If you have yourBibles, let'sgoto Genesis 2, and then we'll movefromthere to Ephesians5.
Here'swha we're goingto do. | don'twant to lieto you; | want to come right out of the gate.
Male and female alike, we're goingto stand in front of themirror tonight, and I'll tell you how |
hopeit goes. | can't control how it goes; I'm jud going to tell you how | hopeit goes. It could
go oneof threeways. You can standin front of the mirror and hae what you see and get
discouraged and walk away fromit and jud let yourself go. Youcan lookinthemirror and hae
what you see and hate it and start taking steps even small ones. Andfor some of you, you might
even be able to lookin themirror and go, O'm getting better.O But my hopeis oneof thelatter
two, notthefirst, male andfemale alike. | won'trecap much of last week. If youmissed it, grab
it off the podcst.

Let'sgo. Genesis 2, we'll pick it upinverse 18. What's hgopened up to this pointin the story is
tha God creates theentire world. He creates the majority of tha world to bewild, untamed and
rugged. Andthen, right in the middle of this wild, untamed, rugged world, He puts thegarden of
Eden, and then He puts the man in the garden of Eden and He tells him to cultivate therest of the
world and makeit look like Eden. And so, athoudh male and female we are equd, men and
women have different natures. And| said thisisn't complex. Jus watch children. Youdon't
have to bea sodologist or some kind of brilliant academic; al you have to doiswatch. Boys
will build stuff andknod it over; girls get two objects and make them friends They jud do.
They don'teven have to bereal objects. Tha'swha they do. Boysbuild, kick, knodk over. And
we talked aboutit last week, howthere is sometimes crossover, but on awhole, men have been
designal by God to bebuilders and cultivators and creators. And we talked last week thd,
because of thefall, everything man is suppo®d to cultivate will at times war agang him, andit
will bedifficult to bewha God said aman isgoing to be Now, God creates the garden of Eden,
throws Adam in there and tells him to make therest of theworld look like Eden. Now, let's pick
upthestory. Startingin verse 18, Orhen the LORD God said, It is notgoodthatthe man should
bealong | will make him a hdper fit for him. O Thisis very interesting that before thefall
occurs, before sin entersinto theworld, God watches the man cultivate. So man isdaing wha
man'sbeen called to do. He's cultivating, building, and God looksat it and goes, QJh uh, nat
goodfor this guy to bealoneO Andtha's not part of thefall. Qt'snat goodfor this guyto be
adoneO So let'slook at theanswer. Verse 19, ONow out of the groundthe LORD God had
formed every bead of thefield andevery bird of the heavensand broughtthem to the man to see
what hewould call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, thatwasits nane.
Theman gawe namesto all livestock andto the birds of the heavensandto every bead of the
field. But for Adamthere was not founda hdper fit for him.O So, God says, Or'his man, to bethe
cultivator, to bethebuilder, to bethecreator | need him to be, | want him to be | designed him
to be, heneeds hdp getting there.O And so, God creates out of the groundevery animal
imaginable and bringsthem to theman. Every oneof thos animals, he has abslute dominion
ove, and amongeverything, there's nota suitable heper. Out of everything, there's nothing
tha's suitable to hdp theman to bethefull-on cultivator that God created himto be Solet's
watch this. Verse 21, (8o the LORD God caused a deep seep to fall uponthe man, andwhile he
dept tookoneof hisribsandclosed upits place with flesh. Andtherib thatthe LORD God had
taken fromthe man he madeinto a woman andbroughther to theman. Then the man said,...O
Do you see how it breaks there in yourtext? Tha's because héssinging. He al of asudden
goes podic. Now catch this. He saw every animal imaginable; he's like, CCow, dog giraffe...O
God bringsa naked woman on the scene all of asudden we're singing. Like, hesjug been
unmoved by it al; anaked woman shows up al of asudden...singing. Orhis at lag is boneof my
bones andflesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she wastaken out of Man.O
QVomanOin Hebrew basically meansOnine O | love tha pat. Dog, cat, giraffe....oh, tha one



ismine Ming tha'swha that is.O Now look, Orherefore a man shall leave his father and his
mother andhold fagt to his wife, andthey shall becorme oneflesh.O Verse 25is the happiest it's
ever been on plang Earth. GAnd the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.O
Andfromtha moment on, all men are tryingto get back to verse 25. They want to be naked
somewhere with awoman with fruit and everything going well. And so God says, Orhis man
needs hdp becoming the cultivator tha 1've designed him to be. Helll need thewoman,Oand He
creates the woman to hdp the man become all tha God created him to be before thefall. Thisis
very interesting.

