tha crowd. Later this week, I'm going
to hopona planeand |®n goingto fly to SeattleN Orext and ContextON the Resurgence Conference
therein Seattle. It's pretty much gaing to be crammed filled with pastors and those who want to pastor.
So I'm going to know that crowd, right? But here ontheweekends we're al over themap. | mean,
there are some of youin here rightnow who don'tknow Jesus but you're in processN like you don't
even knowyou'rein process. Like, you'rejud intrigued so you keep coming back. It'sjus a matter of
time. Toolate now, sucka. It'sove. Hesalready after you. It'sover. Thisisthebeginning of the
end. If you're notsure butyou keep coming back, it'sjus a matter of time. Some of youin herereally
deeply lovetheLord. | mean, you'vebeen trandormed by Him, you'rein love you even sang those
songs youfreinit. Some of you are neutral. You're here because your mom and dad went to church
and so thisiswha youdo. Or you have kidsand you don'twant your kidssmokingtherock and
getting people pregnant and so you're bringing them to church so tha they'll be goodpeople. But
you're pretty neutral. You have work and you dowork, you have home and you do home and you have
church and you do church, butthere's no overarching theme of the glory and might of Christ over your
life. It'sjud notthere. You'rejud neutral. Yourejud doing church. AndI'm glad you're here. Theae
are some of you here who are jud thetheology pdice. Andtha meansyoudont really have any
ministry of you're own; you jug want to dogours. And so you'vekindacome to pay attention and
maybe blog on howyou'vegotit all right (of course in your bedroomat your mom's hous). Andyoull
blog ontha, andthat will begreat. | look forward to notreadingthat. And then there are some of
youN you got duped into this place thismorning. Y our buddywas like, O-Iey you want to go get some
brunchZN and you gotin the car and they'relike, O've got to make a stop.O And you're here. So we're
al over themap. Andthere's probably ahunded that | haven't even mentioned. We®e kind of all over
themap. Andso | really dolove preaching and teaching the preaching and teachingsof Jesus Christ to
acrowd that'stha diverse.

Because here's thething aboutJesus and here'swhy He's so chdlenging, to behonest with you. The
thing that's so chdlenging aboutJesusis He's not going to add to conventiond religiouswisdom
That's notwha He's goingto do. He'sgoing to replace it dtogeher. That's wha makes Jesus so unreal
in His teaching and preaching. Tha'swhy over and over again they go, Orhis guy teaches and
preaches as onewith authority. Thisguyis different than our other teachers.O Because He is not
adding to religioussystems. He's not sprinkling His two centsin. He's absolutely dismantling,
replacing and taking everything tha we're taughtto bdieve and tha might even benaurally in usto
bdieve fromthe secondwe breatheair, and He'sturning it onits head. Let me showyouwha | mean.
Sometimes He jug soundscrazy. Luke6, wedl pick it upin verse 20, GAnd helifted up his eyes on his
disciples, andsaid: (Blessed are youwho are poor, for yours is the kingdomof God. Blessed are you
who are hungry now, for you shall besatisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.
Blessed are you when people hate you and when they excludeyou andrevile you and spurn your nane
asevil, onaccountof the Sonof Man! - Rejoice in thatday, andleap for joy, for behold, your reward is
greatin heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets.@ Let's goto thewoes now. (But woeto you
who arerich, for you hawe received your consolation. Woeto youwho are full now, for you shall be
hungry. Woeto you who laughnow, for you shall mourn andweep. Woeto you, when all people speak
well of you, for so ther fathers did to thefalse prophetso Now, this soundscrazy. Since when did
poveaty, hunge, sorrow and rejection become blessing? Soundslike the 7" gradeto mef | ain't



