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Crather, | thank You for these men and women, and | thank You for just an oppotunity to come
togeher and ay outfor our family here, ay outfor where You'vebroughtus ay outfor where Youtre
taking us And I've gotsome real desires that | think You've puton ny heart tonight for us And | just
pray, Father, that in this smple act of fasting that we might beable to trangpo<e that grumbling in our
stomach into adesire for You and tha we might repent some of the fact that we don'tlong for You like
we're longing for food tight now and we don'tlike we want food tight now. And there's this great
anticipaion aoutdinne tonight tha maybe doesn't exist in ourhearts towardsyou, an anticipation of
You, a anticipaion of Your coming, an anticipaion of You returning. And 0 | pray across thelines
tonight that there might berepentance in ou hearts and tha there might bea desire to really hear from
You. ljud pray in terms of clarity's sake that there bean understanding in this roomtonight, that wha
we're here doing is not praying © we can go buid abuilding butrather engaging You on vha's next
for usand where You're taking usand wha You have for us And ©, Father, | pray tha You would
meet usheae tonightin avery powerful way. | pray tha You would meet us hee and that You would
stir our hearts and that we could ay out And thethingsYou'vedoneheae and the people You've
rescued here and slvation that's come to people here, | continueto gand in ave of you. And nmy
undestanding of the Scriptures is tha we haven't seen anything yd. And 9, I'm fearful in my heart,
but1 think it might bethegood knd of fear that would lead usinto holness and notpride and
arrogance. And 9, help and siephead here tonight and piotect. And | pray if there's Sck here tonight,
You hal ther diseases. And | pray if there'slondy here tonight, You findly beenough tr them. And
| pray if there's this emotiond baggage tha they're walking in hee with, tha You mighthed. Because
| think You would beinfinitely glorified by heling when there's no rmon. And 9, begloried in
tonight and beloved and be stood n ave of and behopel in. And | pray that through his dl, there
might bethis level of seriousess here tonight because of what's at stake. Help us And it's for Your
beautiful name. Amen.O

Let me show you omething:

My nameis Terry Lester, and I've been at the Village gpproximately a year and ahdf now. TheLord
saved me through ny grandnother. Shewas avery strong Christian woman, and the Lord putit upon
her heart that | needed to besaved. God haes doneso much in ourlives. On ourrefrigerator, we have a
magnd tha says, 'In this home, we don'tjus bdieve in miracles, we rely on them.' and tha's the truth.
We've dways been poor, butthe Lord has dways broughtusthrough. My nineteen year old got
pregnant, and e foundout about Sister to Sster group. And it was duefor usto move, and Iwasin a
really bad depression & the time because something really bad had happened to me. Once she started
going to the Sister to Sster group and it was time for usto move, | didn't have anything paked, | didn't
have anyore to move us didn't have any trucks, nothing. And Bree came over and was going o hep
uspak. And shewaked in and said, 'Thisistoo much for dl of us' S, shewent back outside and
goton he cellphoneand started calling peple. And they goton ther cellphones and garted caling
people. And when it was dl said and done we had ove 50 pe@ple move us, they moved usinto the
new gpartment, garted unpacking us set up ourbedsand everything, went back to the old gpartment
and deaned it and pad our first month'srent. And tha's how we found ou aboutthe Village And
we've been gong there ever snce. And | don'tthink anything would gop usfrom going there. Snce
then, we've been given atruck and dl kindsof thingsthe Lord has blessed uswith through teVillage
tha | can't even remember. But they have really hdped my family come back togeher because there
was atime my children ddn'twant to have anything © do wth the Lord because of their father, and
thar father had messed up quite abit. And it was dueto the Villagetha | can nowsay tha at least one
of my children is saved.



