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My nameis Jonahan Roge's and I've been & the Village for aboutthree years, and | currently own a
little small busness. And my wife and | are in the insurance busness together. | gotsaved when | was
alittle boy. kwasin my mom'scar oneday, | jus asked he how| accepted Jesusin nmy life and e
showed me therein thecar. | grew up in ahome of bdievers. We went to church quie regularly. My
parents were very involved & the church. |wasinvolved in youh group vey heavily. Andwe were
with the church in Fano for mog of my life. My parents went througha divorce when | was aboutin
theeghth grade and it jus tore my world gpart. |didn'tseeit coming, and it jus realy impacted me
had. And jug theway not to feel the pan of divorce, | began hanging outwith friendsfrom school,
and it was like that's what became the mos important thing o me was my friends So through te
course of my high shool, middle school years and kind of distanang nmyself from my family, | went
through hgh <hool, didn'tdrink or anything ordo drugs It was my senior year that | started
expeaimenting with dcohol. And dter my senior year of graduating, | stayed back and went to school
here and jus boom it was awhole other world. It was just people who were into drugsand dcohol. |
jug found nyself running with areal bad crowd. And | would say from thetime | was a senior in high
school, which was in '93,untl aboutthree years ago, it was jug alife of drugs | was chasing this
downtown scene, this downtown nightlife lifestyle tha | thoughtwas so glamorous the clubsand the
bas. And I found nyself doing mcaine, haoin, dealing diugs chasing grls. And it went that way for
adecade And through ha time, there were people in my life tha would kind oftug & me and biing
me back to church orinvite me places, and it seemed every time just as | was like, QAlright, I've got to
tumn this around. Im worn outOit was like Satan just found aother way to pul me right back down in
it. And 9, it was aboutthree years ago that | jus had had it. | was living downtown, trying o do
thingsmy way, and | was just exhaugted, | was worn outand | was like, Man, I've gotto changemy
life. I've gotto do ®mething.OANd o, | just packed up ny stuff and clled my paents and my
brothers tha were living in the area, and | thought Or ou know I'm going to gart by geting bak with
my family and nove back to McKinney.O And | found nyself alittle place and sarted going © church
with them. And from there, | decided | wanted to get involved more than jugt going © church. And |
met a beautiful woman who later became my wife. And we started gong t the Villagetogeher. And
God jud really started biinging me other friendships, good fiendships, people who really cared aout
me and rowed me loveand walked with me. Looking bak, God ha shown me jus amazing grace
tha | so do notdeserve, 0 undeserving because | ran from Him for so long. | jug ran from Him. And
| shouldn'tbedivetoday. And He has given me another chance and He's wiped the date clean. And
His grace, I'm just so undeserving. He's given me so much to bethankful for.O

Good erening. How arewe? Let'sdo his. Last week, was about protection and it was about God
protecting usas we moved forward. And this week is aboutguidance, and we want to pray about
guidance and for guidance. Last week, | told you astory or two éouthow God hal protected us And
wha | want usto do s, on areal individud level tonight, | want usto think through howGod ha
guided us And 2, | want to dart a apeasond level, and if you'll think in terms of concentric circles,
we'll ge larger hae. But do e afavor there where you ae. Jus bowyour headsand here'swha |
want you © think on hee jud for asecond. And| want usto jug think on he ddails a which God has
worked in ourhearts and worked in ourlives, howHe's guided usand led usto this point in this room
tonight, lovers of God in the process of being healed, in the process of falling deeper and desper in love
with Him. There was a decision mede jug barely over then years ago o nd go b Texas A&M
University butingead, to head to Hardin SmmonsUniversity in west Texas, and through ha bit of
guidance by the Holy Spirit, | met my wife. Through tha bit of guidance by the Holy Spirit, | had a
roommate named Rich Cottle who lived in Highland Village He had a mother who | met there named