looking to go back. When did those four thingsbecome blessing? And then onthetail end, when did
wealth, afull ssomach, joy and beingloved become wha we should ascribeto? In every great success
story, the key component in every book everyonewho was ever on Oprahis thet they moved from
hereN poverty, rejection, hunge, desparN and they moved to wedlth. Isn'tit? Isn't every great
success story marked by someonewho moved from here to here? It movesin thisdirection. But Jesus
shows up and goes, No, no, no. It moves the other way.O But no onehas ever made a success story
built on, He was bom abilliondre...died decrepit and dlone Selah.O That is not howit works. It
moves from povety, rejection, hungry, sorrow, this way to joy, wealth. But Jesusis going, Gdh no, no,
no. It better head the other way.O Now let me point this out, and then we'll get into thetext. When
Jesus preaches as onewith authority, wha tha meansis He's not making suggestionsor prayers; He's
letting you in on howthingsare. Do you undestand thedifference there? So let me unpak it likethis:
when Jesus says, (Blessed are those...Blessed are tho...Blessed are tho...Blessed are thos...Woeis
thos...Cursed are those...Cursed are tho...Cursed are thos...OHe is not hoping, wishing or praying.
He is not, GDh Father, | hope | wish, I'm praying tha the poorwould beblessed.O Tha is notwha's
occurring here. Heis nothopng, wishing and praying; He's stating how thingsare. Do you undestand
thedifference? Orhepoa are blessed. Thehungy will befilled. Woeto those who are rich.O He's
not suggesting; He'strying to tap youinto howit is.

So let's get into this text, and let@ look at Him kind of compare these thingsand contrast these things
Because here's the question we asked and tried to anawer last week was this: is Jesusaliar andisthere
any hypoaisy in Him? So we went throughtwo chapters of Luketrying to get to the bottom of tha. Is
there any hypoaisy in Him? Don'tget ontheedgeof your seat; we came to theconduson tha He's
not Hencethereasonwe're al here again the next week. It woud beavery different crowd if last
week's condusonwas, O ep, liar, hypoaite.O So the question for this week tha we've got to get to the
bottom of is if Jesusis saying with authority, Orhisiswho is blessed and thisiswho is cursedON what
we want to doiskind of figure out where we are in that, correct? | dont knowtha tha would bea
negaive thing, looking at the authoritative teachings of Christ and then going, OVhere am 120 Because
I'm guessing that we're notall over here, and we're notal over here. In fact, we might be somewhere
inthemiddle. Solet'slook at thisand let's let the Scriptures read us and then we'll see wha the Holy
Spirit wantsto do. GAnd helifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: @lessed are you who are poor,
for yours is thekingdomof God.@® Now look down in verse 24 because here® His contrast. (But woe
to youwho arerich, for you hawe received your conslation.O Now, we know from Scripture that God
does not hand out salvation based on econonic status He does not hand out salvation based on
material wealth. So if you're oneof the collegekidstha's here with usthis morning, you're jug broke,
you hadn't eaten anything but Ramen noodks, and you'vegot like $1.10to your name, you shouldn't
right now begoing, O'min! Thekingdomis mind O Andif you're in here and you droveup herein
like a $100000car and you'vegotgold spinnas, thewhole thing is big, you shouldn't be going, GDh
no, I'm out O There's something else going on here because this isn't just talking abouthow much we
make or don'tmake or what we have or don'thave.

So hee'soneof thefirst rules when we engagethe Scriptures. When you have a Scripture like this,
what you can doisyou can take it and you can say what you think. And maybethere's some valuein
thaN probably there@ not So what we need to dois we need to let therest of Scripture read this
Scripturefor us We need to look at therest of the Bible and |et therest of the Bible read into what we
jud read rightthere. Now Matthew 5-7 iseither this exact same sermon from a different vantage point,
or it'sthe same sermon donein different places; but we don'thave to get dogrrtic abouttha. Theone
in Matthew@ going to be alittle bit more detailed, andit's going to let usinto wha might begoing on
at adeepe level hee. Because in Luke He says, Blessed are the poor,Obutin Matthew 5 He said,
(Blessed are the poor in spirit.O So now we've moved past just externd econonics, and now we're



