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ÒMy name is Jonathan Rogers and I've been at the Village for about three years, and I currently own a 
little small business.  And my wife and I are in the insurance business together.  I got saved when I was 
a little boy.  It was in my mom's car one day, I just asked her how I accepted Jesus in my life and she 
showed me there in the car.  I grew up in a home of believers.  We went to church quite regularly.  My 
parents were very involved at the church.  I was involved in youth group very heavily.  And we were 
with the church in Plano for most of my life.  My parents went through a divorce when I was about in 
the eighth grade, and it just tore my world apart.  I didn't see it coming, and it just really impacted me 
hard.  And just the way not to feel the pain of divorce, I began hanging out with friends from school, 
and it was like that's what became the most important thing to me was my friends.  So through the 
course of my high school, middle school years and kind of distancing myself from my family, I went 
through high school, didn't drink or anything or do drugs.  It was my senior year that I started 
experimenting with alcohol.  And after my senior year of graduating, I stayed back and went to school 
here and just boom, it was a whole other world.  It was just people who were into drugs and alcohol.  I 
just found myself running with a real bad crowd.  And I would say from the time I was a senior in high 
school, which was in '93, until about three years ago, it was just a life of drugs.  I was chasing this 
downtown scene, this downtown nightlife lifestyle that I thought was so glamorous, the clubs and the 
bars.  And I found myself doing cocaine, heroin, dealing drugs, chasing girls.  And it went that way for 
a decade.  And through that time, there were people in my life that would kind of tug at me and bring 
me back to church or invite me places, and it seemed every time just as I was like, ÒAlright, I've got to 
turn this around.  I'm worn out,Ó it was like Satan just found another way to pull me right back down in 
it.  And so, it was about three years ago that I just had had it.  I was living downtown, trying to do 
things my way, and I was just exhausted, I was worn out and I was like, ÒMan, I've got to change my 
life.  I've got to do something.Ó  And so, I just packed up my stuff and called my parents and my 
brothers that were living in the area, and I thought, ÒYou know, I'm going to start by getting back with 
my family and move back to McKinney.Ó  And I found myself a little place and started going to church 
with them.  And from there, I decided I wanted to get involved more than just going to church.  And I 
met a beautiful woman who later became my wife.  And we started going to the Village together.  And 
God just really started bringing me other friendships, good friendships, people who really cared about 
me and showed me love and walked with me.  Looking back, God has shown me just amazing grace 
that I so do not deserve, so undeserving because I ran from Him for so long.  I just ran from Him.  And 
I shouldn't be alive today.  And He has given me another chance and He's wiped the slate clean.  And 
His grace, I'm just so undeserving.  He's given me so much to be thankful for.Ó 
 
Good evening.  How are we?  Let's do this.  Last week, was about protection and it was about God 
protecting us as we moved forward.  And this week is about guidance, and we want to pray about 
guidance and for guidance.  Last week, I told you a story or two about how God had protected us.  And 
what I want us to do is, on a real individual level tonight, I want us to think through how God has 
guided us.  And so, I want to start at a personal level, and if you'll think in terms of concentric circles, 
we'll get larger here.  But do me a favor there where you are.  Just bow your heads and here's what I 
want you to think on here just for a second.  And I want us to just think on the details at which God has 
worked in our hearts and worked in our lives, how He's guided us and led us to this point in this room 
tonight, lovers of God in the process of being healed, in the process of falling deeper and deeper in love 
with Him.  There was a decision made just barely over then years ago to not go to Texas A&M 
University but instead, to head to Hardin Simmons University in west Texas, and through that bit of 
guidance by the Holy Spirit, I met my wife.  Through that bit of guidance by the Holy Spirit, I had a 
roommate named Rich Cottle who lived in Highland Village.  He had a mother who I met there named 