Now, | want to say couple wordsto the single men and women in here. There's some weird
thingstha have happened anongEvangdicals, and | blameit mainly onrealy bad Christian
dating books..courting, whatever. Cal it what you want. Kissit goodbye Do whatever you
want to do, butl want to say this. In this moment, God seesthat it's not goodfor man to be
aone creates thewoman, and in so doing, He creates marriage. He creates marriage. Ot's not
goodfor thisman to bealone For this man to become al tha | want him to be | will give him
woman. Andwoman combined with man will make him the cultivator, the creator that | want
him to be O But something'shappened in Evangdical circleswhere, if you'resingle, youre
suppod to not want to get married butbe content in a spot, and tha's somehow more glorifying
than to follow God'swiring of you to want amate. So intheend, wha hgppensis youwalk
aroundlike aliar. | mean pooryoungladies, aimost all of them have been told O\s soonas
you're content, God will send you a man.O So youVe got hundieds of thousindsof women
running aroundacting content. @'m content. Where is he?d0 Andyou'vegot other guysgaing,
Or ou know, I'm just going to wait for God to bring me theright oneO Well, you ain't waiting for
Godto bringyouyour dinner; you get upandyougo cookit. So, it'samandae from Godto be
married. Now, I'm nottelling youto hunt al camouflaged up in Bed, Bath & Beyond. OVha is
that, a 1000countsheet? Yeah, | liketha too..O Tha'salittle bit ridiculous butlet me say
this. Ladies, if you're single, thereis nothingwrong, sinful or wicked aboutdesiring ahusand.
Anyonewho would say othewise is absolutely lyingto you. God wired youfor it; He built you
forit. Men, there's nothingwrong wicked or evil aboutwantingawife. 1 don'tknowwhen that
hgppened. Now listen, | do think you need to be content with where you are today. But listen,
I'm content with what Christ is doing in me today, butl dont wantto bewho| am today. I'm
hoping for Christ to complete wha He began. It'sokay; it'saright Why have we madeit so
complicated? It's okay to want awife. It's okay to want a hudand. Those thingsare good
things They'rereally goodthings

Now, heesaquestion. Thedifference between all that God created and thewoman was tha all
tha God created, al that He broughtbefore Adam to see if it was a suitable hd per, hehad
complete dominion over, which meanshe said, Or ou're a cow,Oand the cow couldn'tgo, Q ain't
no cow.O He jud tookit, and went off was a cow to this day. But thewoman can talk back. So
now, for thefirst time, you'vegotthisrea relational aspect occurring tha hasn't occurred so far
in creation. Now all of asudden, there'srelationship to behad. So here'sthequestion I'll set out
to anawer tonight How does this relationdhip work? How dowe do this, specificaly in afallen
world? Specifically in a broken world, how do we do this, be hudands? How do bewives?
Wha'sthemodd tha we've been given. Tha takes usto thehard part.

Let'sgoove to Ephesians5. What | want to do isread this whole text to you, and then welll
come back and chat. QMives, subrrit to your own husbands asto the Lord. For the husandis
the head of thewife even as Christ isthe head of the church, his body, andis himself its Savor.
Now asthe church subrmits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to ther



husbandsO Thisisawildly unpopuér ides, butwelll getintoit. | will also tell you that
everywhere the Scriptures address marriage, they aways deal with thewoman first, dways. I'll
explain why when we get into some of the Proverbs. Verse 25, (Husbands love your wives, as
Christ loved the church and gawe himself up for her, that hemight sandify her, having cleansed
he by thewashing of water with theword, so thathe might present the church to himself in
splendor, withoutspot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy andwithoutblemish.
In the same way husbandsshould love ther wives asthar own bodies. He who loves his wife
loves himself. For nooneever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, jug asChrist
does the church, because we are members of his body.O