talking aboutthe state of theheart. So blessed isthe man, hgppy is the man, trandormed is theman,
deep istheman who undestandstha hés spiritudly bankrupt, that he has nothing tha he can giveto
God as a barter for God'sfavor, for judification or for right standing. Blessed isthe man who
undestandstha no matter how many religiousactivities hésin, no matter howwell hepulls off the
moral code no matter how clean hislifeis, God still owes him nothing. And althoughl think alot of
usknow tha in our minds I've been aroundenoudh to knowtha mog of usstill don'treally grasp that
in our hearts. Mog of usstill feel that God owes us favor because we've been good. But hes saying
here, GDh no, blessed are the poar in spirit. Blessed are those who undestand that there's nothingin
them that they can give to God that@® somehow make God go, "Oh, I'll take that and give you this."
Blessed are the poorin spirit. Blessed are theonesthat go, @ just can't figure this thing out O Blessed
are those.O Now, this starts to make sense, right? Because remember what Jesus said He quoted out of
Isaiah, that He cameto do? Q came to preach goad news to thewho? Poar.O But He's definitely
ministering to more than jug poorpeople. So He came to prodaim goodnews to those who were poa
in spirit andfelt like they couldn'tdoit, and tha they couldn'tget close enoughto God and that they
were broken and they were wicked. Now, this starts to make even more sense when you look at who
gets enraged by thegogd message. For thelast two weeks, we've covered how the Pharisees have
respondel to Jesus coming and preaching grace, preaching mercy, preaching love, preaching
recondliation. Wha have been thar two respones? Remember we did the scale? Onewas wrath and
then last week, big time, fury. Wrath, fury. So thereigiouselite, those who bdieved tha they were
clean and they did have right standing because they were goodand they did wash their handsand they
did say grace and they didn'tdo this and they went here and they did tha, so God has to lovethemN
those foundJesus message unbdievably offensve. (Blessed are the poorin spirit,ON now watch
thisN Cfor theirs is the kingdomof God.O | wish | could go onfor like an hour and forty five minute
tirade right now on the kingdomof God. Orhe present power of theKing of theuniverse on hand for
thepoorin spirit, butwoeto youwhothink, by your discipline, and by your humanistic gooddeeds
can find judification. Woeto you. Blessed are the poorin spirit, for thersisthe kingdomof God,
thersisthekingdomof heaven, theirsis the power of Godto transform.O It's pretty goodnews. |
think it'swhy they call it that.

Now, let's keep going, because we've got some work to doonthisone Thisonewill sting alittle but
for our good Verse21, Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall besatisfied. O Look down
in verse 25, QVoeto you who are full now, for you shall be hungty.O So He can't betalking aboutfood
here. He'sgoingto address food on multiple occasions and we know He's not talking aboutfood here.
So once agan, we've got to go to Matthew 5. He'sgoing to hdp usout (Blessed are those who
hunge andthirst for righteousess.O It doesn®stop. Let's view this as progression. Blessed are the
poorin spirit. Blessed are the ones who can't figure it outN they have issues tha hauntthem, butthey
knowthey can't fix themselves. They've been trying; they can't get there. Blessed arethepoa in
spirit. Now He moves to blessed are thos who hunge and thirst for righteousess. Blessed are those
who are hungyy for forgiveness, who are hungy for intimacy with God, who are hungry for
recondliation, who are hungry for wholeness. Blessed are those who are hungly for thoe things
because if you're hungly, youre goingto pursue Him.

We have something that we say al thetime here, and part of it ismy own baggage We say thisisan
okay placeto notbeokay. Let metell youwhy I felt like church needed to bethis place tha was open
for really messed up people. Christ saved me, and| had baggage Like not oneof tho little roller
thingsthat youtakeonaday trip. | had like 18-wheelers behind me. | had avery dak past. | had
some seriousange and bitternessissues. | had some seriousunforgiveness, some lug issues. My soul
was amess, butit doesn't changethefact tha Jesusabsolutely grabbed hold of my heart onenight But
here'swha ended up hgppeningto me. Everybodylovestheconvasion story. It'savery sexy story.