Elaine Cottle who years later would be an instrumental part of bringing me to this place.  How did you 
come to know the Lord?  What relationships were involved in that?  Is it not the part of God's 
sovereign plan that these certain pieces had to fall in a certain way, for not only you to be a believer in 
Christ but to be here at the Village?  Wasn't there a certain amount of details that had to happen to 
bring you to this moment, to bring you into this room, to bring you to the place that you're in?  I want 
us to think on these details for a minute.  I want us to think on the details that had to take place for us to 
come to know Him, who was involved, how He rescued us, how you got to this place, how you got to 
this room tonight.  Before we go into Òplease guide us for our future,Ó for us I want there to be this 
gratitude for how He has guided us in the past, how He has been unbelievably faithful in the past.  Even 
in our present reality, the truth is looking back on it, even some of the most difficult days of my life 
were a part of the shaping and molding and guidance of God to get me to this day.  And so, I want us to 
spend some time thanking God, just as individuals.  I don't want us to get corporate yet.  Just you as an 
individual, how He guided you, how He protected you, how the circumstances of your life have been 
used by God to get you to this point.  Let's spend just a few moments thinking, contemplating and 
thanking God for how He so faithfully guided us up to this point.   
 
Let's pray.  What friend did you come across that shared the gospel with you?  Were you born into a 
godly home?  In what places did the Lord allow you to suffer to pry your hands off the things of the 
world and bring you into greater knowledge of Him.  ÒFather we praise You tonight as individuals.  We 
praise you because You have sent us both joy and and sorrow and You have led us and You have 
guided us so well to this point.  And I know the for some of us, that's a hard prayer because I know that 
some of are still in the middle of the sorrow and some of us are still in the middle of the pain and some 
of us are still in the middle of loneliness and some of us are still in the middle of things we'd rather not 
be in.  But even in that, You're guiding.  Even in that, You're leading.  Even in that, You're breaking 
our hands and breaking the grip that we have on things that, in the end, would destroy us or would 
satisfy us in such a shallow way that we wouldn't seek You.  Thank You for getting us into this room 
tonight.  I don't think there's anybody in here tonight whose heart isn't that they want to know You, and 
they want to walk deeply with You.  And the desire for those things is a gift from You.  Most men don't 
have that desire.  Most men, their spiritual appetite is dead.  And yet You wet ours.  Thank You.  Praise 
You.  It's for Your beautiful name that I pray.  Amen.Ó  
 
We were in the back, praying and getting ready to come in here and Josh Drew showed me this great 
passage in 2 Chronicles when Jehoshaphat is going out to do battle with an army that well outnumbers 
his.  And if you look at on paper, they're going to be destroyed.  And he's being questioned by one of 
his men.  He's like, ÒWhat's the plan?Ó  And he says, ÒWe have no plan except to keep our eyes on 
Him.Ó  And I want to continually do this at the beginning in a little bit different way so we don't get 
confused about what we're praying about here.  Because the prayer here tonight and for the next six 
weeks is not just a prayer of ÒWe've already made up our mind, we've already know what we're going 
to do.  Now let's submit that to the Lord and move.Ó  That's not the prayer at all, but the prayer is really, 
ÒAlright, we don't know but to keep our eyes on Him.Ó  So, let me be very clear about this first section 
of prayer on guidance.  And then we're going to do what we did last week and we're going to divide up 
into groups and we're going to mainly cry out.  The end goal here tonight for us is not space.  The end 
goal for us here tonight and for these six weeks is not for a building and it's not for a plot of land.  Our 
prayer and what we're asking for is guidance to more of Him, more awareness of Him, more of His 
power, more of His healing, more of His glory, more of His name and renown being known in the 
Dallas/Ft. Worth area through this little body that is the Village Church.  What we want guidance to is 
more of Him.  When I took the job here at the Village Church, I had people in my life that were like, 
ÒThis move doesn't make any sense.  It doesn't make sense, Matt.  It doesn't make sense financially.  It 
doesn't make sense spiritually.  We think you misheard from the Lord.Ó  And there were some viable 



