My name is Afshin Ziafat.'m glad to be back at the Village Churchhis is my home

in Dallas. I'm not in Dallas too often, but when | am, this is my hoi&e.if you've never
seen me here, | have a ministry where | travel and preach all over theycandtthat's
pretty much what | doSo when I'm in Dallas, a lot of times | get to fill in for Ma8o

I'm always looking forward to times to be hefkhis is a church | dearly love've been

all over the map the last couple of weeks, so I've@tlt you this real quick before we
get started.About two weeks ago, | was at the World Series sitting on top of the Green
Monster at Fenway ParkAnd let me just say, it helps to know someohbave a friend
who's in the front office of the Red S@q | got to go to the World Series and that was
incredible. And then this past week, | was in the Middle E&3tose of you who have
heard me preach here before will know that | am involved in a ministry where | go three
or four times a year for a week a time to train Iranian pastors or waitn@apastors,

future pastorsl can't go into Iran, but it's a neighboring countifhey come and we

train them and they go baclSo | got the incredible opportunity to go and trafmd at

the end of the weelsome of our former students came from Iran to where we were and
we got to have a report and just kind of a little confereticeas incredible, and |

actually got back FridaySo literally, I've just flown in and come straight to Dallas to
preach hereSo | was pretty jet lagged last night and today I'm a little weird, but I've got
to tell you this little story before we start because | almost didn't think | would make it
here to the Villagel say that kind of jokingly, but I've just got to tell yaunat

happened.My flight was at 5:30 in the morning on Friday, so | left the hotel at 3:00.

got a cab, said good bye to everyone, got all my stuff together, went downstairs, waited
for the cab and the cab came around 3:00 in the mori@nd.just thow my stuff in, I'm

in the back of the cab and I tell the guy to go to the airport and I'm just kind of barely
awake. He gets about half a mile down the road, and | notice he's on the phone with
someone.I'm like, OHmm, that's kind of weird@hree in tle morning on the phone.

Who's up?CHe's on the phone with someone and all of a sudden, no joke, about half a
mile from the hotel, he pulls over to the side of the road and | see this guy walking up
with a black trench coat on the phone with hide coms over, the driver gets out of the
vehicle and gets in the passenger seat and the guy in the trench coat gets in the driver's
seat. So now I'm starting to wake up a little biaAnd he drives a little bit further down

and he drops the original driver @fiid we're off to somewher&o I'm just like, OUm,

what just happened®h, hello Osamayhere are we going?(n like, OWhat is going
on?0l mean | literally was like, OThis is iThis is when it happensThis is when | go to
that room with the fiveguys in the hoods with the AK7's.OANd | want you to know,

my first thought was, OMommy!O but my second thought, | was thinking oT fisuis
weird, but one of my first thoughts was, OIf they do take me to where t4& flys

are, | wonder if thell'let me have a phone callfust one phone call so | can call the
Village Church and tell them they might need someone to fill in this weekemaihdt

know why, but that was my first thoughAnyways, | finally speak up because I'm not
justgoing tolet this guy drive.So | don't speak the language of the country that I'm in, |
speak Farsi and | just speak in English and say, OHey uh, who aré/feué are we
going?OAnNd so, he turns around and he knows broken Farsi, the language of Iran, and he
just kind of says to me, OAre you from Irad@®Otell him yeah and we start talkingim

like, OHey, | don't know who you arkm not comfortable with that, with what just
happened, with where we're goingH@'s like, OI'm the night driverltn like, OYeah



right. I'm Little Red Riding Hood okayLet's go back.Turn this thing around right
now.OHe's like, ONo, we're going to the airpaithat's the problem?0go, OListen, I'm
not comfortable.Take me back to the hotel right nowhave no i¢a who you are.O

And so, he curses at me in Farsi and I'm like, Ol don't taeeseen one too many
episodes oP4, alright?0So he whips the car around and comes back to the hotel, the
manager comes out, all these other people come out and they;'@What's wrong?0
And so, he's yelling at them in some language and they come over to me and ask in
English, OWhat's wrong, sir?@ like, OI'm sorry but | don't know who this guy is.O
They say, OHe's our night drivéde's fine.OAnd I'm like, OO&y, I'm fine now. We can

go now.OANnd now, | get back in the car with this gufwkward doesn't even begin to
describe this.I just for all intents and purposes just accused this guy of being an al
Qaeda terrorist and now I've got to spend 30 minuatésa car with him.Like, where do
you go from there?0So um, are you marriedP@ean, what do you say after tha$®

he was kind of ticked offHe was flying like 100mphHe was mad at me, but I'm like,

Ol don't carel'm an American, a former Ml and it's 3:00AM in the Middle East.

don't do the switcka-roo driver thing on the side of the roakin sorry.OSo we book it

to the airport, he gets off, lets me out and it was so fuklgygrabs my stuff and threw,