Now, the Scriptures aways begin with the woman because no man can lead a woman who
refusesto follow. | don'tcare wha kind of leadership training, | don'tcare if hés Patton, you're
not going to lead a woman who absolutely refuses to follow you. And while we're onthe
subject, I'll tell youthat the Scriptures are very, very clear that there are two kindsof wives. Let
me read you jus areal quick Proverb. Proverb 124 says, OAn excellent wife isthe crown of her
husband,but shewho bringssharreis like rottenness in his bones.O So there is atype of wife,
thereisatypeof woman tha speaks life into her hushand in such away tha sheisthecrown
jewe of al tha heaccomplishesand all that hedoes. But there's another type of wifetha, like a
cancer, eats away at her man'smasculinity by bdittling, attacking and chiseling away at him any
oppotunity shegets. And Proverbsdogsthis woman congantly. Thebookof Proverbssays tha
it's better for aman to live on hisroof than it isfor him to live with awoman who congantly
bdittles and berates him; it is better for aman to diein thedesert. If | get to make alist of ways
| want to die, dowly cooking to death in the desert doesn't make thetop 40. AndHe saysit's
better for aman to go outinto thedesert and die dowly than to live in the house with awoman
who congantly nitpicks and attacks him. The Scriptures say awoman like thisislike adripping
faucet. Andwhen | first read that, | was like, Orha doesn't really soundtoo bad. | mean,
dripping faucets don'tbother me.O And then | started thinking, CBome governments use tha to
torture people.O | mean, if you think aboutit, if you're torturing, you're trying to get top secret
information out of them. QHow are we goingto doit?0 QVere jus going to, with water, nag the
soul out of them.O Nag, nag, nag, nag, nag, nag, nag, nag,.beback in 10 years...nag, nag, nag,
nag. Q'll tell youwhaever youwant to know.O Proverbs says loving awoman like thisis like
tryingto grab hold of oil; lovingawoman like that islike trying to stop thewind. And narmally
here, we'rereal sweet onthewives and we beat up onthe hudands because mog of thetime, |
think it'sourfailure, butyou can't ga aroundthefact tha the Bible'svery, very clear tha there
are certain women who destroy certain men'schances at manhoodaltogether. 1 mean, they
ablutely take it from them and then, what I've found, are very verbd aboutcomplaining about
thar man'slack of ability to bea man asthey continudly emasculate them. It'saweird, weird,
weird process. Andlisten, if youtrereally, realy upset aboutwha I'm saying rightnow, I'm jugt
reading the Proverbsto you. So jug check your own heart, check your own life. There are some
women who hate theidea of submission. | bdieveit isamuch easier task than theoneHe lays
on the shoulders of the man momentarily. It'samuch easier task and onel don'tknow as a man
tha | even desire. Hejud putonus Butno more of this.

Women, you think abouttha, and I'm going to spend the next two hours with themen. Let'sgo.
Well pick it upin verse 25, Husbands love your wives, as Christ loved the church andgawe
himself up for her, thathe might sandify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with
theword, so that hemight present the church to himself in splendor, withoutspot or wrinkie or
anysuch thing, that she might be holy andwithoutblemish.O Okay, so here's wha He throws on
theman. He comes to thewoman and says, On this relationghip that I've built out, you're going



to submit to Christ-like leadership.O And then He goes over to theman and says, Of ou're going
to loveyourwife like Christ loved the church.O And so you start running throughit: how does
Christ lovethechurch? Herescues her, He saves her, He becomes sin for her, He has His body
ripped apat for her, and heré'sthekicker and here'swhere | want to spend my time tonight, He
doesit al, not because the brideasked for it, but He initiates on His own. And that'swhat | think
is so big aboutthistext. Thebridedoesn't come to Jesusand go, Q need saving. If Youget a
chance,...O Thebride doesn't come to Jesusand say, O'm going to worship Y ou, I'm going to
loveYou, I'm going to write some great songsan acoudic guitar for you and I'm going to try to
do everything Yousay for therest of my life.O The church, the bride could care less about
Chrigt. Sheisstudk in her own sins notworried aboutthat. The messiah shewas seekingwas a
messiah tha would free her from Roman occupaion, notonetha woud save her soul. Andyet
Chrigt initiates the salvation of Hisbride Wha does this mean? It meanstha themantle on
men isto initiate, in their marriage, initiate, initiate thefightfor wholeness, initiate thefight for
hedling, initiate, initiate, initiate. Far too many women are theinitiators in relationsipsand
homes.