things that they had here.  But here's what I felt like I heard in my spirit.  If felt like I heard in my spirit, 
ÒThis move gets you more of Me.  That's what it gets you.  So, you're not going to make as much 
money.  You're not going to have as much of this.  It doesn't make any sense.  There is no way to write 
it out in a way that sounds beautiful and right, but here's what you get.  You know what you get if you 
go?  You get Me.  That's what you get.Ó  And so, tonight in terms of guidance, I want to say from the 
beginning that the guidance we seek is not buildings and space.  That's what we're hoping for, but in the 
end, the guidance we want is ÒWhere do we get more of You?Ó   Where do we get to experience more 
of You?  Where do we get to learn more about you?  Where do we get to see the power that we see in 
the Scriptures work out most fully?  Where is that place?  Guide us there.Ó  So this is our first prayer 
here tonight on guidance.  ÒFather, lead us to more of You.Ó  We've already prayed for protection.  
We've already prayed ÒProtect us from decisions that don't get us You.Ó  Now the prayer is ÒGuide us 
to You, lead us to You, walk us to You.  We want You.  We want to know You more fully.  We want to 
stand in awe of You more purely.  We want You.Ó   
 
Here's our first prayer as a corporate body tonight: ÒThe goal, the end, what we need guidance to is 
You.  You're the goal, You're what we want, You're what we've got to have.Ó  Listen, if He gives us 
Himself, we could do this another forty years in this building.  He would show us the way.  If we got 
Him and Him alone and we had to meet in houses and never got to get together corporately again, He 
would be enough.  The goal is Him.  Let's pray that way.  ÒFather, we need You.  That's what we need.  
We don't need more space.  More space would be great, it would be nice and I think there would be 
things we could do better if we had it, Father, but we need You.  And if getting space and creating 
room gets us space and room and more programs and more Bible studies but somewhere in there we 
lose You, we have not gained.  So whatever happens next, Father, if it's acquiring land and building a 
building or some other idea that You put into the hearts of Your people or it's some other move that 
You want to make, then Father, whatever's next, even if it's not ideal, even if it's not what we hoped 
for, if what's next is a 4,000 seat auditorium that I think would make all of us cringe in here right now, 
but if that's the move that gets us more of You, that's what we want.  That's what we need, and if it's not 
what we want, it's definitely what we need.  So guide us into more of You, Father.  We've already 
prayed that You would protect us against anything that would get us anything other than You. And so 
this week we move to outright asking You for more of You, an awareness of Your glory, an awareness 
of Your power, an ability to truly savor You, that You would truly be enough for us.  Help us.  It's for 
Your beautiful name that I pray.  Amen.Ó 
 
There are, within the confines of the Village community, which comprises on a weekend average of 
3,000-3,600 adults.  There are very smart men, very smart women, men and women who would know 
how to plan out and properly attack a giving campaign and a building.  We've got the resources and the 
brainpower and all of those things within the confines of these walls to go do whatever is next.  But I 
got to thinking and laughing at myself even in my journal that I find myself writing often.  Wouldn't it 
great if God removed man from this whole deal, whatever it is?  Wouldn't it be great if just by the 
miraculous weirdness that is God, He just went, ÒHere's what it is?Ó  Wouldn't it be great if he 
absolutely trumped all the wisdom of all the vice presidents and all the landowners and all that we have 
and He just did something out of nowhere that we went, ÒThat's gotta be Him?Ó  Wouldn't it be 
amazing that simply by the power of the Holy Spirit that He would lead and guide in such a way that 
no one gets to take credit, no one gets any glory, that literally no one could brag and no one could say, 
ÒWe put together the best of the sharpest people?Ó  And maybe that's what the Lord has for us.  There's 
nothing wrong with sharp men and women who can drive a project.  So don't hear me say that.  But I 
just thought wouldn't it be phenomenal if He guided us through the miraculous?  That's how I wrote it 
in my notes.  And so in thinking that, I was like, ÒWell okay, you do not have because you do not ask.Ó  
So, I thought we should ask.  We should ask that some random guy who maybe has never heard of the 



