Hello again. You're stuck with me one more time. If you weren't here last week, we kind of took a
hiatus from Luke and went to the Old Testament, went to Genesis to look at the story of Abraham. So
that's where we're going to pick againtoday. NowAbraham's storys pretty long and it'shard to
cover in two weekssotrying to hitlike two of the biggest highlightsf you will, of Abraham. So, let
me just invite you to have this kind of mindset before we pray and get startetlof times,when we
have the worshipwe think that's whewe participate. W@re participatinigp worship and then now

it's time for the talkso we just kind of sit aiNiOYou speak to mend itbetter be good.O That's kind
of the deal, and | want to just break thiadl 3ay this is worship too, what we're about to dte're

about to get into God's ¥vd. I'm going taaskyou to engage with me in God'sovd. And let's jump

into this story anapen your heatb Godand sy, OGod, speak to me.O | really believe ddaiyt

could be a stake in the ground, spiritual markerdifanging moment. And noebause I'm speaking

at all Because I'll justell you right now, | kind of ame with fear and tremblingpeaking about this
passage we're going to look at, becat@ealmost impossible dzause you can't learn what we're
going to talkaboutjust by listening to it. It really has to be learned by experieN@ai can't learn it

by rote. You can't learn it by teaching itYou'vegot to really juskind of go throughtie crucible.

You've gotto learn it by experience.oSit's kind of impossiblevhat we're about to do, but | want you
to put yourself in the storyand | want you to go with me through this. Again, I think because of what
we're going to look at, this atd be lifechanging, not because of me but because of this text. So
would you take a momenght now and bow your head and close your eyes and just take a moment
andjustsilently pray and say, OGod, prepare my heart. God, speak to me. Removiodsstrapeak
to me exactly where | am on my journey@uld you pst pray that fojustone momentd'm going to
closeusin a second. OFather, we love Y®\e thank YouGod for Your Word. We thank You that
Your Word always accomplishes its purp@sel does not return to You veidord. And so we just

pray, God, that wavould just open our hearts arislod, prepare the soil of our hegrGod,for Your

Word just to rairon us, God. And | pray that we would gt to conform, change your dvd to us

but ratherthat we would conform to Your Word. Allow Your®d to have Your way in us, God.

pray for the person here thatiybe doesn't know what it means, what it looks like to follow You,
JesusGod. Would You speak directly to us, to them®rd, to us who do know Yau_ord, would

You speak directlyGod,about what worship really looks like? We love You. In Christ's name we
pray. Amen.O

So here's where we've been in the story of Abralidaw, go ahead and turn to Genesis 22 if you

want, butas you'rdurning let me just tell ydd we did Genesis 15 last week, but let's do a running

start again.So in Genesis 12, Abraham receives this incredible promise from God. God says to him, Ol
will make you a great nation.helgreatest promise Heakes to him is thatOThrough you, all the

families of the eartlshall be blessed,O which ultimately is speaking oBJebrist Himself, that,

OThrough your descendants, but ultimattefydescendant Jesus, salvation and the message of salvation
of the gospkwill go not just totheIsraeltes but toall the earthto the Gentiles.O What an anag

promise Abraham gets.o3e's told to leave the land otHather, to leave the Ur @fhaldees. & this

is an incredible sacrifice that he has to make ahgtjo of his past. So he first has to sacrifice his

past, let go of the idol ahaybecomfort, of all the comforthe possessions, the stuff he had in his

home ando go into a strange land and be an alien. That was a huge test. So he first shixifiass

Then last weekve looked at Genesis 15. Agaie're jumping a lot, but in Genesis 15, he sacrififes

you will, his preent. What | mean by thas he's inbetweenvhat we called last wedking in the gap
between the promissoming to usbeing proclaimed to ysind the fulfiiment of that promise. Ware

all living in that gap, and so in our present the idol is doubt, to doubt God that His promises are going
to come about. We doubt Him. ikgnk that maybe He's foogten His promisesAbraham had to
sacrifice that idol of doubtf you will. He had to sacrifice his present and tfastl, that God was

there. W said it was an amazing story where he makes this sacififfoel rememberand then he



has to fight off the vultures. dthot a Oonce and doneO sacrifice. | hope you were here last week. If
you weren't, we talked about persevering and maintaining and\pnestite sacrifice. fienultimately

we said last weeksomething hugehat the reward, especially in the gap, iseenthe fulfillment of

the promise. fe reward is His relationship, thaewalready havehe reward and that's Him. &\said

last week that God came and brought the coveaadte said, OI'm going to be God to yand also