I'm not kidding, he threw migags onto the sidewalk, jumped back into the cab and took
off. And I'm standing there thinking, OGod bless you and thank you for giving me a great
story for my repertoire.®ut I've got to tell you, | was in the back of that cab just saying,
OGod, | lovérou. This is life right now.3:15 in the morning, I'm in the back of a cab in
the Middle East, some guy's ticked off and I'm being driven to the aifpdra says

being a Christian's not fun?0

Okay, here's what we're going to dé/e're going to prayirst, so | want you to bow your
heads, close your eyes and we're going to prayvery excited to make it and be here

with you. The Lord's put something on my heart for us, and | want you to prepare your
heart. Just take a moment and say, OGod, Speaile. Speak to my heartPrepare my

heart. | want to hear from You.@Father, we love YoiWe thank You, God, for your

word. We thank You for how Your word speaks to us, equips us, rebukes us, challenges
us and encourages ukpray for hearts, fosouls today who are listening, who do not

know You or maybe know You and are in this place where the reality of that relationship
hasn't taken root in their life, they're running after things maypest pray, God, that

you'd speak to our hearts an@wrus to what the gospel truly is all aboU¥e love You.

It's in Christ's name we prayAmen.O

If you're in this room, you're probably like mBlost of us if not all of us are in what |

like to call the Ogap.Qet me explain what | mearThe gap isvhere God has given us

an incredible promise, and incredible call, He's called you to Himself, He's given you this
amazing promise and the promise has not yet completely fulfiltdthsn't been

actualized, and so you're living in this gap between ttredible promise and the

fulfillment of it. The promise is, we all know the verses, Jesus said, OThe thief came to
steal, kill and destroy, but | came to give you life and give it to the f@ib@ve're like,

OGod, You promised me abundant lifev® allknow Jeremiah 29, Ol know the plans |

have for you, plans to prosper you, to give you hope and a future, not to harm you.O And
so, we can quote those back to God, OGod, You promised me an incredible future, You



made this amazing promise,O and maybe whaisened is maybe the child isn't born
yet, the marriage isn't happening, the ministry hasn't taken off, the business is failing, |
don't know what's going on and you're like, Ols thisGit®l, where's the abundant life

and where are those promised®P@asn't been actualized and you're living in this gap.
So the question isHow do you live? And for most of us, most of our life is in that gap
because the ultimate fulfillment of that promise is when we spend eternity with God.
And so we have this gdp deal with.

Well, | love that the gospel is not just a New Testament ittestarted in the Old
Testament.Galatians 3 says that the gospel was proclaimed to Abraham, saying that OIn
you, all the nations of the earth will be blessebll@xt of Gensis is Abraham living in

that gap.Now let me explainln Genesis 12, he gets an amazing promise from God:
OAbraham, go out of your father's country, go out of this land, and I'm going to make you
a great nation.@\nd the greatest promise He makes im&ss 12 to Abraham is this,

that OThrough you, all the families of the earth shall be bles$&di@ talking about

Jesus, that OYou will have many descendants, but your ultimate desaéadant,
descendant, Jesus will be a blessing, will be a blessingst for Israel, not just for your
people but it's going to spread out to all the gentiles in all the wdHdugh you, you

get to be a part of Me and Me going ouT.fat was an amazing promise that he got.

Well then he lives in this gagn Geness 14, he has this incredible victoriot gets

captured and Abraham goes, the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah, he helps king
Melchizedek, he gets this incredible victory and the king of Sodom comes up and says to
him he wants to give him blessing and possess And he says, OLook, I've made a
covenant with GodI'm not going to touch anything that you give me because | don't
want anyone to say, that you rewarded me.Gther words what he's saying is he's

showing his incredible faith that OGod is the thvat takes care of meAhd let me say
something really quick to youMost of the times | start groaning and grumbling with

God and OWhere are Your promises?O after a great victory in myKéd.come back

from the Middle East and | say, OGod, eamn man.l was over there, the facilities

weren't that good, | suffered for you..ADd we start to throw out stuff we've done for

Him. O...I trained these guyswas in harm's way.@l this stuff we say and then,

OGod, where are Your promises®l we're going to see the same thing for Abraham.

Turn to Genesis 15 with mén Genesis 15, right after this victory, Abraham starts to
kind of grumble with God.God knows that in his heart, Abraham's wondering if God has
forgotten His promiseSo inverse 1, God speaks to hir®fter these things the word of

the LORD came to Abram in a vision: ‘Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward

shall be very great.” But Abram said, ‘O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I

continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ And Abram said,
‘Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my

heir.”” What he's saying here is thiShere's a Mesopotamian custom at the time where
if you don't have a child,ou just take your servant to be your heind basically what

he's doing here is he's trying to help God with His p@&od, You haven't come through
with Your plan, You haven't given me a child by my wife, so obviously it must be
Eliezer.OANd he's tying to help God, he's trying to say, OHere God, let's try to usher in
Your promise because You're not moving\@d | think that's what we do many times.