Village just goes, ÒI know this sounds weird, but I feel like I should give you 70 acres.  Just take it.  I 
don't even need a tax write off.  It's yours.Ó  Or just some random...I don't know.  If I could explain to 
you exactly what I'm talking about, it wouldn't be so miraculous.  So, what I want to do is just go, 
ÒLord, we would love for You to guide us in such a way that no man, no woman can have their name 
anywhere near it.  We would love for You to lead and guide in such a way that when all this is said and 
done, there would be no need to encourage or praise anyone because You pulled it off in such a way 
that it is so inescapably You, that every little bit of praise, glory and encouragement is Yours and is 
owned by You.Ó   
 
Can we pray for the miraculous?  That He would guide us through the miraculous, let's pray that way.  
If the Holy Spirit lays something on your heart in particular, claim it, pray for it.  Pray for that 
particular thing, that particular miracle. ÒFather, I just affirm that You are the same yesterday, today 
and forever and that You are the God who dropped bread out of the sky for Israel.  You are the God 
who gave an entire nation of people land.  By faith, You could tell a mountain to not be there anymore.  
And so, we ask You to display Your might, not so that we might glory in it, but so You might.  We ask 
that men and women could more fully see Your might, Your glory, Your renown.  Do the impossible 
here, Father.  Not so that we might be more comfortable because I don't know that I'm praying for you 
to do the impossible in terms of building or identifying anything as much as I just am asking for the 
impossible here.  Help us.  It's for Your beautiful name.  Amen.Ó 
 
For the last two years, and I went back and read some of my journals just to make sure, for the last two 
years, the elder body and specifically the executive staff of the Village Church has studied just about 
every model you could imagine.  We have fought through and gone through an unbelievable amount of 
dry erase board markers trying to figure out what's next for us.  And Venture is happening because we 
would find something that we were like, ÒOkay, this is it.  The Lord's in this.Ó  We would pray, we 
would seek the Lord's face and go, ÒOkay, this is it.  This is where He's leading us.Ó  And we would 
start to pursue it and all of a sudden, it would feel like the Lord was going, ÒAh, you misheard there.Ó  
And even then, sometimes we would push through that and go, ÒWell, it's what He gave usÓ and say, 
ÒHey, protect us if we're wrong because we think this is what You're asking us to do.Ó  And then He 
would intervene and He would protect us.  But the reason we called Venture together is because we 
know every option.  Like, I don't know that you could give us an option that we haven't thought of.  We 
thought of crazy, absurd stuff.  We thought of ÒHow about you just have your covenant members come 
to church once a month and for the rest of the time, meet in small group?  How about you do that?Ó  I 
mean, we have kicked around and kicked around and kicked around a ridiculous amount of ideas.  
What if everybody on staff takes 400 people and leaves?...I get the building.  And it's like every time 
there seems to be, I don't know if it's spiritual as in demonic.  We talk so much about the sovereignty of 
God so much here, we forget that even in the sovereignty of God, there's spiritual warfare that needs to 
take place.  And I don't know if it was demonic or if there was some kind of spiritual blockade or 
something that was slamming into, but here's what I want us to pray for next.  I believe the majority of 
elders and the executive staff are here tonight if they got in.  So, if you are an elder or on executive 
staff, will you stand for me?  Here's what I want us to do.  I want us to pray over these men, and I want 
us to pray three things: that God would speak into them a definitive direction for the Village Church.  
That He would answer the question: is building the only option or are there other long-term 
possibilities?Ó  We already know what we're doing in the short-term.  Are there any other long-term 
possibilities?  And then, when God guides us through the decision, that the processes created by that 
direction, He would lead us out in.  Here would be an example.  How do we raise money if we're 
supposed to raise money in a place that's filled with de-churched people who have come here because 
they're tired of being part of churches that just raise money?  How do you continue to be unbelievably 
missional in your focus and in your hope while at the same time, being part of a project like this?  How 



do you do this?  I want us to lay hands on these people if you're around them.  They need clarity.  On 
top of trying to figure out the future, we have to deal with what is present and what is the present reality 
of this place.  And so, I want to pray over them.  I want to pray wisdom over them.  I want to pray that 
God would give them the direction and the confidence and the ability to hear His voice and know 
exactly what we're to do.  I want us to pray that if we're not supposed to build a building that God 
reveals that to us shows that to us, we're decisive about that and it goes off the table as an option for 
this period of our history to be revisited later.  I want us to pray that God gives them the right processes 
for whatever that direction is.   
 