One of the biggest miracles tha the Lord has performed with me iswhen | tured 21, 1got something
called Body Disformic Disorder, and it's where you pul your har out, you pul your eyelashes outor,
in my case, | garted tearing & myself. And I've been accused of beng aspeed addict and everything
else because of that, from dodors and everyone But no netter how had | tried, gong in to pg/chiatric
hogitals and everything, | could never sop. But since I've been a the Village jud in thelast four
months now, the Lord has healed me fromtha. | still have the scars dl over my face and people still
look & me funny butl'm healed from thetearing row. And tha's jus something that | had began to
bdieve would never hgppen. |didn'tknowif theLord was trying © teach me alesson orwhat, butif
s0, evidently | learned it.O

Hey, | want to make it very clear wha we're doing here tonight and wha we're notdoing hee. What
we're notdoing is kind of a chesp, manipulative, quick GHey, let's pray before we run of and do vhat
we think we're suppogd to do.OBy no neansis tha wha we're doing hee. Wha we're doing here
tonightis, as abody ofbdieversin Jesus Christ who have been called by Christ to the Village Church,
we now come before Him and say, QVhat now? What now and what would You hase usdo now?
Would You hare usspend alot of money on abuilding? Would You have uscome to church every
other week and go b small group every other week? Would You have uscome onae amonth and meet
in groupsal the other time? Wha would You have usdo? We haven't come in hee tonight to just
kind oflay cheaply before the Lord some pleas before we run off and do wha we think we're suppased
to do. We're here tonight to ask sincerely and horestly and with ourwhole hearts, @Vha would You
have usdo, Father?20

There's no ecret, if youve been coming o the Village at dl, tha | have been horrified, maybe even
sinfully so, of this point of time coming for uswhere it looked like there's no opton butto buid. And
those fears were really based off of five fears. And they're based off of thingsl've seen and thethings
tha the Scriptures absolutely warn againg tonight So ove thelast four years, God ha unbkelievably
protected us | could gand up hee and go ove and ove and ower again thetimes tha God redirected
usor saved usor removed fromus And we'vetried to buy bBnd bdore, twice. Have any of you keen
here for both of thox? In boh of those, we've had these moments, like tonight, where we gottogether
and sid, @kay, if thisisn't right, then kill it. If it's notright, then removeit. If it's notright, make it
impossible.O And boh times, the State decided orce and minera rights decided the second ime, and
according o Scripture, both of those are under the control of God dmighty. He protected us So hee
we are agan. | don'thavetimeto ge into the thousand ohe times tha God saved usin little ways and
in big ways, saved usfrom ourselves, saved usfrom good, rghtideas, saved usfrom thingstha aren't
morally or ethically or spiritudly wrong, He just intervened and ssid, Mo, not for you.O

And 9, hee€'swhat | want usto do bnight | want usto pray for protection. |want usto pray for
continued protection. And each week when you @me in heeg, it's going © look cmpletely different,
but tonight, we want to pray around te five fears and five things| think we need protection from and
five ways we need to lay our lives at the foot of the cross again and sy, CProtect usand gudeusand
lead usO

So, let me showyou hefive fears. 2 Timothy 4:1-5 says this, @ chargeyou in the presence of God
and ofChrist Jesus, whois to judgetheliving and hedead, and byhis appering and hs kingdom
preach theword; beready in season and oubf season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with conplete
patience and eaching. For thetime is coming when people will notendure sound eaching, buthavng
itching ars they will accunulate for themselves teachers to it thar own pasions and wil turn anay
fromlistening o thetruth and vande off into myths As for you, aways be sobea-minded, endure



suffering, do hework of an ezangdist, fulfill your ministry.O One of the trapstha I've seen happen
ove and ove again is when dl of asudden there's this need for resource, this need for resource that
goes beyond wha a place has ever known, dl of a sudden there is an oveemphasis on thefront door
and gdting peple in and keeping peple, and then dl of asudden there is no longe thegdl and the
courageto preach that hdl is aredlity, tha honosexudity is sinful, dl of asudden there is aQ will no
longe toudh thingsand preach on hingsand teach on hingstop down that could bedivisive or could
cause people to leave. Instead, we'll preach what is nice and what is kind. We will preach the kindness
of God, and we'll avoid a dl cods, the severity.O And in 0 doing, you gntence desth on aplace. |
want usto pray tonight that whatever's next for us that Christ, the Holy Spirit of God would continue
fromtop down to make this a place tha gds, preaches and teaches God'sself-disclosure from the
Scriptures doneand would never gpologize for that, butlet God beGod and never feel like we have to
apologize for His Godness.