Andlet metell youwhy | think thisis such abig deal andwhy | think it's nearly impossible
withoutthe Holy Spirit's power. Let me give youjud a quick example of what I'm talking about
TheBible'sreally clear that oneof theworst thingsyou can do as amarried coupleis let thesun
go down onyouw ange. Andthereasonthat isisbecause you'll lay in bed, shéll face thisway
and you'll face tha way, and you'll let tha root of bitterness jug start going down. In fact, you'll
hdp it godown. You'll drill it, you'll go, GDh, shedoesn't respect me, shedoesn't think I'm blah
blah blah...O And shell bedang thesame, and theroot of bitterness will just grow and grow and
grow. And so, the Bible says, (Hey, don'tlet that hgppen. Youneed to nip it in thebud. You
need to notgoto bed angry. Youneed to, with al your might, try to resolve it before yougoto
bed at nightO So, | think theweight of that falls on theman. And| know some of you are like,
Or ou do not know my wife, Chandler. |'ve seen your wife; shesings she's beautiful, shelooks
so0 sweet.O Listen, two days ago, | saw fire shootout of my wife's eyes and kill a puppy Where
doestha stuff come from? | swear that's nowherein my notes. The puppywas jug howling and
screaming, and shewas jus like GHA HA HA - O You don'tknowwho| married. But here's
what | would tell you biblically. If yourwife, in that moment, 10:30, 11:00, midnight, isfacing
thisway and you're facing that way and sheis 99.999%to blame, it fallsonyouto roll over, tap
her on theshoulder and say, Q don'twant to go to bed like this. | need to apologize for my
0.001%0 Jug for therecord, | wouldn'tuse numbers. But | would do this, Q_auren, before we
try to goto seep tonight | knowyou're angry, I'm angry. | need to apologize for how| handled
what happened earlier. | didn'trespondinlove | reacted. | said thingsl didn'tmean. | need to
apologize for tha.O Thenit'sover. | don'tgo, Q need to apologize for how| respondel earlier.
It jus wasn'tgodly. It wasn't who| wanted to be | reacted rather than respondel. | apologize.
Do you have anything to say to me? | waswondeing, | jug thoughtyou had something to say
aso. No? Well, | takeit back then.O That'snowhow it'sdone Theinitiativeis on meto bethe
peacemaker in my home, to fightfor my wife's healing, my wifeswholeness, to fightfor it.
Evenif I'm 99.999%6 innoe@nt in the conflict, it fals on me to be the peacemaker, theinitiator.
Weinitiate. Andwe'll get more into thisidea as we continueon in thetext.

Let's keep reading. Verse 28, On the same way husbandsshould love their wives asther own
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no oneever hated his own flesh, but nourishes
andcherishesit, just asChrist does the church, because we are members of his bodyO Let me
cha aboutthis, because | want to try to explain thisidea of loving oneself. | am of theopinion,
theolde | g, themore | work with men in paticular, tha mos men do notlove thewoman



they're with, they lovethemselves, and thewomen they're with are ameansto an end. They are
with them because they'd belondy withoutthem or they want to have alot of sex and they think
tha's theway to go or they think that Mature men get married, and I'm mature now, so | need a
wife.O But they don'tlove thewoman; they lovewha thewoman could bring, what the woman
can give. Andwhd thistext is sayingistha there are men like tha, but we are notto bethose
typeof men. We don'tlove ourwomen because they we loveourwives. Andthen He
doesn't leave tha as some ambiguousterm; He actudly starts to defineit. So lookat it. How do
we dotha? How do we love ourwives like we love our own bodies? Lookat it, verse 29, Gror
no oneever hated his own flesh, but nourishes andcherishesit, jug asChrist does the church,
because we are members of his bodyO This word Qhourish,Owhenever it's used in the Scriptures,
andit'sused alot, amog aways refersto parents providing for children. There are oneor two
ingances where it's not talking about parents and children, but it almog aways means provision,
to providefor. And so, there aretwo thing going on here: oneis physcal, and then oneis
spiritud. SoI'll jug say this, andthen | want to give some clarifying statements because it
honestly needsit. What this means as God calling men to be nouishers, istha men are to be
the primary bread winne for thehome. We areto providefood we are to provide shdter, we
areto provideclothing. Thisiswha we are, providers. Now, there are definitely seasonsof
time where this gets out of kilter. There aretimes where men lose ajob or they get laid off,
they®e actively seeking another job and for whatever reason, it@ just nothappening andfor a
season, the wife becomes the primary bread winne. Or there are times where aman is getting
his masters, getting his PhD, doing something like that and the woman becomes the bread winne
while he@® doing those things But it isunbiblical and outrightsinful for you'to be mastering
(oom 3" on Xbox whileyourwifeisworking. 1t@wicked. Men are to bethe primary bread
winnas for thehome. The Scriptures are absolutely clear that man@ fightand war isin the
workplace cultivating and awoman@ is to domesticate and love and build the homre.