But nobodylikesto talk aboutthe next six years...ten years...twelve years...two decades. Nobodytells
that story. O.and then hewas converted. Theend O Nope Thebeginning. After Christ saved me and
| started going to church, it seemed everybodywho toudhed the stage stood like this and had a cape on
flappingin thewind. They'relike, Or eah, | memorized the New Testament this year, and then | healed
aguywith nolegs Hegrew legsandwalked. My whole neghbohoodbdievesin Christ now, and
they come to my hous for a Bible study.O And then youwould hear really bad teaching, stuff like this:
Qf the Holy Spirit lives indde of you, youwon't even want those thingsO Which iswhy those of us
who grew upin denominaionshave been saved fourteen times and bgptized thirteen times. So we're
just like in there again, QPlease God, let it take. For some reason it's nottaking.O It's like everybody|
knew came out of thewater knowing thewhole New Testament. They like came outlike, GRomans
8:28 says...O And| came out of thewater, and | didn'teven know wha happened. Nobodyexplained
baptism to me; | was jus suppogd to dothis. | came out of the water and went, Orhat's weird,Oand
dried myself off. Andhere@wha happened: | still had monunental issues, but | wasin this place
where nooneelse did. Well, I've cometo findoutall these yearslater that'salie. Progressive
sandificationis horifically sow. Wha endsup happening in an information ageis we learn truths
quicker than we can apply them, and so we never want to come clean aboutwha's actudly goingonin
our hearts because we would rather beahypoaite than be seen asone Andso | want to belike, QHey,
if you'real buded up, welcome to thefamily. Oh, you're dys§undiond? Ustoo! Comeonin. Oneof
thecrowd.O

But heré'sthething |l need youto hear me say outof thistext. It'sokay to notbeokay. It'snotokay to
stay there. Likeif the Holy Spirit has revealed to you tha you'vegotissue youcan't sit ontha; you
haveto move AndI've been pleading with some of youfor yearsto get into Recovery, to goto the
Center for Christian Coungling, to find agodly older man, older woman or agodly man, or agodly
woman in your life and confess where you are no matter how dark, no matter what it is. But you'vegot
to take steps Thisiswha this means Blessed are the ones tha hunge and thirst for righteousess.
Why? Because they'll befilled. Now hear meN because some of you are onthe path, and it's panfully
dow. Andsoit'seasy to give upwhen like ayear later, youre still, QVhen'sit going to go away 20 Just
putyourfaith in Histrandorming power. | promise you, youre farther alongthan you think you are.
Youdon'tever really get to see spiritud growth; you jug kind of wake upthere. Which doesn't get
preached enough,because mog of usare waiting for amoment. | know there are a bund of you fods
here fromthe Passion conference. There were like church vanspullinginto owr parkinglot. | waslike,
QWhy are there church vansin our parking lot?0 But here's the thing with tha whole conference
mentality istha we're going to this conference tha findly trandormsus  Okay, | was therein '98, @7.
How's that working for us? Now, | love conference stuff. I'm gettingon aplaneto gotoone They've
gotthis part, butit's notenough to know; you'vegot to be hungly enoughto walk towardsit. I'm not
talking works-based. Please don'thear metalk aboutthat. He's saying, (Blessed is the onewho's
hungly enoughto pursue God, because he's going to find Him.O The problem is mogt of uslike to stay
in the poorin-spirit mode They don'twant to take tha step, which is why some of you are onyour
way out. Like some of you are here for all thos different reasonsl| gave at the beginning, but some of
you are onyourway out Y ou@e absolutely onyour way outbecause you are notgoing to bewilling to
commit, you are notgoing to bewilling to submit to theLord. And so onaetha hgppens once you've
said, @'m notdoing tha,Othen you're just on yourway out And because some of usare religious

well putreligiouslanguagetoit. Or oulove Jesusbut not necessarily the Church.O Oneof my favorite
things really crazy thingstha Qe heard said. And then it won'tbelongafter that before Jesus gets
droppel aso. | bdieve it was Auguginewho said, ONo man can have God as his Father who has not
the Church as his Mother.O | don'tthink that's theol ogically correct, butit soundsgood.