I'll give you the landd What we do is we say, OWhat? The land®&Oput all our hopes and

everything and we just grope for the larahd God is saying)'® your reward.(o for usto come to
thatundestanding that He's the rewétdhe relationshp with Him is the reward. & we've seen this

all throughScripture. David says in the Psaln®n@ thing have | askeaf the LORD, that will | seek

after. that | may dwell in the house of the LORDthE days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the
LORDand to inquire in His teple. O Moses, in Exodus 33, when heads the peopleut of the

bondageof slavery andthen they build the golden cadndGod says to thenHe says to Moses,

OTake your peofH the first time He calls them Oyour peopleO and not Omy peQubk@ your

people into the land which | have promised them.O Remember the land and God? OTake them into th
land, but | will not go in your midst.O In other words, OYou can have the land, but you're not going to
have Me.OMoses cries out and says, OIf You dontvigio us, don't take us into the land.O In other
words, OWe don't want the land if dan't have You.O v@r and over again. So I'm hoping you're

with me that the goal and the reward ultimately is being in His presence, is being with Him. That's
going tobekey in what we're going to do.

So he sacrifices his present, and then in Genesis 21, the beginning of the promise is starting to be
fulfilled in the birth of Isaac. So he finally has a son throBghah, his own son and a gbat is\

think of 25yearsof waitingto havea child an heir. He finally has a son, and inttban, all of his

hopes andireams and all of the promises of God for the futweswrapped up in that son.oN we're
going to look atAbraham has to sacrifice his past, presamt in Genesis 22, he has to sacrifice his
future. What an incredible act of worship to say, OGod, You have all of my future. You have
everything. | give it to you. My hands are off of ittO So look with me in Genesis 22. We'réogoing
justwalk thiough ths again. ThereOs a whole MteOre goin splitthis up into three partshe call,

the journey and the sacrifice. In all three sections there's a place where Abraham's going to say, OHer
| am,O to God. But | want you to see that the tynehich he says iandthe stylethe manner that he
says, OHere | a@is completely different all three timesbelieve Let's look at the call first. Verse 1,
Qhfter these thingSod tested Abrahanand said to him,Abraham® Andhe said, OHere | a@ie

said, @akeyour son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him
there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which | shall te®@\ow. In one fell

swoopN bamN in one verse, what an incredible callut let's break this down really quigk The first
thing | want you tesedN it saysthatafter these thindé God tested Abraham. Let's first get this
concept in that God's not testing Abraham as if He doesn't know, Ols Abeatigrmy guy? Is
Abraham ging tocome through? Does Abraham have whttkes?O It's not that Gedésting
Abraham for Himself. Relyl the tests come into our lifeorefor us. It's likeJames says@ount it

all joy, mybrothers when you meaetials of various kindsfor you knowthat the testingf your faith
produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its fullteéfegbu may be perfect and complete,
lacking nothingd So God is doing something through our &est we've seeniityouOve read Genesis
all through the life of GenedisAbrahamis being tested and molded by the fire. I'm the man | am
today because my father disowned me, because | had to walk away &gob@md go into ministry.
You're the person you are today because of the tastha fies and the trialgou went through. &

the test is more Gag developing Abraham. étests AbrahapandHe calls him by neeN Abraham.
Now we skipped this in GenesisN'he has a name changmesnOt heRle first was Abram which
means Oblessed fath@and then Abraham mear@father of may nations.O So his nameclares

really the promise of God that, Oin ythatthrough youall the families of the earth shall be bles€ed.



So Hecalls him by the exact name whiokfers to God's promise for higdive. IsnOt that interesting?
He calls him by nameHe saysOAbraham.Oo%®ere's what | want you to captur€his is huge.Our
calls are specific to us. God gives you a specific call. My sacrifice magakoike your sacrifice.

We get into trable when we start to look horizontally at other people and arkaheysecrificing
compared to what |Osacrificing. If you know my story, my dad disowned me for being a Christian
becaise | used to be a Muslini.had to let go of my dad, but | onlyddit by God's strength. It had
nothing to do with me. Bise God that my relationshileen restored with him. Now you may never
have to go through that, but | may never have to lose mynsaybe.| may never have to lose my job
maybe. V¢ get intatrouble when we start comparing sacrifices. Our sacrifices may be different.
Think of it this way. In John 21,believe,Jesus is talking to Pet@nd He tells Petesomething
amazing. He say®eter,(E when you were young, you used to dyesgsef and walk wherever you
wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your handsaaaotherwill dress you and carry

you where you do not want to goTe Scripture says it refers to the kivfddeaththat Peter would go
through, that Peter himseifould die a sacrificial death on the crogside down for his faith. Wéen
Peter hears that, he looks at John and goes, OWhat about him?O Do you know what2€His isay
my will that he remain untilcome, what is that to you? Yalléw me.OBeware folks, when you

start looking horizontally. Tkiis between you and Godisten, no one can crawl mthe deep parts

of your hearll you have got to go there with God. This is a personal ¥aluOve got foit's like the
Psalmist said, $2arch ra, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! And see if there
be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everl&3tiNgu've got to open up your heart and
say, OGod, look in. Where are the idols?0