And | dor® know how in theworld tha became asmall office. With a stay-home wife and two
small children, | have noidea howtha became some second class occupaion. | don®dwant that
job. 1 dor@wantit. IQehadit. | mean, IQe been there, two babies, vacuuming, throwing
Cheeriosto keep tha onealive, making tha oneput scissors down. | mean, | dor@wantit. 1Qe
comein, |&e seen wha happens My wifeis this beautiful, gentle, passionae, patient woman,
and 1G&re come in and been like, Hey baby.,...O Orake your kidsand leave.O | Qe seen wha @
happened, and 1@n like, 0For good? Am | leaving for good? No? Okay, jus for an hou?
Alright, | can dothat. Ice cream...No? Noice cream? Okay.O | mean, | don® know how that
became some kind of second class, weak existence It may bethehardest thing. | don® know
when tha hgppened to us Andthen, do youwant to know jus how sad our county has gotten?
All you haveto doistalk to younggirls aboutwhy they@e getting ther college degree and what
they really desire. 1G&re met hurdredsof them. They@ say to you, @ want to beawife and |
want to beamother, but Qe got to be prepared in case something hgppens O Do you know how
insaneit istha in our sodety, women are getting ready for ther divorce before they even get
married? Andlisten, I®n notanti-education or anti-girls going to college. 1®n notsaying that;
|®n jugt trying to paint a picture of how weird it@ gotten out there,

Men are to betheprimary bread winnas. We are to noutish, providefor. Tha® only at the
physcal level. | aso think there@® something tha needsto occur at the spiritud level in terms of
nourishment. Theweightof spiritudly feeding thefamily falls ontheman. Andeven godly
men struggle with thisone We need to take theinitiative in owr homes to pool thefamily
togeher for prayer, to poolthefamily to get togeher in theWord, to pool thefamily togeher
and talk aboutwho He is and wha He@ like. Andlisten, in my home, Lauren and | sit down and



we talk aboutwhat that would look like, and she setsit up and | just show up. And1 don@think
you need to walk your family throughT.U.L.1.P. or the 5 points of Calvinism. | mean, it can be
athree minute longreading of a Psalm, but men need to take theleadership of that. And| can
tell youwhy mog of usdor@doit. Because you can® feed when you®e starving to death
yoursalf. Y ou don®have anythingto give them. Y ou®e notfeeding yourself. Y oude not
disciplined enoughto pursuetheLord yourself. So howintheworld are you ever suppo®d to
feed yourfamily? But thisis God® command. And listen, | know some of you aren@taking me
serioudy. | even know some of you more moden types might think tha 1®n backwoods but 10
tell youthis. When | look at how Jesusrespondsto men whofail to lead their wives, He amog
aways wants to have a conveasation with them tha they donotwant to have. | mean, Jesus
shows upin the garden, starts walking throughthegarden andis like, QUm Adam, what
happened?0 He didn® start looking for Eve. He held the man to account Paul@ very clear
aboutthisin the New Testament.