Blessed are the hungwy for they'll befilled, butwoe to thefull. | think we've gotto work hard at letting



some silence into our day. Technology hasreally enabled usto notever quiet thingsdown enoughto
hear our hearts. And some of usdon'tknowtha we're hungly because we fill ourselves and our dayN
we hate silence, because silence starts going, Hey, there's alittle unsettling here. There's something
notrightdown here.O But man, we can make that thing go away with Facebook. | tell you that, we can
make tha thing go away with a Myspace page a24 DVD box set. | think if we're goingto beserious
aboutthis thing, we've got to slow down enoughto go, @Dkay, what's really going onin me? What's
really going on down here?Oand then notbe afraid of tha. Let me assure you of something, this will
bealittle bit of a secret: it® be dark, whaever's going on down there. But it's okay to notbeokay.
Comeonin. Woeto youwhoarefull. Woeto you who think you have noneed. Woeto youwho
think you have it all figured out Woeto youwhothink you don'tneed a greater power than you.

Let's keep going. (Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laughO Now look down. Q\Noeto
you who laughnow, for you shall moum andweep.O If we follow this as a progression: blessed are the
poorin spirit, blessed are thoe who hunge and thirst. Now, blessed are those who moum. Moum
wha? Moum thefact tha they're bankruptand hungry. Thisis repentance. Tha@® wha thisis.
Blessed are those who moum over their sin, whose hearts are overwhdmed at the darknessingde of
them, who are overwhdmed with grief for howthey've offended God. Now, the Scriptures make a
distinction between worldly sorrow and godly repentance. Worldly sorrow is, Q've made a mess of my
life. 1 wish | wouldn'thave.O But tha doesn't transform hearts and souls; that's just regret.

Repentance, godly repentanceN Q've offended God on high. I'll now submit my life to HimON leadsto
repentance, trandormation. The best way | know how to unpak thisfor youisthebook of
Ecclesiastes, which isin the wisdom literatureN it says, now listen to this, because there® a reason they
cal it thewisdomliterature. Here@ what it says: GDnly afool laughs when hes onfire.O Peopletry to
say the Bible@ nottrue. Dnly afool laughswhen hésonfire.O | think thisis agrest little cross-
reference to thistext. Wha it'stalking aboutis people whos lives are unraveling, butthey continueto
pant up a pretty face and smile and gigge asif it'snot Ther wholeworld'sonfire, andthey smile and
pretend it'snot Woeto you. Blessed isthe man who can scream out, @'m onfire. Help me.O

Onemore. (Blessed are you when people hate you and when they excludeyou...O Have you ever been
excluded? | would rather be hated than excluded. Have you ever been excluded? Like, you're looking
at your family's vacation and everyoneés there but youN you don'teven knowthey went? 1t@ like
everybody® at Disneyland. 1t&like Mickey Mouse in themiddle, all your sisters and brothers. Youlde
just like, Qe were jus at home.O Have you ever talked to somebodyin your crew and foundoutthat
on Friday they all went outto eat and went and did this deal and you stayed at home and watched a
rerun of Man vs. WildC€? They didn'teven call you? Have you ever been excluded? Or maybewe're
notfromall dysunadiond units of relationship. Have you ever maybe been passed over for ajob at
your work or have you ever been demoted or have you ever been excluded? It's quite panful.
(Blessed are you when people hate you andwhen they excludeyou andrevile you and spum your name
asevil, on accountof the Sonof Man! O That's going to be an important little line there, because some
of you are jug ponpousjerks and people hae you because you're a pompousjerk, not because of the
Son of ManN because you're an arrogant, graceless soul, and that's why people hate you. Now | know
you like to use this verse as a Orhey hae me because | lovetheLord.O No, they hate you because
you'reajerk. Verse23. GRejoicein that day, andleap for joy, for behold, your reward is greatin
heaven; for so ther fathers did to the prophes.O Now look down in verse 26. Q\oeto you, when all
people speak well of you, for so ther fathers did to thefalse prophes.O Now we've gotto talk alittle
bit of evangdical history here, butbefore, let me say this: Plato, in The Republic, Book SevenN tha®
thegreat Cave Dialogue If you haven®read that, | don®recommend itN jus get thenotes. Inthe
great Cave Dialogue Plato tells this story: tha agroup of men are chaned togaher with afire at ther
back and their wholelives, all they've ever seen isthe shadows onthewall tha dance fromtheflames



behindthem. But oneday, oneof them gesfree. He getsfree from his chans and herunsoutside and
sees colors and waterfalls, heinteracts with other human bengs Andthen because he hurtsfor his
brothers, hewants to go back and tell them what all heés seen. Andwhen heges back andtriesto
explain to themen who have never seen anything but shadows thar whole lives, tha what they're
seeing is shadows, butthere's really depth and beauty and form and colorN that those men will turn on
him and kill him. He might have been onto something.