So it'sa personal call Then te says to Him, OHere | am.O The first ®HamO | think is kind of a
confideniN he's received the promise of Gxthe previous chapteand now he's in the presenbeQs
walking with God. h the presence of God is where again he found the reisavkeretrue,| believe
fulfillment and joy comes. &lcomes out and says, OHere | am.O Now | want to contrast this with
Adam and Eve in Genesis 3:8. When Adam and\Bwear thifl when theyhear God walking

through the garden, the Bible says that they lmedniselves from His presence. Theaifsgt sin does to

us. When we®trapped in a lifestyle of sin, it draws us away from the presencedf\8e want to

draw back from God, from ¢hvery thing that's our rewdsidHis presence. We want to get away from

it. Isn't that ashame? We miss out on God I&re he's walking with GodHe cries ouytandhe says,
OHere | am, Lord. Here | am.O Worship begins with that affirmative response to God's call. By th
way, faith begins with God's Wd. Romans 10:1N 5o then faith comes frofnearing, and hearing

by the word oChristO When God speaks, we say, OHere | am.O Now look what happens. Here's the
cdl, verse 2.He said, OTake, go and offe¥e said, Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you
love..@® Now itOénteresting. You have a fodold characterization of Isaa€He said, Dake your

son, your only son Isa@N calls him by namid Qvhom you loveOONow. It's almost like, OOkay

God, | know who You're talking aboGtBut He just is pressingown. OTake your son, your only
son...O Now, I've got to park, @your only sq@ for a second because this is huge. You've got to go
backreally quicklyto Genesis 21lverse 12with me. As you're turning there, let me say this. If you
remember, wln Isaac is born, Ishmae&tho was the son that came from disobedietia Abraham

slept with HageN they had a sorishmael. Ishmael scoffs at IsaaGarah is upset by this and

basically tells Abraam, OGet rid of Ishmael.GoviNAbrahamis wrestling inhis heartshould he let go

of Ishmae] or should he hold on to him? Now certainly he loves his son, right? But I think there was
something more at play here, and we see it in verse 12. Look aBiiszau said to AbrahamBé®

not displeased becaai®f the boy or because of your slave woman. Whatever Sarah says to you, do as
she tells you, for througlsaacshall your offspring be namgaiO It's interesting that God seeks to
comfort Abraham by saying, OGo ahead and let go of Ishmael bé&taakam in Isaac your seed

shdl be called. The promise is throutgaac.O And | wonder if just maybe Abraham was wrestling



with letting go of Ishmael because, OHey, maybe | ought to hold him for a backup plan. What if Isaac
doesn't turn out to breeally thepromise?O And maybe again Abraham is wrestling with this idol of
comfort, of holding on. He'strying to holdon to backup plans and God's saying, ONo, let go of him.O
In Genesis 15 last week we sdid thought Eleazar, his servanas probably going tbe the heir. He
propped him up as the heir for God, and God s&ld, ®e's not your heir. Isddd'm going to give

you a son.O dWv He's saying, OGet rid of Ishmael.©c#&ch this. Abraham has gotten rid of all
backup plans, all reserves. All repatents argone, and he has one sonovNGod turns around dn
says, OGive me your only son.O So lis&wd desires from you and from me that indispensable thing
in your heart, the one thing that you canreplace if you let go 6f your one and only. fat is true
worship. When you say to God, OThis one thing | have that's irreplaceable, indispensable, | offer to
You because You are infinifelore valuable to me than tdé that's worship. That's what God wants
from us. You see, the value of the offez give God goes up as the number of replacemiéytsu

will, goes down. Have you ever gotten a gift from somiEdike somenesays, OHey, here you

go\ gives you a gifil IOe done this befoié where they hand msomethindl and| feel stupid
afterwards beause at firstiOnlike, OOh, thank you so much. That is so cool,0 and then they
immediately go, OOh, no worriedve got a hundredfahem.O Rht when they say that, I'm still
grateful but | feel kind of stupid for being so excited about it. ok cheapens it a little bit, because
he's got a hundred of them. But when someone offers me something that they onhyehafy¢he

value of that.. That's what God did for us. John 3:1BpK30G0d so loved the worldhat He gave His
only Son, thatvhoever believes in Him shouidt perish but have eternkile.0 That's the value.

That's what God wants from ywour one and only.

Then it says, your son, your only son, whom you l&e.Now this is pretty interesting. God knows

what we love irour hearts. God knows what we sacrifice for. You sacrifice for whatever you love,
and God looks into your hearHe knows who you love. dile's the thing that we've got to grab here.