So, hee'showwell do it tonight And for those of you who hase alot of Baptist ties, the next Sx
weeks will probably make you nevous The Charismatics will belike, Ot's abouttime.O Here's wha |
want usto do. lwant usto pray and | want usto pray in whispers outloud b the Lord and | want usto
pray in goups And maybetha's jus yourfamily and maybetha's you giabbing ahold of acouple
other people and maybetha's just you gebbing the hand of a strange next to you gong, ®ley, my
first Sunday was Sunday, and heguilted the mess out of me, o I'm here.O | don'tknow what your
circumstances are, buthee'swha | know: there's not alot of unregenerate, lost people outside of the
kingdomwho want to come pray for an hourand fifteen minutes. So, we're blood and we're family. So
let's grab handsand let's pray togeher, maybein groupsof three or four, maybe in groupsof five or six,
maybeyou wrn, 1 don'tknow howyou do t. But hee'swhat | want you © do. Iwant usto pray now
tha God would protect our preachers and ourteachers, top down. And thebest way | knowto do hat
is, wherever you interact and wherever you buch here a theVillage, pray for the preachers and
teachersin that department. So if you dioppel off kidsin preschool right now...we don'tbabyst. We
never babydt hae. So right now, across the hallway, your preschoolers are doing what you're doing.
They're learning o pray, they're learning o rely. Acrosstheway in Kid's Village your children are
beng taughtby Anne beng taughtby Matt, bang taughtby Theresaand Cassie. If you'rein the
Singles Depatment, Jacob Vanhom; in theyouth, Blake Chilton. Top down hee, we've got
phenomend teachers who rely on theword of God. Let's protection ove them and let's pray protection
ove this place. And pray for the courage on you heart that, if anything ever hgppens here outside the
confines of God's ordaned word, that you'd bequick to send emails, quick to raise your hand, quck to
respond, quék to say, No §r.O

Let'spray. Ask God o protect our courage Blake Chilton, Glbet Montez, AnneLincoln, Matt
Tonne Matt Chandler, Michael Bleecker, Josh Patterson, Cassie Cale, your small group leader.
(rather, we ask You 0 protect us There's away tha seems rightto man that in theend only leads
them to destruction. Father, protect us | pray for more and nore God-saturated, Bible-saturated men
to bebroughthee by You, to teach younge men, to teach young boys | pray for God-saturated,
Bible-filled women to teach ouryoung women, to teach ourchildren. | pray tha this place would
never beguilty of bibliolotry buta the same time would heed and olkey and would wrestle with the
Scriptures over and ove and ove again. | pray tha You would aut usto the quick with them, that You
would refine uswith them, tha Your Holy Spirit would gpeak powerfully through he men and women
who dand in front of this church hee, Your church heae and prodaim clearly and condantly the gogd
of Christ and wha it meansto follow You. |pray tha You would protect us from wha seemsto bea
common theme of trying to make You look @ol. | praise Youfor Psam 15:1-3 that says You aein
the heavensand You dowha pleases You. Rotect us Help us It'sfor Your beautiful name. Amen.O



Here's the secondfear. Revelation 22-4 says this, @ knowyour works, your toil and your patient
endurance, and howyou cannotbear with those who are evil, buthawe tested those who all themselves
apogles and ae not, and bund hemto befalse. | knowyou are enduring patiently and bering up or
my nane's sake, andyou hawe notgrown weary.O Now if | stop there, that soundslike a place where
we dl wantto be They know dodrine enough b stand ayang evil. They've endured when they've
been pasecuted. Butlook at thenext line. @ut | hawe this againg you, hatyou hawe abandond the
love you had affirst.O | want usto pray for protection nowagang cold religion, ayans busy
Evangdicalism tha, in theend, does notrende our hearts towardsthe Lord. | want usto pray aganst
cold, methodical, dead tradition. And | worded it very carefully because tradition in essence is not
dead. WEIl end tonight with communion, and that goes way back. Traditionsthat are notempty are
unbdievably beautiful. Cold, hertless religion is deadly. Can we pray againg cold religion?