Elaine Cottle who years later would bean ingrumental pat of bringing me to this place. How did you
come to knowthe Lord? Wha relationshipswere involved in that? Isit notthe pat of God's
sovereign plan tha these certain pieces had to fall in acertain way, for notonly you © beabdiever in
Christ butto behee a the Village? Wasn't there a certain anountof deails tha had to hgpen to
bring you b this moment, to bring you nto this room, to biing you b the place tha youre in? | want
usto think on hese deails for aminute. | want usto think on he deails that had to take place for us to
come to knowHim, who was involved, howHe rescued us howyou gotto this place, howyou gotto
this roomtonight Before we go into (lease guide usfor ourfuture,Ofor us | want there to be this
gratitudefor howHe has guided usin the past, how He has been unbéievably faithful in the past. Even
in ourpresent reality, the truth is looking bak on it, even some of the mog difficult days of my life
were a pat of the shgping and nolding and gudance of God 1 get meto thisday. And 2, | want usto
spend me time thanking God, jug as individuds. | don'twant usto ge corporate yet. Jug you & an
individud, howHe guided you, howHe protected you, howthe circumstances of your life have been
used by God  gd you b this point. Let's spend jug afew moments thinking, mntemplating and
thanking God for how He so faithfully guided usup f this point.

Let'spray. What friend dd you @me across tha shared the gogel with you? Were you bon into a
godly home? In wha places did the Lord dlow you to suffer to pry your handsoff the thingsof the
world and biing you nto greater knowledgeof Him. Father we praise You tonight as individuds. We
praise you beause Y ou have sent us both joy and and rrow and You have led usand You have
guided usso well to this point. And | know the for some of us tha's ahard prayer because | know tha
some of are ill in the middle of the sorrow and osme of usare ill in the middle of the pan and sme
of usare gill in the middle of londiness and sme of usare ill in the middle of thingswe'd rather not
bein. But even in tha, You're guiding. Bven in tha, You're leading. BEven in tha, You're breaking
our handsand breaking thegrip tha we have on thingstha, in the end, would destroy usor would
satisfy usin auch ashdlow way tha we wouldn'tseek You. Thank You for geting usinto this room
tonight | don'tthink there's anybody n hee tonight whos heart isn't that they want to knowYou, and
they want to walk deeply with You. And thedesire for those thingsis a gift from You. Mos men dan't
have tha desire. Mog men, thar spiritud gppdite isdead. And yd You wet ours. Thank You. Raise
You. lt'sfor Your beautiful name tha | pray. Amen.O

We were in the back, praying and geting ready to come in hae and bsh Drew showed me this great
passagein 2 Chronicles when Jhoshgphat is going outto do bdtle with an amy tha well outhumbers
his. And if you look & on paer, they're going o be destroyed. And he's being questioned by oneof
hismen. He'slike, QVhat's the plan?0 And hesays, Qe have no pbn except to keep oureyes on
Him.O And | want to continudly do this a the beginning in alittle bit different way so we don'tget
confused éoutwhat we're praying ébouthere. Because the prayer here tonight and for the next six
weeks is notjust aprayer of QVe've dready made up ourmind, we've aready knowwhat we're going
to do. Now let's submit that to the Lord and move. O That's notthe prayer at dl, butthe prayer is realy,
QAlright, we don'tknow but to keep oureyes on Him.O So, let me bevery dear aboutthis first section
of prayer on gudance. And then we're going to do wha we did last week and we're going © divideup
into groupsand we're going o mainly cry out Theend god here tonight for usis not space. Theend
god for ushee tonight and for these sx weeks is notfor abuilding and it's notfor aplot of land. Qur
prayer and wha we're asking for is guidance to more of Him, more awareness of Him, more of His
power, more of His healing, nore of His glory, more of His name and renown bang known in the
Dallas/Ft. Worth area through tis little body hat is the Village Church. What we want guidanceto is
more of Him. When | took thejob hee at the Village Church, | had people in my life that were like,
Orhis move doesn't make any sense. It doesn't make sense, Matt. It doesn't make sense finandally. It
doesn't make sense spiritudly. We think you misheard from the Lord.O And there were some viable