We don't choose what our sacrifices are. We don't come to GodyariGad, this will be my

sacrifice.O No, God looksdsays, OThat's your sacrificgour one and only son, whom you love.O

God chooses our sacrifices. You see, I'm really good at offering up my own sacrifices to God. I'll say
to God, OGod, come,anan | went to the Middle Eagor You. | suffered forYou. The facilities

were badd In January, you canayfor meN I'm going to India OGod, | werdll over the world for

you or something.®ll prop up all these sacrifices. And let me tell you, gan be so busy doing
sacrifices and serving God all you want and still at the same time have an-Stapgr&uilding-sized

idol on your heart.You can. All those sacrifices you make are just a smoke screen, and God sees past
all of that and He seesat big, honking idol in your heart. He's saying, Ol want that thing you love,
your one and only. lantthat.O God gets ticked offesus got ticked d¥f the Pharisees were really

good at thatwerenOt theyThey did all kinds of sacrifices for Go@hey did all kinds of works for

God. They had this whole tradition, this whole ritualistic religiorupethat they were meeting and

they were doing. An@od says about théinJesus says;This people honorsle with theirlips, but

their heart is far frorMe.O God wants the thing that's in your heart that you love.

So He says, Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of. Mdriah
Now this is interesng. The name Moriah talks gfsion, thatm the hill of the Lordfhe mountain of

the Lord, the Lord shall be seenhéh hés going to call the mountain thiaé sees the Loy@®The
LORD-Will -Provide.OThat word,OProvidg® andOsee® hergare related. & we get a taste of the
salvation that'gioingto come righthere. Ultimately thegoal, the destination is the top of the mountain
where the Lord shall be seen. Now keep that in mind as we keep going, because uliyaaitig
presence of God is the reward. What's interesting is in 2 Chronicles 3, we |eaorilb is where
Solomon built his templeSo today if you go to Jerusalem, if you go to the Temple Mount, the
Templd3 not ther@nymore. Now ishis thing called the Dome of the Rock, which the Muslhave



built. I've been therel've walked inside There's a big, giant rock where they clbimatch this, if

you read the Qurdhthat Abraham offered up Ishmael. Now, | don't want to bash Islam today. | have
a lotof Muslim friends. | love theml speak to theml respect thembut I've got toell you | have a

lot of problemwith this for a couple of reasons. First of all, how are we going to believe one man in a
cave, Muhammad, who goes against all kinds of historical evidence and traditionClhuidtian

tradition, that sgs thatlsaac was thene offered up?Then one man says, ONo, it was Ishy@aehd

we're going to with him? That's the first one but put that aside. The second oneN®vthisear this.
This story makes absolutely no sense apart from Christ. If you don't have Chirdgiggn't point to
Christ, this story is meaningless. It makes no sense in the model of Islam, that youestil dsann

your salvation byour works. Keep that in mind/Ve're going to keepgoing. So e gets this calland

He tells him to go and tdr. Now I'm going to say a word on that real quick. | said to you that we all
have a specific call; now here's the deal. You may never have to let go of youraiairsaid pf your

son, of your job, but here's where we all fallanthe same umbta. Hear thi8l the word Ooffer.O
That's where we all have the same calling. We all are called to offer to God, our very bestpour all
one and only thing. Wether or not He gives it back to us is another story. But all of us are called to
that. Does that make sense&¥l of us are called to offer t&od as an act of worship.oShe gets this

call and then that nigRitl can imagin8l becauseverse 3 starts ofhat inthe next morninj he wakes

up and hestarts off. So can you imagine that night? tkdransition between Act 1 and Atteal

quick. The call andhat nighlN can you imagine Abraham laying under the stars? Can you imagine
the scene that niig under the stars looking at, realllge promise? OAs many as the stars are, so will
your desendants be.O Can you imagine the anguish? Talk about a damf tighsoul. Aranguish

that he had thinking about what he was about to do? It reminds me of Jesus Christ Himself. In the
garden of Gethsemamefore He went to the crd$édde’s in the galen prayingand the Scripture tells
usthat He was in such turmoil and anguish thetally blood was dripping down His face. So listen,

if you are going through anguish because of what God's calling you to let go of, you're in good
company. They werthrough that dark night of wrestling with God.