Let'sjud start out, and we're going to pray for two thingsunde this fear, but let's pray outagang cold
religion hee. Let's pray for alovefor Jesus, tha God would gir people's hearts towards love for Him.
Let's pray tha we notbea place that's jud cognitive, buta place that's had ther hearts stirred with a
passion for Hisname. Let'sgo. Maybeyou'vegat someoneon yourheart right now. | think oneof
the best ways to make sure cold religion doen't take ove is for usto be continudly dependent on the
Holy Spirit to changepeopleslives. Because there's something that hgppenswhen people's hearts are
changed and p@ple who have notintringcally loved Jesusor been in ave of Jesus or have been taken
away by the mgjesty of God dl of asudden have ther entire life shifted by thetrangdorming power of
thegogd of Jesus Christ. And © mayberightnow, | don'tknowtha al of you have this but maybe
some of you have this person tha's in yourlife and you'vebeen praying for them. Maybeit's afamily
member, maybeit's ahudand, maybeit's awife, maybeit's achild, maybeit's afriend, maybeit'sa
neghbor, maybeit's onetha God'sjud laid on yourheart. |tak dl thetime, people dways want to
know why I'm such asovereignty guy, butit's funny b me tha over and ower agan there are these
people tha God lays onmy heart so much tha | feel like | could just weep for them. | fedl like my
heart's being o owver them. And then there are some people | just kind of O eah, | want them to be
saved, butl don'thave that kind of agony for them.O | think tha's God inviting me into something. |
think that's God gong, ®ley, I'm going © do ®mething mighty here. Do you want to play?0 So if
you'vegottha person onyour heart...I know it's Easter weekend. I mean, dl over thenaion, dl over
theworld right now there are thousndsand and thousandsif not hundeds of thousndsof saints
crying outto God o changehearts and lives. We might as well join ourbrothers, we might as well join
ourgsters. And 9, let's jud take this next few minutes, and if you hare somebody, f you harea
name, notjust some kind of ambiguousCsave Flower Mound,Githough ve al want to pray that, but
ingead maybe we could go, Gor my dad, please save my dal...plkease save my husand..for my
wife...for my son...for my daughtr...for my naghbor...for my coworker...for my (you fill in the
blank).O Can we pray now, jus for the next few minutes for individud men and women tha souls
would betrangdormed, ouls would bechanged. Nothing Kills cold religion like the Holy Spirit.

Let's pray, Grather, | thank...(recording interrupted)...to the person onight we would confess that we
want to love You nore than we do. And then if we were honest tonight, we're all guilty of loving
thingsmore than we love You. And | knowwe would never say tha, butby theway we live our lives
and thereal hunge of our hearts, it's dbsolutely true that we love dinne more than we love you. And
more than we would rather bewith You, we would rather have good bodand good vine And nore
than we're in ave of You and impressed with You, we're impressed with trinkety, shdlow things And
S0, We pray tonight for others, butwe pray for ourselves. And we pray that You would gir in usan
affection for You. | think there would bemany in hee tonight who would agree with king David 0
many years ago When he said, 'Restore to me thejoy of my salvation." And | think that we want to get
to tha place where we dl say tha there's nothing | desire but You., here's this onething that | seek in



al tha | desire and that'sto bewith You and o dwell with You. And | praise You tha thegogd, the
good nevsis nottha if we bdievein You, hen we beter marriages or we get health or we g money
or we ge& heaven, butrather that the gogd istha we ge You, ha we gd& You and You're thegod and
You'retheend and You're thehopeand You're the desire. And | thank You for the cross and | thank
You for the blood ha coves our foolishness. Thank You. Bewith ourfathers and ourmothers and our
sisters and ourbrothers and ourndghboris and ourfriends We're going  be an inadequate example of
You, ad | thank You that You save despite tha. And 0 | pray around heworld that the effectua call
of Your gogpd might go outand lives might betrandormed this coming weekend and in the days to
follow. It'sfor Your beautiful name. Amen.O

Thethird fear is built around Hebrews 1024-25, and it says this, G\nd let uscondder howto gir up
oneanoher to love andgood vorks, notneglecting to meet together, asis the habit of some, but
encouraging oneanoher, and al the more asyou see the Day drawing ner.O Another way | want us
to pray istha God would protect usfrom becoming any more than we aready are a sea of athousand
unannected, urcorrelated faces. There's this biblical mandae on usto mourn with those who noum
and 1 rgjoice with those who rgjoice, and you @n only do hat if you're truly walking with men and
women. And | think for usin the Western mindset and gecifically in subutbia, with such large
backyardsand bak porches and such nonexistent front porches tha this idea of biblical community is
amog foreign o us And because it's this kind of relationghip tha's just very much atype of
sharpening reationship, which means| knowyouwell enough o trus you when you @me up and
chew me outfor beng lazy or for loving oher thingsmore than You. And if you want to knowhow
bad and howoff community is? All you have to do slook for church discipline Where church
disciplineis nonexistent, there is no ommunity. And where there's genuine, loving mmmunity,
church disciplinewill dways beapart of thefellowship in the same way aloving paent dways
disciplines thar child. Because| loveyou, you bve me. We're notgoing  let each other wander off
in 9n. We're notgoing o aoss ourfinge's and hopefor the best. We love each other too much for
tha. Buttrying to gd biblical community in 2007 in subuiban Dallas? Well, tha's going 1 take the
Holy Spirit. Thegood nevs for usis He's available. So, hee€'swhat | want usto pray for. | wrote it
outlike this. | want God o protect usfrom cheap, shdlow relationshipsin the church. And | want
Christ to teach uswha it lookslike to bebrothers and gstersin Him. Tha your grief would cause me
to weep and you joy would cause me to celebrate. Let's pray tha way.