thingstha they had hee. But haeswha | felt like | heard in my spirit. If felt like | heard in my spirit,
Orhis move gets you nore of Me. That'swhat it geis you. 9, youre notgoing o meke as much
money. You're notgoing to have as much of this. It doesn't make any sense. Thereis no way to write
it outin away that soundsbeautiful and right, buthere'swhat you g¢. You knowwha you gé if you
go? You g¢ Me. That'swha you ge.O And 9, tonightin terms of guidance, | want to say from the
beginning that the guidance we seek is notbuildingsand gpace. Tha's wha we're hoping for, butin the
end, he guidance we want is OWhere dowe get more of You?O Where dowe gé to experience more
of You? Where dowe get to learn more aboutyou? Where do we get to see the power tha we seein
the Scriptures work outmos fully? Where is tha place? Guide usthere.O So thisis ourfirst prayer
here tonight on gudance. (Father, lead usto more of You.OWe've aready prayed for protection.
We've aready prayed @Protect usfrom decisionsthat don'tget usYou.ONow the prayer is GGuide us
to You, lead usto You,wak usto You. Wewant You. We want to knowYou nore fully. We want to
stand in ave of You nore purely. We want You.O

Here's our first prayer as a corporate body pnight O'he god, theend, what we need guidance to is
You. You'rethegaal, You're wha we want, Youre what we've gotto have.O Listen, if He gives us
Himself, we could do his another forty years in this building. He would show ustheway. If we got
Him and Hm doneand we had to meet in hou®s and never gotto ge togeher corporately again, He
would beenough. Thegod isHim. Let's pray tha way. GFather, we need You. That's wha we need.
We don'theed more space. More space would be great, it would benice and | think there would be
thingswe could do béter if we had it, Father, butwe nead You. And if geting $ace and aeating
roomges usspace and roromand nore programs and nore Bible studies but somewhere in there we
lose You, we have notganed. S whaever happensnext, Father, if it's acquiring land and buiding a
building orsome other ideatha You putinto the hearts of Your people or it's some other move that

Y ou want to make, then Father, whaever's next, even if it's notidedl, even if it's notwha we hopel
for, if wha's next isa4,000 sat auditorium tha | think would make dl of uscringein hee right now,
butif that's the movetha ges usmore of You, ha's wha we want. That's what we need, and if it's not
wha we want, it's definitely what we need. S gudeusinto more of You, Father. We've aready
prayed that Youwould protect usagaing anything tha would ge usanything ohe than You. And so
this week we moveto ouright asking You for more of You, an avareness of Your glory, an awareness
of Your power, an ability to truly savor You, ha You would truly beenough for us Help us It'sfor
Your beautiful name that | pray. Amen.O

There are, within the confines of the Village community, which comprises on aweekend average of
3,0003,600 aults. There are very smart men, vey smart women, men and women who would knowv
how to plan outand properly attack a giving ampaign and abuilding. We've gotthe resources and the
brainpower and dl of those thingswithin the confines of these walls to go do vinaever is next. But |
gotto thinking and laughing a& myself even in my joumd tha | find myself writing oten. Wouldn'tit
great if God removed man from this whole dedl, whaever it is? Wouldn'tit begreat if jus by the
miraculousweirdness tha is God, He just went, Here'swhat it is?0 Wouldn'tit begreat if he
absolutely trumped dl thewisdomof dl thevice presidents and dl thelandowners and all tha we have
and He jus did something outof nowhere that we went, Orha's gota be Him?0 Wouldn'tit be
amazing tha smply by the power of the Holy Spirit that He would lead and guidein such away tha
no onegds to take credit, no oneges any glory, that literally no onecould brag and no or could say,
QWe puttogeher the best of the sharpest people?O And maybetha's wha the Lord has for us There's
nothing wong with sharp men and women who can diive aproject. So dan't hear me say that. But |
jug thoughtwouldn'tit be phenomend if He guided usthrough hie miraculous? Tha's how| wrote it
in my notes. And 0 in thinking tha, | was like, QVell okay, you do nohave because you do notask.O
S0, | thoughtwe should ask. We should ask that some randomguy who maybe has never heard of the