Okay, let's pray for these guys.  ÒFather, I thank You for these men.  I thank You for the ones here 
tonight.  I thank You for their courage and I thank You for their diligence and I thank You for their 
deep and abiding love for You.  Most of the men and women in this room tonight are here because of 
the tearful, gut wrenching prayers of Gilbert Montez and John Lowe and Malcolm Quon, Dell Steele, 
Jerry Scheffler, these men who were here before almost everyone in this room.  I thank You for Your 
faithfulness.  I thank You for such a beautiful blend of young and old.  I thank You that we're not a 
bunch of 20 year olds who have been orphaned, but rather Dell Steel, with wisdom, love and 
gentleness, leads, rebukes and serves.  Jerry Scheffler, John Lowe, Gilbert Montez, Rick Massengill we 
thank You for their lives, their wisdom.  I pray that You would speak to us clearly, and I pray that we'd 
be faithful to seek You that maybe there's more than one day a week we'll need to fast.  I pray, Holy 
Spirit, for clarity, dreams, visions.  Help us.  I pray for us, that we might feel the weight of calling and 
that there would be an unreal amount of seriousness in us concerning this issue.  Help.  It's for Your 
beautiful name.  Amen.Ó 
 
One more and then we'll break and do communion.  I have only lived in the suburbs for a little over 
four years now.  There's some interesting dynamics here, and when I first got to the Village, I'd talk 
about church as a hobby and how that was a really lame hobby, that there were all these people that did 
church because that's what they'd do.  Like, it's Sunday so they'd go.  There's no real affection for Jesus, 
there's not real passion for His name, there's no real desire to worship or exalt Him, we just go to 
church because...well because it's Dallas.  Drive an SUV, have a golden retriever and go to church, it's 
what we do.  And so in essence, what you've got here on a massive scale every Saturday night into 
every Sunday morning is you've got about 1,700 people who are connected, which means they're in a 
home group, they're serving in some capacity.  And I'm just telling you of those we know of.  They're 
growing in their knowledge of the Lord, they're struggling to follow Him purely, they're working 
through their salvation with fear and trembling.  And then you have a massive, massive, massive group 
of people who are here because they like Bleecker's music and they like the way I preach.  And do you 
know how we know this?  Because if you let me go out of town for a month, we'll drop by nearly 1,500 
people.  I've done it twice and both times our attendance has just tanked.  That's horribly unhealthy.  
So, here's how I want us to end.  Wherever the Lord's leading us to Him, wherever He's guiding us to, 
that He would deepen us...all of us, not just the ones that are here tonight.  I'm guessing that if you're 
willing to battle through and get here tonight just to pray, that you're growing in the Lord.  That's my 
hope.  Or maybe you came here tonight, hoping that this would be part that would help.  Could we pray 
that He would deepen us, that He would draw in the fringe, that maybe my name could die a little bit?  
Because if people leave here liking me and not loving Jesus, then I'm a detriment.  And if people, in the 
end, laugh and are encouraged but aren't broken before the risen Savior, then it doesn't matter how 
many people are coming, it doesn't matter.  Could we pray that maybe my name could die a little bit?  
And what is it, that I only preach 25 times a year...that I only preach 20 times a year?  What is it?  
What's the play here?  Could we pray that my name could die a little bit?  Could we pray that the Lord  
would deepen us and that He would draw in the fringe?  And let me encourage you right now, if you 
know the fringe, if you know people who go to church to go to church, you can pray for them right 



now.   I mean, not full name with an address or anything.  Don't point at them or pray, if they're here 
tonight, don't pray ÒHe's talking about you.  Come here, sit down.  I told our staff on Tuesday, there's a 
good kind of suffering.  There's a wrong kind of suffering, there's a kind of suffering that's a 
consequence to sin but there's a kind of suffering that is a gift from Christ Himself.  There is a type of 
pain, there is a type of sorrow and there is a type of loneliness that are gifts from Jesus to us.  Can we 
pray that maybe He'll teach us suffering?  That's a scary prayer.  I know it's a scary prayer.  I don't even 
know what it would look like corporately.  And if you're not ready to pray it, then don't pray it.  It's 
alright.  Can we pray that He would deepen us, that He'd let my name die here, that He would draw in 
the fringe and that this would be a place that people who just want to kind of go to church would never 
feel comfortable but that He might effectively and in a really powerful way, draw the elect unto 
Himself here? 
 