Being a pastor really does nothdp sometimes. A couple of weeks ago, | was at birthday paty for a
friend of mine A lot of people there were not bdieversin Christ at al. 1t was awesome. 1I'm standing
in acircle of guys and oneof theguyswas like, Hey, so what doyou do? | was like, QJh, I'm a
pastor.O He was like, @Dh...O He actudly pretended that someonecalled him. | mean |®n right there,
He@ like, QVhat Bill20 And it wasn't like, OVha do you do?DANd | was like, GFunnyyou should
ask.O | mean, | jus said I(n a pastor. Boom Gore. Now my friend tha® there, heworks for the
Secret ServiceN exact opposte. QWhat do you do?O Q work for the Secret Service.O (Have you ever
killed anybody? Y ou gotta gun? How could you..?0 There are people tha are jus absolutely
offended by thefact tha we exist. Now let metell you where that comes from. Part of it isthat the
gogd will beto those who are beng saved the aroma of life, and to those who are perishing, the
stench of death. But let me unpack that alittle bit better for you aboutwha's hgppening in our culture.
In thelate 1800's early 1900's awave of liberalism hit Christian inditutions So wha happenedN like
Princeton, HarvardN those places were onetime very biblically based. Liberalism slammed into the
inditutionsin the United States, and wha the Christian movement did was they withdrew. They
withdrew from the city, they withdrew from certain avenuesN the arts and thingslike thaN they
withdrew fromingitutionsand they began to build their own inditutions Correct? Absolutely. Now
for all of ourranting and raving agang the Fundanentalists, if it was notfor them, youwould notbe
here. If it was notfor tha retreat, then we would be France, England, Canada We'd bethose other
parts of theworld where the Church is dead. So the older brother, as much as heexhaugs usallN if it
was not for himN you would notbesitting in thisroom | can promise youtha. Now wha@® happened
is as that movement of withdrawal has begunto mature, it hastried to engage sodety again. It hastried
to live missiondly, it hastried to engageits néghtors; it@ tried to engagethecities. But here'sthe
problem. We're nolonge thenew kid ontheblodk ™ la the Puritans we're coming back with an
unbdievable amountof baggage Let meunpak it like this. | had lunch downtown jug afew weeks
ago with aguy who recently came to know the LordN male progtitute, HIV postive. Three or four
timesin that two-hourlundh he broughtup the 80'swhen hundeds of his friendswere dying of the
AIDS virus andtheofficial stance of mog churches were it was a curse from God. Y ou don'tthink
I've got to make up some groundthere? By theway, there'sno church in hisneghbohood Hadn't
been a church in his neéghboihoodfor fifteen years. Wha hgppensis churches outin thewhite subutbs
buspeoplein to tract borb them ontheweekends Great methodobgy. Qe loveyou...notenoughto
live down in this crappy gheto. But Jesuslovesyou. I've gotto goto Starbudks.O And then we pull
out. Great methodobgy, hopdesdly flawed. Now tha'sjus one Who knows wha's been said to your
neighbos? Who knows wha gogd was presented to your coworkers? Who knows wha hgppened to
tha guy across thedorm fromyou? So we're engaging agan, which isgreat. That's growth, tha's
maturity. Some are trying to engagewithoutcontent. It's actudly the same thing that happened in the
late 1800's It was, (Hey, we can be Christianswithoutthe Bible.O It didn'twork well, at all, did it?
Ended up going bad. But for those of uswho are trying to engage with content, you'vegotto know that
there at timesis going to be frudration and aggression towardsyou tha maybe doesn't have anythingto
dowith you. But here'sthegreat news. Thegreat newsiswe don'thave to goto bed at night and be
angry aboutthat aggression and go, Or ou knowwhat | should have said? | should have quoted the
book of Daniel where it says the smoke of ther torment will rise to theheavensfor eternity. Yes, tha's
what | should have said. Tomorrow, I'm going to send them that e-mail.O We don'thave to betha