We see God not working the way we think He ought to work or it hasn't happened in the
time that weltink it should happen and so we start to put our hands in God'sAatain.

he tragically does this in the next chapter as you knowsenesis 16, he sleeps with
Hagar, his maigservant. And he says, OIf You're not going to give me a son, then I'm
just going to have to take matters into my own hands and sleep with myseraiaht.

And he has Ishmael and God says, OLook, | see Ishmael, but your wife Sarah will give
you a son.My plan will carry out.QO've found out that most of the times in my life when

| try to help God with His plan, all I do is just kind of delay the process and all | do is |
add more misery to myseliYyou see, at the end of the day, | don't want to be a part of
something, | don't want to be a part of a life that was me, thatt. did the end of the

day, I want my life to be something that | couldn't explain any other lbwayto just say,
OGod did it.What | love about the Village Church, you talk to any one here in
leadership and ask them how it happened, how it grew, whthisGiming, how He did

that and most of the time, you'd think there was some little booklet, some little pamphlet
from another church that the leadership reaAdd | love the fact that you've heard Matt,
you've heard anyone say, OLook, we didn't havé&iadyof booklet that we went by, it

was God.Q love the fact that the characteristic about this church is that OGod did it.O
Man, | want my life to be like thatln Isaiah 30, God says, OWoe to My people who
make plans but not of Me, who devise plansint of My Spirit. OMan, | don't want my

life to be something that | didAt the end of the day, | want to say, Ol was part of God's
plan.ODon't you? And so he tries to help God with the plan, and look at what God says
in verse four and fiveQtnd behold, the word of the LORD came to him: ‘This man shall

not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside and

said, ‘Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.’ Then

he said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.”” | love that. ONot only are you going to

have a descendant, but come out here, Abralharok at all these stars, look at all this
sand. That's going to be your descendanrtam going to do something amazing through
you. You just trust Me.O

So what do you doMow do you live in that gapPthink we can catch some things from
this text. Let's just walk through itWhen you're in the gap and you haven't seen the
promises happen yet kicking in your life, the first thing ¢ddrecognize what the true
reward really is, recognize what the true reward of the gosp&ago verse 1 Otfter

this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: ‘Do not be afraid, Abram. [ am

your shield, your very great reward.”” What God ays first and foremost, He knows he's
grumbling, OHow come the child hasn't come yEt@ promise hasn't come,O the first He
says to him is, ODon't forget, Abram, I'm your rewafdu already have the great
promise, you've got Me.@nother translationays, Ol am your shield, your reward will
increase greatly.What He's driving at there is, OI'm the source of your reviarok to
Me.O And let me say thislf that doesn't blow us away, then | don't think we truly
understand the gospel or we truly emstand what our condition was before Jesus
reconciled us to God.You see, the amazing thing about Jesus Christ is not the stuff He
gives me, the blessings; the amazing thing about Jesus Christ is that He offers me
relationship with God.He offers me r&tored relationshipThat's what's so amazing

about the gospel, not His blessing Corinthians 5 says that God was in Christ
reconciling the world to HimselfThe whole point of Jesus coming to this earth and



dying on the cross is to restore relatidpshith them. And | say to you, if you're

thinking, OWell of coursd. mean, He's GodHe wants to have a relationship with me,O
there's no Oof courseO abouTHte first 15 chapters of Genesis are all about how man
turned from God.When man turneddm God, the relationship was brokefo what

God was offering Abraham was huge helre Genesis 16, when he has this incredible
failure, he sleeps with his masg#rvant Hagar, he has this incredible lack of faith step,
he's 86 years oldin Genesis 17e's 99 years oldThirteen yearsWe don't know if

God is silent for those thirteen years, but can you imagine thirteen years for Abraham to
sit there and think, OMan, | messed messed up my end of the covenanmessed

up. He's not going toame through...maybe.@nd then in Genesis 17, God comes to
him again and He speakswant you to go to verse 7, and | want you to catch this.
verse 7, He says to Abrahamiy@1 will establish My covenant between Me and you and
your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to

you and your descendants after you. Also I give to you and your descendants after you

the land in which you are a stranger...O What God says to Abraham is this, OHere's what
you get, fere's the covenant, Here's My part, here's My blessing for'you.get Me.