Then the morning comes. Let's go to the jourridgw letOs read this/erse 3 (5o Abralam rose
early in the morningsaddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with hinhisuisdn Isaac.
Andhe cut the wood for the burnt offering amdnt to the place afhich God had told him. t©the
third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the pfeme afar. Thermbraham said to his young men,
GBtay fere with the donkey;and the boy will go over theand worship and come agaia you.@nd
Abraham took the wood of the burnt offfigriand laid it on Isaac his sonnd he tookn his hand the
fire and a knife. Sthey went bothof themtogetherO Now that's the journeyLetOs real quickly talk
about ths. The first thingthatl wantyou to see is that so mu@hwritten about the journepy the
way, much more detaihanreally the call or the sacrificeThe journey.Why does God go intde
detail the minutia dEl mean, he saddles his donkey, thie cuts the woodDo we really need to
know allthis? He calls the sonsls all of this really important for us to know? 1 think it's important
that God takes time to write in His Scripture the details. Becsi®n,here's the truth. Worship is
not just on top of the mountain when we offer the sacrifice. Worship is the jotooeyWorshp is
obedience to Gaqdlay in, day out,Hrough the routine of lifé you worship God. Shear this:
Abraham was worshiping God when he saddled his donkeyvadeing obedient to the call at that
moment. When he was cutting the wood, he was being obedient tai@blde was worshiping God.
When he called the mewhen he was walking with his son, he was worshipind.G0bedience is
worshigN not justsacrifiee. We don't worship God only on Sunday morrengn Saturdaynight or

on Sunday night We worship God on Monday, Tuesd Wednesday, Thursday, Fridaghrough the
day in,day out routine in obedient¢e God. Saul took a sacrificéde did it himself. He didn't wait on
Samuel like he should have. When Samuel camté®scene in 1 Samuel, he told S&@$aul, to obey
is better than sacrifié® meaning God would rather see obedience in your life. You see, Abraham



here does thsacrifice buthe also doesbedience. e point is thisnot to throw out sacrifice bt
saysacrifice without the obedience is incomplete. Sacrifice without the heart is incomplete. God
wantsto see it in your life, not just on SundaySaturdayn singing to Him in worshipHe wants to

see it in obedienceTurn to Micah 6:6.1t sopoints right to Isaacl want to read this to youith

what shall | come before the LORD, and bow myself beforeo@tig? Shall | come before Him

with burnt offerings, with calves a yeald? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of ramits,

ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the
sin of my soul® That points right to Isaac. Does God just want thafisa®r Look 4 this in verse 8:
(He has toldyou, O man, what is good; and what does the L@&JDire of you but to do justice, to
love kindnessand to walk humbly with your Go@? Ultimately what God is trying to train Abraham to
is obedience, thaOWhen | speakpy move.O That's worshiping God.

| love it in verse 3 of Genesis 2i,says, Qo Abraham rose early in the mornin@ By the way, in

the previous chapter when God told Abraham to go ahead and let go of Ishaiaek read in verse

14 of Genesis 21he same thingo Abraham rose early in the mornin@ Same thing.l love tha

about Abraham. God speékbe doesn't waitHe wakes up the next morning early and gets moving.
God wants that kind of obedience from us. | think of Philip in Acts &mwbod tells him to overtake

this chariot where a man is reading from Isaiah, ultimately to sstteehim.He says, OGovertake

this chariot,0 and the ScriptimeActs 8says CBoPhilip ran to hinEO | lovethat. Philip didn't

mosey over.Philip didn't send someone elséle didn't walk over.Philip ran to him. Thakind of
obediene God wants. We worshtpat way. One tirré this may speak to yduione timel got an
incredible offer to preach at this big church that was a historical church. justase of those

incredible, nice opportunities. Weil just so happened that | also had something @lsayocalendar

on that same dayl. was at lunch with this pastoHe asked me, ODo you want to preach this Sunday?0
I'm like, OAre you kidding m® Tie other thig thatl hadwasthat | wasspeakingn Duluth, Georgia

to a group ofcollege studenisibout 20 of the, poolside. Duluth, Georgi&0 colle@ students this

big, giantchurctN an amazing opportunity. Now what | didn't tell you isieathat morning, | was

having a quiet timeand God was speaking to me through the Provdrtustantegrity. He said,
Olntegrity...integrity...integrity, Afshin. | want to see integrity in your life.O So | prayed, OGod, | want
integrity to be he hallmark of my life.O Hre's the test. So here | have this option, @mdike,

OWow.Q call my friend in Georgia because he's a buddy of nand he'djive me a bunch of dates.

I'm like, OHey, do you still have #®other dates available?@'sHike,OYeahman, it doesn't matter.

Do you want to switch?O So we go through all those other datki just so happens that all the

other dates now are nabrking for me. So nowl justsay ODon't worry. I'll be there.O He's like,

ONQo no, what is 2O ¢ drags it out of meand | tell himwhere | got the offer to preacite's like,

OBro, go preach there. You're not coming to my little Bible study. Go preach there. You don't even
have to pay about it. I'm telling yoN go preach there.O He watatly okay with it, but God was

saying to me, OAfshin, integrity...integrity...integrity.Ol Gl the office of the pastor. HE secretary
answersand I'm like, Ol can't do it.gbta prior engagement.Co &dd salt to the wound, she's like,
OManhe rever gives up his pulpit.0m like, OThanks Thanksa lot for that on€® So right théhand

this is how God doesNtright then she goes, OOh, whitld on@N sheputs me on hold because the
pastor was walking through the office. The pastor goesy Qidve you heard back froishin?0

She's like, OQlactually, he's on the pharendhe can't do it.O éHgoes, OOh, that's great because
actually | gotanother date thatvorks better.O So she gets on the phone with me and asks me the date
andlike, Yes!® it works on my calendar. dt me tell you, | have never been more excited to speak to
20 college studentpoolside. like, OI'm supposed to be héoe some reaso® But here's the deal.