Let's pray tha way, Grather, | pray that we might be noted by ourlove for oneanother, alove for one
another tha is notbased on howsodally avkward orhow sodally cool we are buta love based off of
Y our blood fowing though ourveins And | pray that we would have alove for oneanother that
transcended sodoeconamic lines. And | pray that we would have alovefor each other that crossed
ethnic lines. And | pray tha You would make this a place that would love difficult people. Help usto
love people who ae difficult to love Help usto pdiently and ove an extend peiod oftime be Christ
to people who frudrate us, to people we dislike. | pray You would mark this place by love It's for
Your beautiful name | pray. Amen.O

Here's thefourth fear. 1 Timothy 521, @n the presence of God and ofChrist Jesus and ofthe dect
angéds | chargeyou b keep these rules without prgjudging, dong nohing fom partiality.O There'sno
doubtl'm aprodud of my past as are you. And 9, there are some pavasive fears tha | have, some
thingstha | won'talow myself to bea part of or even accept or do kecause of my fears. For example,
Bleecker and | have thistalk al thetime. 1 will never accept or | have yet in my ministry to accept,
because of this fear, any kind of large gift tha people have tried to give me. We had a great guy who
loves Jesus very much come to my family and sy, QVe'd loveto send youon vaation. My family
will pay forit. TheLord's blessed me beyond neasure. Let ussend you onavacation.O And men, |



was like, @solly, | would loveto. Anywhere, really? Tha would beawesome. Greek isles here we
come.O But in theend, | don'ttrust my heart. | don't trust my heart that later on, |wouldn't care more
what hethoughtthan some guy who hal given $4 ove apeiod ofayear to the Village because that's
al hehad. S I want usto ask theLord to protect usfrom patiality. Because if the Lord doesn't send
us something dse, then in the end, we're going t need to raise money. We're going t need to raise a
lot of money. And I dont ever want to look & anyonenor have anyoneviewed by her checkbook but
rather as abund of snne'stha need Jesus some with more expensdve pants butdl in ned of Jesus.

And 9, | want usto pray for several things and 'l jugt throw them outto you. Iwant usto pray for
protection for the saff, that they never get ogled or awed by gof, cars and clothes, trips hoels. Those
thingsare notintrindcally bad orwrong. Qur prayer istha they wouldn't ge wooed by hem. | want
to pray for protection agang tha. | want usto pray for protection agans wolves dressed like sheep
who would uge influence, power and wealth to aeate and cause division. Iwant usto pray for that.
And Iwant to pray in theend ayang, a any level, any patiality. Which meansthat this place would
be unbeievably open to the poorest of poorand the wealthiest of wealth. | want usto pray tha we
don'tever ge tempted to spin off a homeless shdter because we don'twant them hee, buttha we
celebrate in thar dirtiness and tha we rejoice in thefact tha they're hearing the good nevs ingead of
murmuring éoutsmell.

Let's pray that way, GFather, we just continueto ask for Your help tonight And we ask for hdp for our
future. | think ourpresent is so beautiful, and we saw some of tha on hevideo tonight There's much
more of tha than we've been able to communicate. But | thank You for where You've gotusto in this
moment of time where there's very little patiality and this is a safe place for very wealthy people and
very poorpeople and peple who have lived very clean and people who have lived unbéievably dirty.
And yda haewe are all beore you. And 2, | thank You. lask tha You mntinueto protect tha and as
we continueto grow to not let usgrow into atype of pa'son that has to behere, butrather God that Y ou
might open hearts and open mindsand in this place, Father, there beno partiaity shown butlove and
grace while at the same time embracing truth and cling sn In. Help us Father. It'sfor Your
beautiful name. Amen.O