I'm your God. You get me backYou maybe thought you lost Me, but I'm still your

God. Also, | give you the land.But do you know what we doWe go, OLand?0 and we
put our ges on the land and we start going after the land and we forget that the amazing
thing that caused Abraham in Genesis 17 to fall on his face at the beginning of the
chapter is that God came back to hiRestored relationship, that's what it Isze head

Matt say here that a lot of times, idols are the thing that we clench with our right hand
and that when we come to God and we want to talk to him, we're holding on to
something, He doesn't want to talk to us until we deal with #higl so we clench to
something with our right hand and that's an idwlot of the time, | found out what we

as Christians do is we idolize not just what's in our right hand, but what's in God's right
hand. We're just so mesmerized by We want the stuff in His right hdn And God is
saying to you, you're living in the gap, you feel like He's not coming thro@gt3/our

eyes off of His right hand and put them on His faQelit worshiping the things He gives
you and worship Him because He's your rewdrde land willnever, ever fulfill you.

Only a restored relationship, only that relationship will.

By the way, | remember preaching this in the Middle East with my friend, Jastn.
stood up and there were a bunch of Middle Easterners and a bunch of Muslims were
there. So | start preaching and say, OLook, religion will never save you, religion will
never fulfill you, works will never set you fre®©nly a relationship with God can, and
that only comes through Jesus ChrisAl one guy, a Muslim guy had the audpatit
raise his handAnd I'm like, OWait, you're not from our culture | guess, because | speak
and you listen.That's the way it works.@nd he raised his hand, and I'm like, OWhat
happens next? guess | call on him.@nd so I'm like, OYes?@nd hes like, OWhat
about you?lIs Jesus fulfilling you?s He enough for you?®ou're not supposed to ask
me that, right?I'm supposed to just preach ithis isn't a testAnd man, | was just

blown away. | had to come face to face with the reality thawas honest, and | was
with him actually, that He was not fulfilling méNow listen, you're saying OWhat?0
Jesus Christ was not fulfilling me and that has nothing to do with hewifdling He is,

it has everything to do with the condition of myaheat time. | was running after the



land in my heart and | was going after the idols and | was unfulfiiedJesus says,
OQuit looking at the promisé.ook at Me. I'm the reward.Worship me.O

How many of you have heard my story beforell, my da disowned me for being a
Christian. Now | have restored relationship with him, but at the beginning we didn't have
a relationship.What was really hard for me is, | was at the University of Texas, I'd come
to Houston to visit my family, I'd go to my pants' house, my dad would walk out of the
room and go into his bedroom and wouldn't talk to i8e.I'd talk with my stejmnom

and the rest of my family and I'd leav€hat was the hardest timé#.lasted for about a

year. Can | tell you somethingThatwhole time, | didn't long for my dad's money, |

didn't long for his possessions, for his blessings, for his stuff, but man, I longed for his
relationship. Growing up, | used to watch classics with my d#ée used to watch the
Humphrey Bogart stuff, thatas sort of our thing to doAnd so one day | came home

and he's not talking to me, and | got siékell hello, he's a doctor, so he can't avoid that
one. So my stegmom calls him and says, OHey, | know you're not speaking to your son,
but he's sick ahyou need to bring medicine homeSO my dad comes home and he's got
two bags in his hand€One bag was the bag of medicine, he put it on the cabiihet.

other bag said OBlockbusterO orCin | tell you something®le set that down and |

pulled themovie out as he walked out and it was a Tyrone Powers myaie.probably
don't know who that isHe's an actor from way back when, the 40's or 30\as a

classic. And let me say something/ith that one gesture, what my dad said to me was,
OAlrght, you get relationship backAnhd my heart jumped within meRestored
relationship. What do you think it was about the cross that was so excruciating for
Jesus?It wasn't just the physical pain of it, he said, OMy God, My God, why have You
forsakenme?Olt was because Jesus had taken our sin on his shoulder that God turned
His back to the sin and He had broken the relationship with the Fathat's what was

SO excruciating about the cross.

| mean, we even mess up heaven sometinfes. know whawe do about heaven®@Oh
man, that's where the streets of gold are going ta'bat's where the mansions are going
to be. Remember when He said 'In my Father's house there are many mansions?'
Man...OAnd we start making heaven about stufhat's ot what's amazing about
heaven, folks.In John, Jesus says, OI'm about to go, and where | go, you can't follow
Me.O And in John 14, He says, Ol'm going to go prepare the way for fod.@e think
preparing the way means, OOh, isn't that nela8 a arpenter.So He says there's going
to be mansionsHe's going to go build me some hous&hat's what He's going to be
doing in heaven.(Jhat's not what He means by preparing the wiag.you know what

He means?0I'm going to go die on the cross &dsd again. Orhat's the preparation.

OI'm going to prepare a way for yolA@d He says, Oln my Father's house there are
many mansions, and I'm going to prepare a place for haugoing to come back and
bring you to Me so that where | am, there you bé.OThe disciples are blown away.
What He's saying is, OI'm about to leave you, but don't be disheartened, because I'm going
to come back and you're going to be with Me for eternifjh@'s what's amazing about
heaven.It's that we get to be withii forever. And so, if you are in the gap right now
and you're wondering, OGod, where are Y¥o®'re not coming through,O | say to you,



quit worshiping the plan, the blessings, the right hand; worship the One that has the
blessings.