guy. Now even thoughmaybe some hurtful thingswere said to us some attacks were madeon us
wha we get to dois go to bed at nightand go, Grather, | have noidea wha® woundel his soul, but |
pray that Youmightuse my life and enable meto walk in such grace tha | mightbeatoolin You
hand that would transform his mind and heart towards You. Help meN because | want to chokehim.
Amen. Andtha@ agreat versein Daniel. Thank You.O Do you knowwha that's called? That's
called freedomwhen you fully undestand that we're notwrestling flesh and blood Tha's nat our
fight SoHejug said here, Blessed are you when you'vebeen so transormed that people see Jesuson
you. Leap for joy. If they@e reviling you and excluding you and haing you because you love the
Lord; if they®e going, GDh not Johnon, he® going to bring his Bible, N if tha@ you, then
congratulations Christ has begunto transform your heart in such away tha it's nowvisible to othersN
leap for joy. But woeto youif everyoneloves you, because chances are you're lying to everyoneg even
you.O And here'stheredly toughpat aboutbeing this guy over here and this guy over here and this
guyove hee. It makesit impossible to ever receive love Because any loveyoureceive in thedeep
pat of your heart, you'll beable to judify tha what they loveis nottherea you and therefore ther
loveis counexfeit. It'sarealy londy placeto be I'd rather bergected by 99% of theworld and have
1% know me and love me, than beloved falsely by 99% and rejected by the 1%. | don®get to choos
for me. It makesthisjob very difficult. Blessed are those who arereviled and excluded. Leap for joy
you'vebeen trandormed.

So thisistheway thingsare. (Blessed are the poorin spirit. Blessed are those who hunge and thirst
for righteousess. Blessed are those who moum. Blessed are those who are persecuted. But woeis
you, cursed are you who are rich, youwho are full, you who laughwhile youte onfire, youwho are
loved by everyoneO Do you see what Jesusis trying to do? He'stryingto get you outside of howyou
think the universe works and get youinto how it does. So here'sthequestion: we asked it at the
beginningN you'vegotto answer it now. Where are you? Not where's your family, where's the
churchN where are you? Blessed, deep life? Growingin joy? Sef-sufficient, self-sustaining?
Cursed? Whee doyouland? Whereareyou? | don'tthink it'san answer you can get to quickly,
honestly. | think there has to be some plunging deep down in there to see what'sin there. So let@ do
this. Let® take acouple of seconds Would you jus bow your heads, close your eyes? If tha@ not
how you think well, then don®feel the need to do that.

Blessed, de=p, full of life arethepoorin spirit, for thersis thekingdomof God. Blessed are those who
hunge and thirst for righteousess, for they will befilled. Blessed are those who mourn, for oneday
they'll laugh,beng set free from wha hauntsthem. Blessed are those who know Jesusin such away
tha it's changald them, so tha they're excluded andreviled and at times hated, not because of ther
arrogance, butsimply because of Jesus But woeto youwho are self-sufficient. Woeto youwho are
proud of yourreligiouslineage. Woeto youwho have figured it al out Woeto youwho have gotit
al right, for you'vegotthefullness of wha you'll have. Andwoeto youwho arefull, full andyet
starving. What an empty place to be Andwoeto youwho laughwhile your soul decays. Andwoeto
youwho are loved by all, because you haven't been trandormed much. Thegoodnewsin al of thisis
Christ and the grace of Christ covers where we failed here. Because if we're honest, some of uswould
have to say, (Hey listen, I'm nothungy, but| want to be© Okay then, tha's where we begin.

Qesus, | thank Youfor this morning, and | thank Y ou for a chance to beread by the Scriptures. Tha's
my prayer, istha they read usthis morning indead of usreading them. | pray tha Youwould stir up
our hearts toward Y ou and that we(@ be able to get to thebottom of what'sreally goingoninus Are
we blessed? Are we unde woerightnow? Are we choosngto live outside of howthingsare? Woud
You stir up and toudh thereal deep placesin us? It'sfor You beautiful name. Amen.O