Thefifth andfind fear. I'm going to really work hard these sx weeks to hanor you and ge you outof
here exactly at 8:15. 1know it feels rushed. My hopeis tha you would remember these thingsthat we
prayed for and that this can go nto yourprayer a home. Isaiah 583-7, | have preached from this text
fourtimes since | gotto theVillage It'soneof my favorites in the Scriptures. It's my favorite because
it kicks thetrash outof me every time| read it. Like, when it comes up onmy reading, I'm like,
GGreat. Canodl theafternoon. Im going © have to wrestle with God.O But here's just what 3-7 says,
QMVhy have we fasted, ard you e it not? Why have we hunbled ourselves, and you iake no knowledge
of it? Behold, in the dayof your fag you seek your own pleasure, and oppess all your workers.
Behold, you fag only to quarel and b fightand b hit with a wcked fist. Faging like yours this day
will not make your voice to beheard on hgh. Is such thefad that| choos, a dayfor a peson
hunble himself? Isit to bowdown his head like a reed, and b gread sackcloth and akes unde him?
Will you all this a fag, and a dayacceptable to the LORD? Is notthis thefad that| choos: to loos
the bondsof wickedness, to undo he strapsof the yoke, to let the oppressed go fee, and b break every
yoke? Isit notto share your bread with the hungrly and bing the honeless poorinto your hous; when
you e the naked, to cover him, and notto hide yourself fromyour own flesh?0 One of the greatest
fears, the good knd offears tha stson ny lifeistha in theend | would take the gogd of Jesus Christ
and | would boi it down and nmeke it aboutme. And | would make it dboutmy good ad wha He's
donefor me. You e, the thing that's S0 terrifying aoutthis text is these people are actually doing
something tha soundsvery beautiful. They're humbling themselves and they're bowing down, butin



theend He's going, Mo all tha you want, butin theend, if yourreligion and yourrelationghip with Me
isjud aboutwhat | do for you, and notaboutMy glory and My renown and My gifting 1o you or the
pushing bak of wha is dark, then you'e off and you'vemissed it. And what | find in my own lifeis|
keep coming bak to this moment where dl of a sudden, it's about GAm | praying enough? Am |
studying enough?Am | leading well enoughat the church? Am | doing...OANnd you geéto that place
where youre like, QVhen's thelast time | opened up my honme to someoneit might berisky to open up
my home to? When'sthelast time | gave away my food? When'sthelast time | didn'tge to eat so tha
other people could? When'sthelast timetha | gave in such away tha it hurt me because | bdieved
that God...when'sthe last time?0 And D, what endsup hagpening is every time | ge to this text, I'm
just like, @Bolly, I'm back to tha place where I'm going, 'When am | going to ge healed? Am | going
to raise my kid?O It's me and ny and | will humble myself to ge what | want from God and | make
God ny bdlboy. Give me apillow, turn the temperature down alittle bit, get me something  drink,
it would beniceif You'dfix this thing tha's going on baween my wife and me, save my kidsO I'm not
saying any of those things are bad things butl'm saying if they're all that is...You know | didn'tge to
read into it, butdo you knowwha the next part says tha if you do his then yourlight will break forth
like thedawn. That's when, when you fnally get to die. When you fnaly get to say, CDtsnotmy
money. Noneof it ismine It's notjus the 10% noneof it is mine O When | get to say, Q. auren'smy
wife on tis earth butshe does not ultimately bdong b me. Shebdongsto God. My kids are not
mine, they're God's My heslth is notming, it's God'sOtha's when the light breaks forth like the dawn,
because youre notadave anymore to anything. This is wha hgppensto Paul when hesays, (o liveis
Chrigt, to dieis gan. Whaever. If | live, fruitful ministry; if | die, thank God it's over.O Oh could He
do this hee? Could He protect usfrom us? Could He protect usfrom pride and arogance and aman-
centered gopd tha would continudly exalt our needs over the glory of God? | don'tknow, man. In
this culture, in this place? Like remember acoupe of weeks ago when everybody paicked and e
mailed me and said, @t will bedrightOand tried to give me the email hug? Sometimes we're in this
age, this peiod oftime tha's like the call of Isaiah where He says, GPreach yourguts out, butthey're
notgoing © her. Preach yourguts out, butthey're notgoing o se.O | mean, thisis alot of where we
find ouselves hee. God's going  have to do ®mething miraculous He's going o haveto do
something powerful. Because for the mgjority of us whether we like it or not, we continudly agree
with biblical truth tha never changestheway we live. Tha'slsaiah! It'syou're hearing butyou're not
hearing and youte seeing butyou're notseeing. Ch, hdp us Christ. Help us Holy Spirit of God.
Help us lest we continueto make Christ our bdlboy, lest we continueto vdue our own heth and our
own families ove theglory of God. Thisis desp, weighty, heavy stuff. Christ hdp us