Let's keep goingLet's go to Genesis 15:@1nd he believed in the LORD, and He
accounted it to him for righteousness.O That's a huge versd@hat's the gospellf you

didn't know, that's the gosperl.he Bible is clear that those who are of Abraham, that
means they aria the lineage, the family of God or those who are of faith, you were
saved by faith, not by works but by believinQnce you recognize that the reward is
Him and that God has restored that relationship in the Old Covenant and the New
Covenant in Jesusitll you and you take a step of faith and believe in it, you are counted
righteous. Not because of you but because of your faithe Bible says it in Hebrews
11:6, without faith, it's impossible to please G&kfore and after the cross, the way
peopleare saved is by faith, through faitiive're saved by grace through faitdot of
ourselves, it's a gift from GodNot of works, lest any man should boaltyou're here
today and you haven't taken that step of faith, let me say something t¥ gowill

never be fulfilled in life. You can go after all the blessings, all the American dream, all
the land, but you were not made for th&bu were made for a relationshipnd unless
you have your relationship restored with God, you will never, evéulfiéd.

Let's move on because what happens next is very impottaok at verse 9o He

said to him, ‘Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-

year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” Then he brought all these to Him and

cut them in two, down the middle, and placed each piece opposite the other, but he did

not cut the birds in two.O Now the reason why I'm going to stay on that for a second is
this. Once you understand how great the reward is and yaewvbeth your heart in it, the
next step is your willingness to sacrifice anything forGnce you understand and you
receive your reward, you're willing to let go of anything to attaiitd so, He calls him

to a sacrifice This speaks loudly to rmde says, OAfshin, if you understand how great

the reward is that I'm offering to you, you will give everything up for Médd see, the
value of the reward or better yet, the ability of my eyes to understand the reward is
directly tied to how much I'm abte sacrifice. | preach my testimony at times, and

people will come up to me afterwards and | know they're trying to say, OWow, what a
tough thing you went through,O and let me tell you, | didn't do it in my own streégjth.
they say to me, OMan, | contdgive up my dad! couldn't do that.G\nd again, |
understand that they're trying to say what a tough thing it was, but | want to say to them,
OYou couldn't3f you can't give up your dad for Jesus, then you don't understand what
you're getting.(Because when you understand what a truly amazing reward Jesus Christ
is and the relationship that He offers you with God, you'd be willing to let go of anything
for it. In Matthew 13:44, Jesus say&h@kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a

field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and

buys that field.O Do you see it2When you understand, OThis is it, this is the reward, this
is what | cherish more than anything else in life,O then this iseaire for you if you

sell everything to buy thatThat's why a young man falls in love with a girl and decides,
OMan, this is the one | want to spend the rest of my life with,O and sells all his stuff to
buy a diamond, the treasure, put it on her hand andayant to spend the rest of my

life with you.OYou sacrifice whatever it takes for who you want to be wiii.the way,



if you're dating and that person isn't sacrificing anytime to be with you, anything to be
with you, it might be a bad sigrthat'swhy at a wedding, we stand here and and look at
that girl and say that phrase, OForsaking all oth&#én you're at the wedding, what's

so awesome is you're not only saying Ol doO to a girl, but with that Ol do,O you're saying
Ol don'tO to every othgrl in the world. You're saying, OMan, I'm all iive burned the
ships. I've sold everything | have. want to be with you.@nd listen, if you're not able

to do that with Jesus, then you don't understand the reward that you're gétiingught

to be willing to let go of anything to follow HimThe truth of the matter is thistou

either sacrifice God for the land and you miss God or you sacrifice the land for God and
you end up getting botHt's a nebrainer. If you sacrifice God for the el and you miss

God and the land cheapens, it never fulfills ytuou sacrifice the land for God, you

get God most importantlyYeah, you might get the land, but who cares, you've got God.

Go to Genesis 15:1101nd when the vultures came down on the carcasses, Abram drove
them away.O Now this is an interesting verse that we see hérby would this verse be
here? Man, it speaks loudly to meAbram makes this incredible sacrifice, then when the
vultures or birds of prey come, he has to drive themya What | want you to

understand is thisYou make a sacrifice, and the next step is you've got to persevere,
you've got to preserve the sacrifice, you've got to maintain it, you've got to kéep it.
other words, it's not a Oonce and doneO sachfleghink that we come to Christ and

we make this sacrifice and then that'sYou've got to keep sacrificingrou're entering
into a lifetime of sacrifice Again, it's like a marriageYou come here and say Ol do,O
well great. That's just the begiring though. Then you've got to fight for your marriage.
You've got to fight off the vultures, you've got to keep sacrificiltg. not just Oonce and
done.ONo one would ever tell you thaNo marriage counselor will ever tell you, OOh,
you've just gt to make one commitment and you're doneNdit's once and everyday
sacrifice. The same thing with Jesu¥.ou make a sacrifice and as Paul says, Ol die
daily.O Jesus says, OTake up your cross daiif@real thing is thisThat one sacrifice
really prepares you for the nexAbraham is making this sacrifice, he has no idea about
what God's about to call him to sacrifice...his own sOne sacrifice prepares you for