Let's pray, ÒFather, we ask on behalf of our neighbors and or coworkers and thousands upon thousands 
of our peers here who sit in church week after week after week and they look at the screen and read the 
words and they have not been moved by You and they have not been awakened to Your glory.  They 
just are religious.  Maybe they're religious in the traditional sense or maybe they're religious in the 
sense that they think that if they're good church people then good things will happen to them.  I don't 
know.  It's such a weird place that we find our lives being played out in.  But will You draw in the 
fringe and will You be the name here?  Can the name here be Yours?  Would You protect us from 
personality?  And I, just like everyone else in here, want to use the natural gifts and abilities that You 
gave me to glorify You.  And so, I don't know the balance in all that, so help.  Would You teach us 
sacrifice?  Would You teach us suffering and would You teach us in the really deep parts of our being 
that this is not our home and that as our brother Paul said that to die is gain?  If I die right now, I don't 
get to see Audrey get married and I never get to see my grandkids and I don't get to grow old with 
Lauren and it's still gain, it's better.  And that flies in the face of everything we really know.  Help us.  
We love You.  I just always want to pray this.  I want to love Your more than I love You.  I want to 
love You in a more whole way than I love You.  I want You to have more of my life.  I don't know how 
to lay any more down than I'm laying down now, so I need Your help.  It's for Your beautiful name.  
Amen.Ó   
 
I told you last week that I was going to do this, that every when it came time to do this, I wanted to chat 
with you a little bit about what I want to do long-term out of what we're doing here tonight.  Here's 
what I would guess and maybe I'm wrong.  I hope I'm dead wrong.  I hope every one of you sends me a 
dirty e-mail tomorrow.  Here's what we did today.  Today we fasted because we needed to hear from 
the Lord.  That's what we did.  We said, ÒI'm not going to eat food because You're better.  I need You 
more than I need food.  This hunger that I'm having for food right now, I need that hunger placed on 
You.  I need to be hungry for You like this.  I need to ache for You like this.Ó  That's what we did 
today, and we came in here tonight to pray for guidance. And we read a little devotional on guidance 
and we said, ÒOkay, we want You to guide us and we want You to lead us.Ó  And I hope that wen you 
fast and when you start to pray and when you start to do things like that, things in you that need to 
come up come up.  So like some of you are agitated.  And that's the Lord trying to talk to you, and you 
need to think through that write through that wade through that.  Some of you are angry, some of you 
feel the weight of something, you're not even sure what that weight is.  And once again, this is the 
Lord.  This is the process of pushing you onto Himself or pulling you onto Himself.  It's really a 
beautiful process.  And here's my hope for you.  My hope for you is that we get past the six 
weeks...four weeks left after tonight.  Last week, I said that I hope you learned to transpose hunger and 
suffering and those kind of things onto the Lord.  My hope for you tonight is this, that you would learn 
to seek His guidance always and not just in big things but in everything.  What do I mean by 
everything?  I don't think you should just go buy a car.  I think maybe you should pray about what car 