Nourish, buttha® nottheonly one Thisistheonethat | think stingsso bad. And some of us
are like, QPlease dondread it then...If that was light-handed, stop.O Verse 29, CFor no oneever
hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishesit,...O Thisword GherishOis used only one
other timein theentire Bible, in the New Testament in paticular. 1t@when Paul istalking about
his relationship with the church, and he basically says, Q took care of you gently like a mother
taking care of her children.O And thisidea of cherishisto treat gently. Y ou have this same idea
occurringin 1 Peter 3 when it calls women theweaker vessel. My wife hatestha verse. When
shefirst read it, shewas like, Or ou need to explain this text to me.O So | was like, Q will gladly
explain this text to you. Weaker vessel is areference to porcelain, tha women are like porcelain.
Watch wha comes out of your mouth towardsthem, watch how you touch them, watch how you
handle them. They are notto behandled verbdly or physcally rough Like porcelain.O Again, |
think this plays outphyscally, and | think this plays out spiritudly. How do| think this plays
outphyscally? | think we could go onand onand on with examples here, butlet me give you
jugt this. Do you know how you cherish yourwife? Here® a great, easy way to cherish your
wife. Bearound. Jus bearound. Now listen, | know you love golf, but bearound. Do you
know tha God has designed the mgjority of women to feel and receive lovethroughqudity time
and physcal touch? 1@n nottalking aboutsexud toud, just physcal touch. | think we call it
cuddling. Andlisten, do youwant to know an unkelievably easy way to get in good? Jus say
no. Jug let the phonego off, and go, GDh yesh, you guysare golfing? No, 1&n going to stay
home. 1®n going to stay home with my girl. Y ouguyshave fun.O QWho was tha?0 Billy and
theboys They were going to go play golf for 6-7 hours. And1 like golf, but! like you more.O
Now, how easy was tha? | mean, tha@® notbang creative, tha® notbuying gifts. Tha@just
not playing a stupid game with most of your durrb friendsfor six hours on Saturday. | don®
think tha® very complex. | mean, | think it@ really kind of easy. Cherish.

Let me speak to something here. Cherishing, verbally beng gentle, verbaly beng encouraging,
verbdly and physcally beng nurturing towardsour wivesis very difficult for men because it
creates intimate environments, and those are weird for mos of us So in theend, wha you have
islazy men whorefuse to dotha to protect themselves. Andthen wha endsup happeningis
this. Thewife goesto bed, thehushand stays up, continues to watch SportsCenter again and
agan, flipsthroughchannds, eventudly gets bored with that and before you knowit, now look
at theinsanity of this, heendsup on his computer looking at images of other naked women when
in reality he@® got onein theother room Now I1@n 33, but that doesn® seem like agoodtradeto
me. Naked women on ascreen tha | can fantasize aboutvs. real onein thebedroom GDh, well
my wife won® have anything to dowith me.O Okay, so maybe welde onto something. Maybe



we need to be cherishing some more. So let metell you wha endsup hgppening, and 1@n just
telling you this fromfive years of pastora experience. Wha you end up getting isvery londy
men who are condantly living in afantasy world ingead of living deeply with awife of ther
youth. WeQre already talked aboutthis. QVhoever findsawife, hefindswhat is good hefinds
favor with the Lord.O So God gave usthiswife nat just for sex and play butaso for intimacy
and afulfilling of wha He created usto walk in, and we neglect tha for this chick we saw at the
gymtha we think is hot So now we®e running these scenariosthroughour head ingead of

using that creative, brilliant mindto dote on and love and walk in intimacy with ourwives. 1t&
realy abroken, sad thing. And1 think intheend, it@jus laziness. Because intimacy istough
work. No man |@e ever met stumblesinto intimacy. Q was playing flag footbdl, came horre,
had a beer andthenext thing I know, | was walking deeply with my wife. It jug came out of
nowhee.O | mean, | have never, never met that guy. There are definitely men that are more
sengtive than others. There@ abslutely no doubtaboutthat, but |&e never met theguy that
stumbled into intimacy. It hasto bethoughful. It hasto beworked at. It literally hasto be
foughtfor. Youhavetofightto ge there. He nouishesit, hecherishesit.

| also think this cherishing idea holdstrue, notonly physcally butalso spiritudly. We need to
be asking our wives, OVha@ the Lord doingin your heart? Wha@® He doingin your life?0
Then we need to come dongside of that and build it up any way we can. Like, | thinkit@a
necessity for men to undestand and know the path by which their wife walks with theLord. So
in my hous, tha@musc. Lauren will just get onthepiano, and shed jug singand play. This
was my wife here singing tonight. Shejug wants to sing the songs shewantsto sing. And so,
what | wantto doisjud try to breathelife into that at any step | can, whether that beajournd for
her to write songsin, whether that be springing some cash for her piano, whether it® a weekend
like this where we have to do some weird thingsin terms of who® watching our kids so she can
dotha and| can dothis. | wantto dotha. Why? Because tha® cherishing, not my wife@role
with me but her walk with theLord. 1®n suppogd to cherish tha, gently lead and guide tha.
And you can go back up to thetop here, washing her in thewater of the Word, which isn®me
reading her the Scriptures of how her bodybdongs to me and she should submit. And| tell guys
thisall thetime: if you®e quoing Scripture to your wife, youdre probably aready log. If youde
like, Orake alook at that,Otha@ probably strike three. Y ouwant to live in such away, walk in
such away, guidein such away.