the next. But what | want to do is this. don't know that you've ever bedrete, but |

want to tell God thisl want to say to God, OGod, haven't | sacrificed enoutjn®Gaid
that. | want to be very transparennd | hate to say this, but I'll say, OGod, | gave up
my dad. Isn't that enough?@m just being transparent've had that thought befordt's

a horrible thought.Because as soon as | say the word, Olsn't that enough?,0 the response
is, OWhat's enough for Jesusave My life for you so that you could know M&/hat's
enough?@And so, you've got to maintait.

And let me say this real quick; this is huggod is pleased by my persistend&hen |

don't see the promises fulfilled, when I'm going through trials in my life, when |
persevere and | maintain the sacrifice and | drive off the vultures, @béshsed by my
persistence.This is a biblical conceptGod wants to see that in our lives, persistence.
There's two reasondlhe first one is that it shows God our faith, it proves our fdith.

Luke 18, Jesus tells the story of a widow who wentjtalge to ask for justiceThe

judge didn't fear God, but even he relented and gave her justice because he thought her
continual asking would make him weariow He's not saying that God is going to be



like, OAlright fine, I'll give it to you.®ut He'ssaying, OHow much more will God, who
wants to bless you, bless you when we persevere, when we peflist?@man who
comes to Jesus and says, OHelp MadJesus says, OI'm not going to give the
children's bread to dogs because I've got to first comeaé Jews.@\nd she says,
OYeah, but even the dogs wait at the master's table for the crumbs that woukhtall.O
He says, OWoman, great is your faitfil@ blind beggar who persists, he cries out to
Jesus and the people tell him to shut Apd then he cries out louderHe's like, OJesus
of Nazareth, have mercy on meXad Jesus turns and He calls him to Himself and says,
OGreat is your faith.®proves your faith.Listen to Hebrews 11:6But without faith it

is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that

He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.O So the first reason is that God wants
to see diligence and persistence in my life.

The second reason we don't see the promises and we don't siesshegys yet is thisA

lot of times, it's because God is doing something bigger than you caf@eean't see

it, but He's saying, OTrust Mly timing is perfect. ONe're going to jump real quick to
verse 16 of Genesis 15 when He's talking abouait'#/igoing to happen with the people,
that they're going to wandeAnd then verse 16 says thigy @e fourth generation they

shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.O Now, | don't have
time to discuss all of that, bute bottom line is God is saying, OI'm doing a bigger
picture thing that you are going to fit int&o just trust Me.®o listen folks, a lot of

times | give up on God, | turn my back on God, and I'm afraid that when we bail on God,
we miss out on what Heants to do through that time. I'm a sports fanatic if you don't
know that about meOne of the best sports moments ever is the 1988 World Series.
Anyone know what I'm talking aboutPhe '88 World Series was the Dodgers against the
A's. The A's areike the 'Roid BrothersLike Mark McGwire, Jose Canseco, they're all
like 'roided up. They were unstoppablélhey were supposed to sweep the Dodgdls 4

It was supposed to be the biggest mismaiidhe Dodgers make it to the World Series in
the NLCS ad Kirk Gibson, their best player, gets injureihhd so in game 1 of the

World Series, Kirk Gibson's not playingo the score is-2 A's, the bottom of the 9th,
Dennis Eckersley, the closer, comes out of the bullp@hen Eckersley came into the
game the game was ovelRPeople in Dodger Stadium started filing out, not everyone but
a bunch of them didin game 1 of the World Series, they were like OEckersley's there.
Forget it. OEckersley comes in, 2 outs, the Dodgers finally get a guy on first Base.

man on first, 21, bottom of the 9th and Tommy LaSorda, the manager of the Dodgers
throws Kirk Gibson out there, totally limpindde figures desperate times call for
desperate measure&ibson can't even run out a singlés either a home run onaut.

So he limps out to the plate, and you probably know what happens, one of the greatest
moments in World Series historyde hits a home run over the right field wals he's
rounding first, ODodgers win,O he starts pumping his fist, everyomethatedip...a lot

of people haveBut listen, if you go back and see that clip again, a lot of people haven't
seen this, as the ball goes over the right field wall, in the distance, there's a string of red
lights and it just goes down like a domino etfeDo you know what that wasPhose

were the cars leaving the parking lot listening to the call of the shot on the radio and
slamming on their brakesvery time | watch that clip, I look for that and I just think to
myself, OMan, if | was in that distening to that shot, | would be like, 'l hate my life.



just bailed out on the greatest moment in World Series histd®p.'l3ten, | don't want to
be in the parking lot, giving up on God when He's about to do something through my
perseverance.