Let'spray. Let's pray that God would give usaview of Himself. Let's pray that God would make us
deep. Let's pray tha God would never terminate resources on ourown comfort, and I'm specificaly
talking doutusas abody hee. Let's notraise money to buid atemple unto sif. Let'snotraise
money to buid an unbéievable amountof comfort for ourselves. Let's dways think glory of God first,
god of Christ first. Everything we do mmmunicates, everything we do communicates save, hdp,
despen. Let's pray thisway. Protect usfrom pride, self indulgence, that we would keep focused on he
gogd, who we've been called to beand what we've been called to do.

Let's pray, Grather, | pray for adisruption of the mind-numbing, irit-shriveling ythm that so many
of usfind ouselves operating in, jus the day in/day outdross of life. | pray that You would give us
spiritud eyes and Piritud ears and 0 see that the Earth and the universe and the stars and good dod
and great wine and $x and friends those thingswere given to usbecause they communicate to usY ou.
And 9, would You give useyes to se tha and give usears to hear tha and gart giving usamind that
is thinking that first at every moment a every time, That's like God...That's like God... Tha's like
God....Tha'slike Sin. Raise Christ...Tha's like God.O| pray that we would see it congantly and tat



we would se it everywhere and it would transorm the very way we breathe  We'll need Your help.
This onés too big for a preacher and oo big for abook. We need Your help. | pray tha we would be
able to beat our bodies and meke it ourdave. And | pray tha we would beable to enjoy and e You
everywhere, that discipline and grace would collidein such away tha thisis posible. It'sfor Your
beautiful name | pray. Amen.O

WEe're going o end onight, break ourfast with communion. |wanted usto go alittle bit old school
tonight, so | wanted usto do areading togeher. It'sbasically 1 Corinthians1123-28. And 9, he€e's
whd's going o hgppen. In jug asecond, we'll bagin thereading. If you have no hstory in church, just
follow; you'll bedright I'll read thereader, you'l read the congregation. And then & theend d tha,
men and women are going to excuse themselves and head to the back and begin to gd thetrays of the
bread and the wine And then they're going to come and gand where they're suppo®d to gand on he
thing. And while they're doing that, | want to tell you howl've been praying for you bday and how
I've been praying for you this week and how!'ve been planning on paying for you for the next sx and
wha my hopefor you is as individuds and then for uscorporately while you do ha.

But first, let's read togeher 1 Corinthians1123-28. [l do hereader.

Reade: TheLord Jesuson the night when hewas berayed took bread, 24and when hehad given
thanks hebrokeit, and sid,...

Congregation: Thisis my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.

Reade: In the same way aso hetook thecup, dter suppe, saying,...

Congregation: This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you dink it, in
remembrance of me. For as often as you eat this bread and diink the cup, you prodaim theLord's
death unil he comes.

Reader: It follows then tha if anyoneeat the Lord's suppe or Lord'sbread ordrinksfromHiscupin a
way tha dishonois Him, heis guilty of sin againg the Lord'sbody and blood.

Congregaion: So then, everyoneshoud examinethemselves first, then eat the bread and diink from
the cup.

Let's pray, Grather, | thank You for these men and women, and | thank Y ou for just achance to come
here and pray and jus come here and ay outand jus come hee and all outto You. Werein such
need of You, sich hopefor what You're going o do with usand anong usand through usand in usand
to us |long for theday where prayer and fasting is a congant here and notasix week call out Help
uswith that. It'sfor Your beautiful nane. Amen.O