Alright, so what are my hopes? Thisisareally mae disease. Right now, because |®n aware of
how the Holy Spirit works, | think the L ord® probably stirringin certain men@ heart sin here,
Orhis needsto be done.. this needsto happen... you need to give your girl an apology onthe way
home...you need to ask for this...you knowwha? You need to sit down with your family
tonight..you need to take your wife throughthis...you need to...O Andright now, God@
throwing those thingsin your head, buthere@ what | know. Thisissuch amale disease. GAh, |
need to do tha.. Oh, | didn®know the Bills were playing this afternoor O Then itG gone And
athoughwe know what we should do, we don®. Because it@ awkward and weird, and now that
|Qe preached onit, it will feel even more awvkward and weird. Because your girl knows youde
doing it because | preached onthis. But hee® what 1@n going to beg youto do. Will you take
someinitiative please? Listen, it doesn® have to be complex. Why don®, once aweek, you just
get thefamily together and just read alittle Bible passagetogether andtalk? You dor® haveto
beabiblical genius Youdon®even have to have any insght, just read thetext and go, OVha
doyouthink?..Metoo. Let@ pray...O Jug take someinitiative. Will you? Will you take some
initiative? Tha@all 1&n asking. Jug take a step or two. Tha@all 1®n asking.



| want to talk to thewomen in here to close for about five minutes. Don® demand this of your
husand. If youdo, youdl destroy any chance hehas at becoming this. Let metell youwhy. If
hetakes alittle bit of initiative and you critiquehim, youd shut him down and youdl become
your worst enemy; you will puthim in anowin situation where he@ trying and you continueto
doghim. Jud pray. Andthen | heard this a couple of weeks ago from oneof my heroes. He
said, Here®@ agreat idea. When everything@ going well and you®e getting alongwell and
youQre dept well and there@ nota lot of pressure, when tha day comes, take your husband to
lundh, take him to dinne, sit him down and go, @ would loveit if youwould do this. | would
loveit if you could dothis for ourfamily. | would loveit if youwould lead out more in this,O
withoutdemands withoutultimatums, that youwould just say, Q would loveit if you would do
this for our family. 1@ absolutely loveit.O

Andthen, I give youwives another secret. Y ouhave an unbdievably powerful voice when it
comes to your man. Like, here@what |@ tell you. If oneof you comes up afterwardsand
corners me and tells me how bad this sermon was and that you® never come back, @ probably
go, O like Valley Creek. Valley Creek@ agreat church. Kevin Edwardsis the pastor there. 1)
al him andtell him you®e coming. Seeyal O Now, |@n saying that if you®e being out of
control. If youQre gotalegitimate, (Hey, talk to me aboutthis...Why would you say it this
way?,Othen 1@n nottalking aboutthat, but1@n jud talking. |®n afighter. 1G&e never been afraid
of conflict. | dor®look for it, but I®n nat scared if it shows up. You®e nat going to say
anything that makes me lay in bed at nightand go, GDh, | haetha....Oh, | jug...O Youdejug
notgoing to beableto doit. But my wife can, with onecarelessword, suck thelife out of me.
And at the same time, with oneencouraging word, she can fill my tank full. Like thetimestha
welre been in thecar and she® randomly turned to me and said, Orhank you for this. Thank you
for this. Youdothiswell for our family. Thank youO All of asudden, my tankisfull. Will
you be your huhand® advocate ingead of dooning him to death in the desert being a better
optionto living with you? Will youencourage him? Let me doghim for the next couple of
weeks, and you encourage him.

So weQe been called by God to betheinitiators, to love our wives as Christ loves the church, to
nourish and cherish them. Christ hdp usall. Let@ pray, GFather, hdp us We need it. | pray
agang discouragement rightnow. | pray againg the man who would feel that he@ failed too
much. | thank Youthat there is nathing in this room, no hurt, no betrayal, there@® nothing in this
roomthat You cannotheal andrecondle. Will You hdp usbdieveit? | pray for men. | know
that what weQre been called to cultivate will war againg us | know this is more complicated
than we@e madeit and tha it@ more difficult than IQe madeit. But| know You ask usto do
nothing tha Y ou don® providethe power for. Help us [t@&for Your beautiful name. Amen.O