The point of that whole story is this. He would have betlly fine with that. | could have preached
thatfirst Sunday antbeen okay. But listéth | would have moved a little further away fro@When

God speaks, | movd:m obedient.O Hat's not worth giving up for any opportunity.



God wants obedience frous. David took the ark into the cigndthere vas a prescribed way to take

the ark on the acacia poles witte Levites carrying it. ®you know what David does? He throws it

on a cart. He starts weebl®bbling this ark into the citylt starts taip over. A man here reaches up

to grab the ark As soon as he touches the ark, God strikes him dead. That's how serious God is with
obedience. He wants to see it in your life. So David goes badkhe sees how God told him to do it
and he walksn obedience. tis not just this legalistic thing becaumsterN after he takes the six steps,
then David is free to sing and dance and worship God and make a fool efffipsu know the story.

You know why? Because obedience leads to freedom gnexy Disobedience leads to bondag
Worship is obedience day iday out. $ the journey is important.

Let's keep going. He lays the wood on his sbon't let that slip you he important that is a3esus
takes His cross up the Mllthejourney to he sacrifice. Wimately Simon grabs the crossirries it p
for the sacrifice. So thererse R wowN Isaac breaks the silefi¢esays to Abraharhis fathey Ay
fatherlO Heres the second OHere | am.© sdlys, Bereaml, my sorO Now this OHerainO is
completely different thathe first. The fist onél OHere | adN confident before Gdd Q.etOs goND
this one isprobably a cringinly he probably knows what his son is thinkingde@eam|, my sorO

His son asks him a question. He stybim @ehold thefire and the wood, but where is the lamb for
a burnt offering® What a great questior.s€e the fire.l see the wool this doesn't make sense. |
don't see a burnt offering.Get me say this real quicklyThat exactly is the message of thspel.

Hear this. It doesn't make sensen flact, 1 Corinthians tells us that the message of the cross is
foolishness to the world. T®e word of the cross is foltg those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of G&d.1 Corinthiansays It doesn't make sense teetworld. In fact, it
goes on andays, the Jews, they want a sigdesus said, OThe only sign I'm going to give you is the
sign of Jonah. Just as Jonaént into the belly of the whatéree days, I'm going to goto the belly

of the earththree days.O They were looking for a sign. The Greedeslaoking for wisdom. Like
Acts 17 when Paul goes into Athens, they're reasanifigey're looking for wisdomDo you know
what he says? The cross, the message of tipelgissa stumbling block to the Jews becausg'the
thinking the Messiatgyoing to be an earthly ruler that's going to set up an earthly kingehohit
makes no seesfor the Messiah to diet'd foolishness to the Grieg to the world. Foolishnes§Vvhy
would God sacrifice His own Son for us? It doesn't make sévee. listen. Just because it doesn't
make sense doesn't mean it's not from God. In fact, that's where God really is. God takes the foolish
things of he world to shame the wise o 8wat cross divides everyore this room. You are eitheno
the group that's perishing today or in the group that's got salvation today because of that cross.

Let me say this real quicklywhen I left Houston to go intainistry, | had $4 in my pockedidn't

have a job.l had the 1 semestes tuition paid for by my churchMy dad was going to pay for my
entire medical schooll was going to take over his practice. Talk about foolishness. My dad's friends
called me and said, OYou're an idiot. Y\#ra you letting go of?0 It didn't make sense to them. But
whoever said it has to make sets¢éhe world? God calls youyou step out. isten to his answer
here,verse 8.@5od will provide for imself the lamb for a burnt offeringy sor© Now | love this.

Realy quickly. This is faith, that you take a step of faith before seeing the provision's Wittt he
says. Ol'm going to take this step, and | kn@wad's going to provide.Oeldays it in confidence to the
men that OWe're going tcomeback to you, not just me. &will come back to you.O So he takes that
step of obediece before the provision. &&ee thigll throughout Scripture. he Israeliteswhen they
were in the wilderne$sGod gave them manna, bread from thg fikst sufficien for that day, didnOt
He? Why? Because He's training the people, tBatou take the next day and you take the atap

you go in anticipation that | will provide.O That's faiflust forthe day. Jesus Himself, in LukeNLO