I've got to share one more story because this just happened in my life since the last time |
talked to you.Something huge happened in my lifdo, I'm not married, but something
else huge happenedly older brother is not a Christiarde lives in Los Ageles and

has an autistic childlt's really hard on his lifeHe's kind of struggling with his jobAnd

so three years ago, | went through a hard time in my life where | got spun out in a series
of panic attacksLike three nights in a row, | woke wpth cold sweat and my heart
racing. It was like the darkest time in my lifé've always said, OGod, maybe You were
doing something through that,O but | never even wanted to talk about thaEitme.
months ago, my brother calls me and he's like, QMzad a panic attack last nighand

| remember you had one and got througrdain you talk to me about it2&nhd I'm like,
OYeah,O but | had a bunch of college students wittsmego, OCan | call you back?
Because I'm kind of tied down right ndHe's like, OSure, just call me when you're
done.OANd so, | call my sister who's a Christian first to tell her to pray me, and right
before she gets of the phone, she's like, OHang on, be sure to tell him about'desus.O
like, OWell, thank you fahat. Duh.OBut it kind of showed you my lack of faith,

because do you know what | was thinking®as thinking, OAw, | always tell him about
Jesus.What's this one time going to doB0 | get to this church were | was supposed to
have this meeting,dot on my face first before | called my brother and said, OLord,
forgive me. What if this is his timeAWhat would You have me sayZnhd man, Jesus
gave me very clearly four verse€Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and

your minds in Christ Jesus.O QCome to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will

give you rest.O The one where He goes out onto the deck of this boat and calms the
storm. o not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself.
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.O So | call my brother and | go, OBro, what
happened?@nd he tells me about his panic attack and | just say, OMan, until you get
your heart right with God and you have a relationship with God, you will not have peace
and rest in your soul.8e's like, OOkay?0m like, OGod told me to share four verses
with you. Can | share them with you2de says, OSure,O and | share those four verses
and my brother crumblesAnd he goes, OBro, | need Jesihat do | need to do?0

Now, I'm an evangelistThe Owhat do | need to do?0 is your dream question, but | was
so stocked that my brother was saying this that for a second | was stues like, Ol

don't know. What does he do?@nd | said, OBro, Romans 10:13 says, 'All who calll
upon the name of the Lord shall be savedid | didn't even have to say, OMan, ane yo
ready to pray that?@ight then my brother, over the phone, says, OJesus, | call on You.
Save me.@G\nd man, | led my brother to Christ six months atgn't that awesome?

Isn't that amazingBut let me tell you somethingNot just the fact thathave another
believer in my family, there's three of us now, but what's also awesome is God took the
darkest time in my life and He redeemed it and He used it for good in HisSdatnust

Him.



Let's keep goingLet's go through Genesis 15:18. Now when the sun was going

down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram,; and behold, horror and great darkness fell upon

him. Then He said to Abram: ‘Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in

a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred

years. And also the nation whom they serve I will judge, afterward they shall come out

with great possessions. Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall

be buried at a good old age.”” Right there, that wea huge, huge statemertbram for

the first time heard God say, OAbram, you won't even see the promise in your life.O
That's pretty big.Because look in the next verse He sayis ko fourth genemtlon they

shall return here.O He's saying, OYou'r@igg to come back here, you're going to die at a
good old age and then they're going to come into the laistken, the reward is not
whether or not we're even going to get to see the promise in our lifetime; the reward is
the fact that we get to be a pef it at all. That's the rewardAnd some of us, we may
never see what God is going to do, the incredible fulfilment of His promise in your life.
That woman who gave me a Bible in the second grade, I've never talked talbeit.

even know wherel® is. She's never going to see what that one little act is probably
going to do. Maybe later on.Who knows?You will never see it, but it doesn't matter.
The fact that you get to be a part of it all is what matters.

Go to verse 1701nd it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, that

behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed between those
pieces.O When a covenant was made, two kings would come to make a covenant, they
would cut the sacrifice in two, putdlpieces on either side, and the two of them would
walk in between as if to say, OIf | don't hold my end of the covenant, let me be torn in
two.O And a smoking oven and burning torch, that's GBad led the people in the

pillar of fire, He's seen as Ingj in the fire. So God literally is putting His seal on His
word. Ol will come through with My promise, AbrahanA@d what's so cool is it's a
picture of the crossDo you know why?Because we don't hold our end of the covenant.
That's why Jesus comand literally, if you will, He's torn in two on the cross to uphold
our part of the covenant.love the gospels and the Old Testamdduit here's the last
thought. n the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: ‘To your
descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River
Euphrates.”” And then He lists who all is going to be living there, but the bottom line is
this. His vision becomes more focusedow he sees the boundarjflow God says, OI'm
going to give you even more clarity of what I'm going to del®believed God, he made
a sacrifice, he persisted and then God brought him clarity, a focus of his vigien.