Villagejus goes, @ know this soundsweird, butl feel like | should give you 70 a@res. g takeit. |
don'teven need atax write off. It's yours.O Or just some random..I don'tknow. If | could explain to
you eactly what I'm talking @out, it wouldn'tbeso miraculous So, wha | want to do sjud go,
Q.ord, we would lovefor You i guide usin such away tha no man, no woman can have their name
anywhere near it. We would lovefor You © lead and gudein such away tha when dl thisis said and
done there would benoneed to encourage or praise anyonebecause You pulled it off in such away
tha it is so inescapably You, tha every little bit of praise, glory and encouragement is Yoursand is
owned by You.O

Can we pray for the miraculous? Tha He would guide usthrough tie miraculous let's pray that way.
If the Holy Spirit lays something on yourheart in paticular, clam it, pray for it. Pray for tha
paticular thing, ha particular miracle. Grather, | just affirm tha You ae the same yesterday, today
and forever and tha You are the God who diopped bread outof the sky for Isragl. You are the God
who gave an entire nation of people land. By faith, You culd tell amountin to notbethere anymore.
And 2, we ask You to display Your might, notso that we mightglory in it, butso You mght We ask
tha men and women could more fully see Your might, Your glory, Your renown. Do theimpossible
here, Father. Not so tha we might be more comfortable because | dorit know that I'm praying for you
to do heimpossible in terms of building oridentifying anything & much as | jus am asking for the
impossible here. Help us It's for Your beautiful name. Amen.O

For thelast two years, and | went back and read some of my joumadss jug to make sure, for the last two
years, theelder body and specifically the executive staff of the Village Church has studied jus about
every modd you ould imagine We have foughtthrough aad gonethrough an unbéievable amount of
dry erase boad markers trying  figure outwhat's next for us And Venture is hgppening because we
would find smething tha we were like, (Dkay, thisisit. TheLord'sin this.O We would pray, we
would seek the Lord'sface and go, Okay, thisisit. Thisis where He's leading usO And we would
start to puisueit and dl of asudden, it would feel like the Lord was going, QAh, you misheard there.O
And even then, ometimes we would pus throughtha and go, @/ell, it's what He gave usDand sy,
(Hey, protect usif we're wrong beause we think this is what You're asking usto do.OAnd then He
would intervene and He would protect us But the reason we called Venture togeher is because we
know every opton. Like, | don'tknowtha you ould give usan opion tha we haven't thoughtof. We
thoughtof crazy, absurd stuff. We thoughtof (How aboutyou just have your covenant members come
to church on@ amonth and for the rest of thetime, meet in small group? How aboutyou do ha?0 |
mean, we have kicked around and kicked aroundand kicked around aridiculousamountof idess.
Wha if everybody on saff takes 400 people and leaves?...| g the building. And it's like every time
there seems to be | don'tknow if it's spiritud asin deamonic. We talk so much aoutthe sovereignty of
God 9 much hee, we forge that even in the sovereignty of God, here's spiritud warfare tha needsto
take place. And I don'tknow if it was damonic or if there was some kind of spiritud blockade or
something tha was damming into, buthee's wha | want usto pray for next. | bdieve the majority of
elders and the executive staff are here tonight if they gotin. S, if you ae an dder or on executive
staff, will you gand for me? Here'swha | want usto do. Iwant usto pray ove these men, and | want
usto pray three things tha God would ek into them a definitive direction for the Village Church.
Tha He would answer the question: is building the only option orare there other longterm
possibilities?O We dready knowwhat we're doing in the short-term. Are there any other longterm
possibilities? And then, when God guides usthrough hedecision, ha the processes created by ha
direction, He would lead usoutin. Here would bean example. How do we raise money if we're
suppo®d to raise money in aplace tha's filled with dechurched people who hare come here because
they'retired of beng pat of churches tha jus raise money? How do youcontinueto beunbéievably
missiond in yourfocusand in yourhopewhile a the same time, beng pat of a project like this? How



do you dohis? | want usto lay handson these people if you're around hem. They need darity. On
top oftrying o figure out the future, we have to deal with wha is present and what is the present reality
of this place. And 0, | want to pray ove them. | want to pray wisdomover them. | want to pray tha
God would give them the direction and the confidence and e ability to hear His voice and know
exactly what we'reto do. Iwant usto pray tha if we're notsuppo®d to buid abuilding that God
reveals tha to usshows tha to us we're decisive aboutthat and it goes off thetable as an opion for
this peiod of our history to berevisited later. | want usto pray that God gives them the right processes
for whatever that direction is.