He sendsut the 70 two bywo. He sends them quindHe tells them ODon't take a knapsadRon't



takemoney bag. You just go. I'm going to provide. Il meet you there.O That'©wti does. &
sacrificesometimel the call of worship is usaking that step without eveneseg it. It's like Isaiah
30:21 that says,Addyour ears shall heaa word behind you, saying, OThis is the way, walk in it,0
when you turn to the right or whemu turn to the lef® So you take the steBod speaksOl'm there
with you.O

Now, sotheres the callthereOthe journey andfinally we get to the sacrifice_ook at this. Verse 9:
Q\Vhen they came to the plaoéwhich God had told hir®ybrahambuilt the altar there and laid the
wood in order andound Isaac hisa and laid him on th altar,on top of the wood.Then Abraham
reached out hisand and took the knife to slaughbés sonO | love this whole idea of vahip. Go

back to verse 5 whemesays, Stay lere with the donkey;and the boy will go over thesnd

worshipO LetOsampon this. Worship is what's about to happen on this niain. It's not just
obedienceit's the sacrifice too. iere were two worshipers that day. &itlsere was Abraham.
Abraham § again offering up to God his one and only, his preciousadioof, his futue, all of his

hopes and drearisthe one indispemdle thing he's giving to GodOve already said thi¥hat is true
worship. When you say to GodY6u are infinitely more valuable than everything in my life, this most
important thing.CLike last weekwe said it's like the man and the wife at the wedding altar, when the
man tells the wifeOl d@N in that same moment, he's telling all the other girls in the wotldon't.O
He's saying, Ol fsake all of them) burn allthe ships.I'm letting go of everyone else because you're
more valuable to me. | want to be with you.O In the same way, that's how we worship God. OTo be
with You in Your presence is more valuable than any of these things.Owiiati. The second
worshiper tlat day is Isaaclsaac himself.He's not a little baby infant. He was old enough to carry
wood, wasnOt hePle was old eough to reason, to underst&h®Hy, where's the sacrifice?Onto
commentators say he was proba®$0 years old. Some say he veateenager. Either way,
understand that Isaac knew what was happening as he was being boaumdl hgofferedhis very life

on that alta, didnOt hePe laid himself down. That's Romans 12:0! appeal to you, brothers, by the
mercies of God, torpsentyour bodies adiving sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worshipO You worship God when you lay your life down, and it's this incredible transaction
that happens atéhcross. Jesus put it this wa&)if you want to holgour life, you're going to lose @.
Matthew 16:25.@But if you lose your life for My sake, you will find it.O You lose your, bied you

find life.

Now here's what | want you to see. This is the beautiful pat©s run to the end hert theend

when he's on the mountaihen, verse 11Butthe angel of the LORD calletb him from heaven and

said, OBraham, Abraham!O Ahe said, @ere am1.OONow that's a whole different tone. The first

one was a confident, OHere | am. What do You toavee, God?O The second one was aiogng

OHere | am, my son.(nhig one is aOWhew!O This one is a joyoeghilarating, jibilant, OHere | am,
God.Ol want you to see it this way. Literallie’'s sayingOHere | ar® in the presence of God. The

Lord will be seen on top of that mountain where He provitlesen. Why? At that moment,

Abraham had lost every idol of his heart. Il let go of all of them. A.W. Tozer in laeok,which
youDveot toread,The Pursuit of God chapter two will rockyour face off. It's calleddThe

Blessedness of Possessing Nothing.O Every time | read it, IOm like, OOh my gosh. IOm not a Christic
IOm just kidding | donOt do thaOThe Blessedness of Possessing Nothing.O Do you know what he
says? He talks alt this story.He says ain the moment Abraham offered up Isdae,said at that
momenthe possessed nothing. He says you may say, OHey, wait a minute. He got his son back. Wa
a minute. He still had all theattle, all the livestock, his wife. e-ad all that stil.O éfsaid this.He

has a lot of stuff, but he doesn't possess anything. At that moment, his hands were off of everything in
his lifeN God possessed therilear this. That's where the presenekthe Lord is. Why? Psalm 24:

Q\Vho shall ascend the hill of the LORD®1d who shalktand in His holy place? He who has clean



hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to what isQalskesus says thi®lessed are

the pure in heart, for they shall see GddPure in he&itno idols, conpletely surrendered to Chiiét

that's vihere God is found. You see Godou're in His presenceYou have that rewardde says,

OHere | am.O What a beautiful picture on top of that mountain. That's what it's going to take to get
there. It'gyoing to take that kind of sacrifice. Bobk at me here. e message,ig's worth it.