Let me tell you howl've been praying. | realize that | myself was in trouble when we started this fast
when my wife and | are avid @fficeOfans. And | don'tcare if you judge me on ha; we are. And
wha I've learned is tha my generation, we really lovetha show, and then if you ge up aound 45you
don'tundestand and youreally kind of haeit. And wha hgopened was there's a new episode
tomorrow night, and & soon @& | found hat out, there was this disappointment in my heart tha | was
going o missit. | knowtha's kind of funny, butman, that wrecked my heart. | mean, that wrecked
me. | had to tell my wife the next moring. lwaslike, Man, howpithy and shdlow have | become
and when did it hgppen?0 And then dl of asudden, more than I'm concerned with wha might just be
oneof thebiggest decisionsthat will ever take place in ourhistory, I'm worried aboutmissing me 22
minute comedy aboutsome moronsin an office? The answer was Qres,Osadly. So hee's my prayer.
Like, I know some of you, you'e jud fasting from food on Wednesday and tha's avesome. C.S.
Lewis wrote this amazing sermon onetime. Look it up onlne abouttrangposng hut and difficulty and
longing and rangposng thethingsthat life throws on you ad relating thoe thingsto theLord. And
so, my hopefor you ha are fasting from food s, as your somach darts to gurgle and you $art to long



and want food ® bally, tha you muld trangpo<e tha and repent for notfeeling tha for God. And then
in tha longing for food, bgin to undestand biead was given to you ® that when Jesussaid, @ am the
bread of life,Otha when you're lacking bread youcan undestand wha it's like to notbenear Him. So
we can frangpose it. And then there's others of uswho ae like notdoing mffee and we're not doing
television. My hopeis tha ingead of running © coffee and running 1 television for rest or for
renewed energy or for whatever, tha we might sart landing & the feet of the cross for those things
And then my hopemore than any of thisis tha, through his sx weeks, is tha you'll learn to live a
deeper life because you limited life sucking thingstha you don'teven realize are life sucking. And the
thingstha you're dgpendent on tha you ddn't even realize you were dependent on, | pray that those
stronghotis begin to bebroken in yourlife. Because ingead of running  them, you're running o e
Lord. Tha's my hopefor this sx weeks. My hopeis tha &fter this, maybe alot of you will jud fast
once aweek jud to pressinto Jsus Maybeyou'll sart going twice aweek. My hopeis tha some of
you will go, & ou knowwha? | probably don'tneed to do alot of TV ever agan. |need to putsome
controls around ny life.O My hopeis tha some of usneed to go, & ou know wha? Although hatling
tha Starbudks cup is dl the cool rage in ourculture, maybe | should quit medicating howtired my
spirit just might beO And I'm notsaying tha any of those things TV or coffee or food are bad. Those
thingsare beautiful, beautiful gifts from our great God and king, butonly in as they relate usto Him.
They weren't jugt given for themselves. Even the enjoyment of food was not given for the enjoyment
of food. Nb, tha would terminate on food. That'sidolatry. Hell, the cross, those two thingsexist
because of that. But ingead | pray that we could see in this Sx weeks tha maybe some longterm
changes nead to bemade in howwe relate to God and howwe walk on Hs earth. Tha's my prayer.

I'll pray, we'll have communion. [l lead usal in communion geher. Let's pray, Grather, Jesus
praise You for Your shed blood and Your broken body. Raise You for the cross. We're afull day and
a hdf away from Good Fiday, the celebration for us of Your desth, Your shed blood. Thank You.
Thank You for atonement, thank You for ransom, thank You for propitiation, thank You for expiation,
thank You for penal subditution, aand | could go on ad on &ad on. hank You for thethousnd sdes
of thejewel of thecross. Help usremember. | thank You tha this, wha we're aboutto do, eaches
beyond ay ssrmon. WeloveYou. lIt'sfor Your beautiful name. Amen.O

And on ha night, Jesus picked up he bread ater suppe and He gave thanks, and then He broke it and
He said, GQomorrow, dl your iniquities will belaid on Me, and dl your son'siniquities, and dl your
grandon'siniquities, and dl your great grandson'siniquities, and dl your great great grandon's
iniquities, and dl theiniquities of theworld will belaid on Mein jus afew houss. And then the Father
will crush Me. He'll crush Me. So from here on wntil | return, do his in remembrance of Me.O After
suppe, He picked up hiecup and dter He blessed it, He began to talk of the new covenant. And He
said, Bey, remember Yom Kippur? Remember the day of atonement? Remember the goas? Do you
remember the onetha gets drained of it's blood? Do you emember the one tha gets killed in the holy
places?...[sermon interrupted]