Okay, let's pray for these guys @Father, | thank You for these men. | thank You for the ones here
tonight | thank You for their courage and | thank You for thar diligence and | thank You for their
deep and abiding lovefor You. Mog of themen and women in this roomtonight are here because of
thetearful, gutwrenching prayers of Gilbet Montez and bhn Lowe and Malcolm Quon, Dell Steele,
Jerry Scheffler, these men who were here before dmog everyonein thisroom | thank You for Your
faithfulness. | thank You for such abeautiful blend of young ad old. |thank You tha we're nota
bund of 20 year oldswho hare been omphaned, but rather Dell Steel, with wisdom, love and
gentleness, leads rebukes and srves. Jerry Scheffler, John Lowe, Gilbet Montez, Rick Massengill we
thank You for ther lives, ther wisdom | pray that You would spesak to usclearly, and | pray that we'd
befaithful to s2ek You tha maybethere's more than oneday aweek we'll need to fast. | pray, Holy
Spirit, for darity, dreams, visions Help us | pray for us tha we mightfeel theweight of calling and
tha there would bean urreal amountof seriousess in usconcerning thisissue Help. It'sfor Your
beautiful name. Amen.O

One more and then we'll break and docommunion. 1have only lived in the subuibsfor alittle over
fouryears now. There's some interesting dynamics here, and when | first got to the Village, I'd talk
aboutchurch as ahobbyand howtha was arealy lame hobby, ha there were al these people tha did
church because tha's what they'd do. Like, it's Sunday so they'd go. There's no rea affection for Jesus,
there's notreal passion for His name, there's no real desire to worship or exalt Him, we just go ©
church because...well because it's Dalas. Drive an UV, have agolden retriever and go b church, it's
wha we do. And 2 in essence, what you'vegot here on amassive scale every Saturday nightinto
every Sunday moming is you'vegotabout 1,700 peple who ae conrected, which meansthey'rein a
home group, hey're serving in some capacity. And I'm jud telling you ofthose we know of. They're
growing in thar knowledge of the Lord, they're struggling to follow Him purely, they're working
through her salvation with fear and rembling. And then you hae amassive, massive, massive group
of people who are here because they like Bleecker's musc and they like theway | preach. And do you
know howwe knowthis? Because if you let me go outof town for amonth, we'll drop by narly 1,500
people. I'vedoreit twice and boh times our atendance has jus tanked. Tha's horibly unhelthy.

S0, hee'show | want usto end. Wherever the Lord'sleading usto Him, wherever He's guiding usto,
tha He would degpen us..dl of us notjug the ones tha are here tonight I'm guessing tha if you're
willing o bdtle throughand ge here tonight just to pray, that you're growing in theLord. That's my
hope Or maybe you ame hee tonight, hoping that this would bepat that would hdp. Gould we pray
tha He would despen us tha He would draw in thefringe tha maybe my name could die alittle bit?
Because if people leave here liking me and notloving ksus then I'm aderiment. And if people, in the
end, laugh and ae encouraged butaren't broken before the risen Savior, then it doesn't matter how
many people are coming, it doesn't matter. Could we pray tha maybe my name could die alittle bit?
And wha isit, tha | only preach 25 tmesayear...tha | only preach 20 imes ayear? What is it?
Wha's the play here? Could we pray tha my name could die alittle bit? Could we pray tha the Lord
would degpen usand that He would draw in thefringe? And let me encourageyou right now, if you
know thefringg if you know people who go b church to go b church, youcan pray for them right



now. | mean, notfull name with an address or anything. Don't point a them or pray, if they're here
tonight, don'tpray GHe's talking éboutyou. @me here, st down. | told ou staff on Tuesday, there's a
good kind of suffering. There'sawrong kind of suffering, here'sakind d suffering tha'sa
consquence to 9n butthere'sakind o suffering that is agift from Christ Himself. There is atype of
pan, thereis atype of sorrow and there is atype of londiness tha are gifts from Jesusto us Can we
pray tha maybe He'll teach ussuffering? Tha's ascary prayer. | knowit'sa scary prayer. |1 don'teven
know wha it would look like corporately. And if you're notready to pray it, then don'tpray it. It's
alright Can we pray that He would despen us that He'd let my name die here, tha He would draw in
thefringeand that this would bea place tha people who jus want to kind of go © church would never
feel comfortable buttha He might effectively andin areally powerful way, draw the eect unto
Himself hee?