So we've got to go to the beautiful ending here. We can't close without this. Here's the ending. A
sacrifice still happensloesnOt itRook in verse 13.3And Abraham liftecup his eyes and looked, and
behold,behind him was a rangaught in a thicket by its horgs. As we go into Thanksgiving weekend,
Aggies know that salvation comes by the HorBstry. ThatOs horrible, | knowAnd Abraham lifted

up hiseyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by it®\hdrns.
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up asrnt offering instead of his s@h.Nw this is

the awesome ending. Jesus said it this. waylohn 8 Jesusaid this. DonOt miss this. Jesus ceme
Bunch of Jews He looks at thefrandHe says thisOrour father Abrahamejoiced that he would see
My day. He saw it and was gla@.John 8.He didn't say, OYour father Abraham longed to see My
day, and that wa it.0 He said, OHe sayaiid he was glad.O Where did he see it? Here in Genesis
22. Abraham saw the Lord. In theuntain, the Lord shall be seemhe Lod will provide. He saw

the ram. He saw tle picture of Jesus Christ.gAin| say to yoy the story is meaninglesgart from
Christ. So hear me hererlhis is where Jesus is proclaimed loyddelieve than anything else in the
Old Testament right her&hissacrifice.

Let me take you to a story of a man named Barabbas. Barabbas wasremhttedie. He led an
insurrection against the Roman Empitde was a thiefHe was condemned to die. You know the

story. Jesulll they want to kill Him. They want to crucify Him. They bring Him to Pontius Pilate
Theysay, OCruify him.O Pontius PiateN the custom wake could release one prisoner before
Passoverand so he brings out Jesus. He bringsBamibbasandhesays to the people, OWho do you

want me to release to you, Jesus or Barabbas?O They shout out, OBaralitmse{eaSes Baradh

OWhat do you want me to do with Jests is called the Christ?Ghdy shout out, OCrucify him!O

That story has been debated. We sdwen OThe PassiOoame oupeople hotly debated, Ols this anti
Semiti®@ Does this mean that the Jews killed JesDs®id the Romans kill Jesus?Oe \all want to

point to other peoplé let me tell you somethirjall of us need to point to ourselves and see tugse

in the person of Barabbas. ListeBarabbas was condemned to die. There is nothing he could have
doneto wriggle himself out of his predicament. He couldn't say, OWait a minute. Let me do some
good things now. Let me try teelp some people. Let nggve some money. Let me try to do some

good things and get out of this.O He was condemned tdlaelook here. If there was no Jesus

Christ that day on the scene, if there was no substitutionary sacrifice, you can be sure that Barabbas
would have been nailed to a cross between two thieves. The only reason Barabbas is set free is becat
of a substitibnary sacrificél Jesus Christ Himself. The only reason Isaac is restoreis father is

because thers@ram caught in the thicket by iterns. 2 Corinthians says that God was reconciling

the world to Himself through Jesus Christ, not imputing thegpasses to them. So you are reconciled

to the Father only because of that cross, because of the sacrifice. So today if you have not repented a
turned to Jesus Christ, accepted His work orctbss as payment for your shhhear thil you still

standin judgment. John3:35-36 say it this wayIrhe Father loves the Son and has given all things

into his hand. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not
see life, but the wrath of God remains on Jm¥u don'thave the Son tod&yyou still have the wrath

of God on you. The only way for you to be set free is through that sacrifice, Jesus Christ. The greates
act of worship you can make today is to come to Him and say, OJesus, | need You. | can't do this. |
offer myself. You are more valuable than everything in my life. I've tried doing it myself. | lay

myself down. | need You.Oet me tell you somethingThat's where the Lord will be found.



| want you to bow your heads with me and close your eyesnt you to just taka moment and

respond to God's Wfd before we go. If you're here togdand you don't kne Jesus as your Lord and
SaviolN | mean,never been a time when yee repented and turned to Hihyou don't have to go

through a bunch of hoops atabps\ there's goto be a day Jesus calls a day of spiritual birthnl€3s

one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of@dflyou're here today and there's never been a
time where you cried out to Gpdndyou offered yours to Him and said, Qleed Yo@N if you've

never lost your liferi order to find i all you haveto doin your heartconfess iryour heart that you're

a sinner.You're saved by grace through faith, through faith accept what He did on the cross. So why
notright now just callout to Him? Just pray, OJesus, I'm a sinner. I'm separated from You. | need
You. Thank You for dying on the cross to gaymy sins. Come into my lifeCleanse me of my

sins and | offer my life to You, to follow Yo@ If you're hereand you knowlesus as your Lord and
Savior, if there's that one and only, indispensable thing, right now as an act of worship, would you offer
it to God? Say, OGod, it's Yours. You are infinitely more valuable than everything in my life. |
worship You.O Say to GodGod, I'm going to worship You through my obedience to show You Your
worth by the way | live.O

OWe love YouJesuswe thank Youfor dying on the cross for us. Forgive us for holding back our
lives. And God, | pray that we would be surrendered profdhat mountain and let You have every
part of us. For Your glory and in Your name we pray. Amen.O