other thing | love about it is this, that He says, OTo your descendants Vevitigi
land.OMeaning this, Ol've already doneYtou get to now come and be a part of this
plan.OAbram started in this chapter trying to do his own plan, but then he believed God
and he persisted and God said, OGuess Wnatre going to be a paof My plan.OAnd

can | say something to youPhat is the rewardThe fact that | get to know God and be a
part of His gospel going out, that is my reward, that's reward endumghjust as | said

that if we understand how amazing the reward of aioelstip is, we would sacrifice
anything for it, I would also say that if we understand how amazing being part of the
gospel going out is, we would sacrifice anything to be a part of that.



Let's go to 1 Corinthians 9.love this. This is Paul talking al his rights and whether
he should be served or given money for ministering, and this is the Corinthians who
helped start the church obvioushnd so in the middle of this, in verse 15, he sapst O
I have used none of these things, nor have I written these things that it should be done so

to me; for it would be better for me to die than that anyone should make my boasting

void. For if [ preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me;
yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel! For if I do this willingly, I have a reward;

but if against my will, I have been entrusted with a stewardship.O What he's saying is

this. OIf | preach the gospel willingly, meaning it's of my will, it's my decision to do it,
then | ought to getewarded for it.But if it's been entrusted to me by God, it's a
stewardship, | have to do it8b where's the reward?ook at verse 18Vhat is my
reward then? That when I preach the gospel, I may present the gospel of Christ without
charge, that I may not abuse my authority in the gospel.O What he's saying is, OThe
reward is | get to be a part of the gospel going ddbn't even want the money or the
blessing. The fact that | get to be a part of it is reward enoughatk to young people

all the time. They'll come up to me and it blows me aw&hey'll ask me questions like,
OWhat about drinking€an | drink? | mean, if I'm over 21, what's the big dealan |
drink in public? What can or can't | doWith my girlfriend, how far is too f@0We alll
want to find the verse and see what we can get away with or what we can't do, what our
rights are.l don't even understand why we go thelB=cause when you come to Christ
and you understand the reward, you say, OMan, my rights go out tloewwirjdst want
to be a part of this.®lere's what | mean in verse 1¥or though I am free from all men,

I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more; and to the Jews I became

as a Jew, that I might win Jews,. . .to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the

weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. Now this

I do for the gospel’s sake, that I may be partaker of it with you.O He's saying, OMy rights
go out the window.I'll be a slave or Wwatever so | can be a part of that.€ me say

this. One of the great benefits of my salvation is that | can eat pork hovgerious.

I'm not making that upThe first time | put a strip of bacon in my mouth, | was like,
OGood Lord, what have | memissing out on?®mean, | think that's apologetic
enough. Just bring the sizzling bacon to a Muslim and say, OYou want JEsnse
on.OI'm joking but listen.When | go eat breakfast with my dad, | don't order baton.
have the right.The Bible ays it's not unclean, | can do But | don't care about my
rights. | want my dad to come to ChriséVe don't understand the reward when we say,
OGod, why do | have to go and be a missionarp@look to your left and right and say,
OThat person's kiag $200,000 a year, they have the wife, the kids and | don't have a
wife or kids. Why me?Why do | have to go do that @e don't understand the reward.
You get to be a part of the gospel going dtit a gospel centered lifé.get to know

Him, ard | get to make Him known and be a part of that and I'll sacrifice anything to be a
part of that.

| want you to bow your heads with me and close your elyets pray, just take a
moment real quickly and close in praydiyou're here tonight and ytwe spent the
majority of your lifetime running after the land and have been unfulfilled by it, Christ
offers you life. The Bible says in Jesus was life, the life was the light of nYen do

not know life, you do not know fulfillment until you know tkkine you were made for.



And just like my brother, he called on the name of Jeugu're here and you're

saying, OMan, | don't know Hin'm unfulfilled. | need Jesus,O why not just call out on
Him now? Right where you're seated, just say, OJesassa. Save me from this life
apart from You.Qf you do know Him, are you running after the land tod#y2 you
running after His right hand®laybe right now you confess and say, OGod, forgivelme.
need to make You my reward, because You truly greeward.OPut your eyes on Him
now and say, OGod, | want to make my relationship with You my priotitydd're in

the place right now, you're in the gap, and you just need to pray for strength to persist,
say, OGod, | don't know where You are, tglieve You're doing a great work through
me that | may not even se&ive me strength to persevere€dBather, we love You.
Thank You Jesus that You paid the ultimate price on the cross to give us restored
relationship. Forgive us when we hold backsod, allow us to give all of us to Yolve
love you. In Christ's name we prayAmen.O