Let's pray, Grather, we ask on bédf of our neighbors and orcoworkers and thoussndsupon housnds
of our peers here who st in church week after week after week and they look at the screen and read the
words and they have notbeen moved by You and they have not been avakened to Your glory. They
jug arereligious Maybethey're religiousin the traditiond sense or maybethey're religiousin the
sense tha they think that if they're good durch people then good hingswill hgppen to them. | don't
know. It'ssuch aweird place tha we find ourlives bang plyed outin. Butwill You diaw in the
fringeand will You bethe name hae? Can the name hee be Yours? Would You piotect usfrom
persondity? And |, jug like everyone ese in hae, want to use the naura gifts and ailities that You
gave meto glorify You. And 0, | don'tknowthebdancein al tha, so hdp. Would You teach us
sacrifice? Would You teach ussuffering and would You teach usin thereally degp pats of our being
tha thisis notour home and tha as our brother Paul said that to dieisgan? If | dierightnow, | don't
get to see Audrey ge married and | never get to see my grandkids and | dorit ge to grow old with
Lauren and it's ill gan, it's better. And that fliesin theface of everythingwe really know. Help us
We loveYou. | jug dways want to pray this. | want to love Your more than | love You. Iwantto
love You in amore whole way than | love You. Iwant You to hare more of my life. 1 don'tknow how
to lay any more down than I'm laying down now; o | need Your hep. It'sfor Your beautiful name.
Amen.O

| told you kst week that | was going © do tis, that every when it came time to do this, | wanted to cha
with you alittle bit aboutwhat | want to do bngterm outof wha we're daing hee tonight Here's
wha | would guess and maybe I'm wrong. | hope I'm dead wrong. lhope every oneof you ndsme a
dirty email tomorrow. Here'swhat we did today. Today we fasted because we needed to hear from
theLord. That'swha we did. We ssid, @m notgoing © est food be&ause You're beter. | need You
more than | need food. This hunge tha I'm having for food ight now, | need that hunge placed on
You. Inexd to be hungwy for You like this. | need to achefor You like this.O That's wha we did
today, and we came in hae tonight to pray for guidance. And we read alittle devotiond on gudance
and we said, GDkay, we want You o guide usand we want You © lead usO And | hopethat wen you
fast and when you gart to pray and when you gart to do hingslike tha, thingsin you ha nexd to
comeup ome up. D like some of you ae agitated. And tha'stheLord trying o talk to you, ad you
need to think through bhat write through ha wade through ha. Some of you ae angry, some of you
feel the weight of something, you'e noteven sure wha tha weightis. And one again, thisisthe
Lord. Thisistheprocess of pusing you ond Himself or pulling you ond Himself. It'sreally a
beautiful process. And here's my hopefor you. My hopefor you is tha we ge past thesix
weeks...four weeks left after tonight Last week, | said tha | hopeyou learned to trangpose hunge and
suffering and those kind ofthingsonto theLord. My hopefor you bnightis this, tha you would learn
to ek His guidance always and notjug in big thingsbutin everything. Wha do I mean by
everything? | don'tthink you $ould just go buy acar. | think maybe you $ould pray aboutwha car