you buy.  I don't think you should just go buy clothes.  I think you should pray about what you wear.  
Why not?  You've got the infinite God of the universe who says, ÒYou can come into the holy place 
without Me killing you.Ó  I think we should pray about where we should live.  I think we should pray 
about who we should marry or if we should marry at all.  I think we should pray about how much we 
should eat.  I think we should pray about whether we should or not that day.  Is it somewhat of an 
accusation against us that it takes something this big to get us to fast and seek guidance?  Isn't it 
somewhat of an accusation against us that we'll get serious on the big things but not trust Him for the 
small?  So my hope is that, long after we've stopped praying about space and facilities and what's next 
for us, that maybe we'd be quick to say, ÒYou know what?  Since I don't know, maybe I'll fast for a day 
or two and press into the Lord.  He's what I really need.  What's going to get me more of Him?  Is this 
car going to get me more of Him or is this car going to get me more of Him?  Is this house going to get 
me more of Him?  Is this neighborhood going to get me more of Him?  Does this job get me more of 
Him or does this job get me more of Him?  Does this relationship get me more of Him or does it rob 
me of getting the fullness of Him?  I mean, can you imagine what just might happen if we did that day 
to day and learned to hear His voice, His tone, how He speaks?  This is my hope after Venture is over.   
 
ÒFather, I thank You for these men and women and I thank You for the opportunity You've given us to 
gather in a room en mass and pray and pray without fear and pray hoping and get to see friends of ours 
and people that we love.  These things were given to us tonight so that we could see You more clearly.  
I pray that we have.  I pray now that we would prepare our hearts, that we wouldn't grab the body and 
touch the blood in an unworthy manner but there would be remembrance, there would be weight, there 
would be seriousness, there would be gratitude and there would be hope.  I pray that confession of sin 
would go up to Your nostrils as we pass out the elements.  And I thank You for grace.  It's for Your 
beautiful name.  Amen.Ó 
 
The Scriptures say there is coming a day where we will sit at the table of the Lamb, the great wedding 
supper of the Lamb and that we'll drink new wine and tell stories of our great God and king.  No more 
tears, no more pain for He will wipe away tears from their eyes.  It will be home, and all the groaning 
and aching of the human spirit will finally be able to breathe again.  And worship will happen.  That's 
not just singing.  I mean, worship goes well beyond singing.  This is a complex issue of what all is 
going to go on up there, but it's all going to be infinitely soul satisfying.  And then God is so big that in 
the coming ages, He will continue to let us know how big, beautiful and mighty He is.  Like, do you 
know that moment where you grow in Him?  You know that moment when you're really growing and it 
feels like you could never know Him more than you know Him at that moment?  Heaven's kind of 
perpetually like that.  But until then, we remember and we hope.  And on the night that Christ died, He 
took the bread and after He blessed it, He broke it and said ÒThis is My body.  Do this in remembrance 
of Me.Ó  In the same way, He took the cup and said, ÒThis is My blood, shed for you, poured out for 
you.  The day is coming when we'll sit at that table and we'll drink new wine and we'll no longer know 
things veiled completely unveiled.  We will no longer see dimly as in a mirror or a reflection but we'll 
see face to face.  But until then, do this in remembrance of Me.Ó  There are times in my life that I think, 
because of who I am and what's happened in my past and where I come from, that the Lord has made a 
mistake in the blessings that He's given me.  It's probably why I preach grace like I do.  You are an 
unbelievable source of joy and gladness for me. 
 
Let's pray, ÒFather, I thank You for our family, our little eclectic, dysfunctional little family here.  
We're made up of all these different parts and different personalities and different looks and different 
skill sets and colors and socioeconomic situations, some of us have kids, some of us don't, some of us 
are married, some of us aren't, some of us have lived well, some of us have lived poorly, but You are 
what we hold in common.  Some of us free from historic sin, some of us still battling, some yet to 



begin the battle, but yet this is what we have in common, Your blood, Your cross, Your grace, the hope 
that You save.  And what that means is not that You save us from our stupidity or from bad situations, 
although I think You do, I think that's part of it, but rather what it means to be saved is to have our eyes 
and hearts awakened to the grandeur that's You.  I pray in all this, You be exalted.  I pray in all this, 
You be glorified.  And I pray with everything that's in me that there'll be this day when we sit around a 
heavenly table, giant goblets of wine in hand with nothing but praise and gratitude for what You did 
and what You revealed about Yourself to this area through our little lives.  It's for Your beautiful, 
beautiful, beautiful name that we've fasted today and we've come in here and we've prayed and we've 
remembered.  We love You.  Amen.Ó 