you buy. Idon'tthink you $iould just go buy ¢othes. | think you $iould pray aboutwha youwear.
Why nof? You'vegotthe infinite God of the universe who says, O ou can come into the holy place
withoutMe killing you.OlI think we should pray aboutwhere we should live. | think we should pray
aboutwho we should marry or if we should marry at dl. | think we should pray abouthow much we
should eat. | think we should pray aboutwhether we should or notthat day. Isit somewhat of an
accusation ggaing usthat it takes something this big to ge usto fast and seek guidance? Isn'tit
somewhat of an accusation agang ustha we'll g& seriouson the big thingsbut not trust Him for the
small? So my hopeis that, long dter we've sopped praying éout space and facilities and what's next
for us tha maybewe'd be quick to say, O¥ou knav wha? Since | dorit know, maybeI'll fast for aday
or two and pressinto theLord. He'swhat | really need. What's going to g& me more of Him? Is this
car going b ge me more of Him or is this car going o g&¢ me more of Him? Is this hous going © gé
me more of Him? Is this neghboihood going b ge me more of Him? Does this job ge& me more of
Him or does this job g¢ me more of Him? Does this relationhip g& me more of Him or does it rob
me of geting the fullness of Him? | mean, can you imaginewhat jus might hgppen if we did tha day
to day and learned to hear His voice, His tong howv He speaks? Thisis my hopedfter Venture is ove.

Crather, | thank You for these men and women and | thank You for the opportunity Y ou'vegiven usto
gathe in aroomen mass and piay and pray without fear and piay hoping and gé to see friendsof ours
and peple tha we love These thingswere given to ustonight so tha we could see You nore clearly.
| pray tha we have. | pray nowtha we would prepare our hearts, that we wouldn't grab the body and
toudh theblood n an unworthy manne butthere would beremembrance, there would beweight, there
would beseriousess, there would be gratitudeand there would behope. | pray tha confession ofsin
would go up ¢ Your nogrils as we pass outthedements. And | thank You for grace. It'sfor Your
beautiful name. Amen.O

The Scriptures say there is coming aday where we will sit a thetable of the Lamb, the great wedding
suppe of the Lamb and tha we'll drink nev wine and tll stories of our great God and king. No more
tears, no nore pain for He will wipe away tears fromther eyes. It will behome, and dl the groaning
and aching of the human spirit will findly beable to breathe again. And worship will hgppen. That's
not jus snging. Imean, worship goes well beyond anging. Thisis acomplex issue of what dl is
going o go on uphere, butit'sdl going o beinfinitely soul satisfying. And then God is so big that in
the coming aes, He will continueto let usknow how big, beutiful and mighty Heis. Like, do you
know tha moment where you goow in Him? You know tha moment when you're really growing and it
feels like you could neser know Him more than you knowHim at tha moment? Heaven'skind of
perpetudly like tha. Butunitl then, we remember and we hope And on henighttha Christ died, He
took the bread and after He blessed it, He brokeit and sid (Thisis My body. Db thisin remembrance
of Me.O In the same way, He took the cup and sid, O'his is My blood, $ied for you, poued outfor
you. Theday is comingwhen we'll st at that table and we'll drink new wine and we'll no longe know
thingsveiled completely unvaled. We will no longer see dimly asin amirror or areflection butwelll
see face to face. But untl then, do hisin remembrance of Me.O There are times in my life tha | think,
because of who | am and wha's hgppened in my past and where | come from, that the Lord has made a
mistake in the blessingstha He's given me. It's probably why | preach grace like | do. You ae an
unbdievable source of joy and gladness for me.

Let's pray, Grather, | thank You for ourfamily, ourlittle eclectic, dysundiond little family here.
We're made up ofall these different pats and different pesondities and different looksand different
skill sets and mlors and odoecononic studaions some of ushave kids, some of usdon't some of us
are married, ome of usaren't, some of ushave lived well, some of ushave lived pooty, butYou ae
wha we hold in common. Some of usfree from historic sn, some of us4till batling, sme yet to



begin the batle, butyet thisis wha we have in common, Your blood, Your cross, Your grace, the hope
tha You save. And what that meansis nottha You save usfrom our supidity or from bad dtuaions
although Ithink You do, Ithink that's pat of it, butrather what it meansto besaved isto have our eyes
and herts awakened to the grandeur tha's You. Ipray in dl this, You beexalted. |pray in dl this,
You beglorified. AndI pray with everything that'sin me tha therell bethis day when we st arourd a
heavenly table, giant goblets of winein hand with nothing butpraise and grtitudefor wha You did
and wha You revealed aboutYourself to this area through outittle lives. It's for Your beautiful,
beautiful, beautiful name that we've fasted today and we've come in hee and we've prayed and we've
remembered. We love You. Amen.O



